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This book has passed through several 
editions under the name — “A Present 
Heaven’; the demand for a new edition 
gives the author the opportunity of altering 
its title, which she has long felt to be out 
of harmony with ordinary christian experience 
— to one suiting better with its usually 
sober tenor. The glory of the Celestial is 
one, and the glory of the Terrestrial is 
another, in making this alteration she wishes 
to state that it is the only one which the 
book has received, and that it remains un- 


changed except in name. 


Durham, June 1867. 
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“ Think not the Faith by which the just shall live 
Is a dead creed, a map correct of Heaven, 
Far less a feeling fond and fugitive, 
A thoughtless gift withdrawn as soon as given ; 
It is an affirmation and an act 
That bids eternal truth be present fact.” 
HARTLEY COLERIDGE. 


INTRODUCTION. 


Every man that cometh to God, darkly as he may 
feel after, and imperfectly as he may find Him, comes 
to Him under. the twofold conviction upon which the 
Apostle bases the existence of Faith itself; he must 
be persuaded “that God is, and. that He is the re- 
warder of such as diligently seek Him ”—a testi- 
mony which the Psalmist confirms even in transposing 
it, when he declares, “ Verily there is a reward for 
the righteous, doubtless there is a God that judgeth 
the earth.” Thus all approaches to the Supreme 
Being, howsoever warped by error or superstition, 
possess something of the nature of true religion (re- 
allegiance), because they testify to man’s belief in a 
power raised above humanity, yet still cognizant 
of its actions and influenced by its dispositions. And 
while the human spirit has proved itself unable without 
supernatural help to “retain God” within it; while 
it has so often lost the object of faith, it has ever 
kept within it an instinct, witnessing to its capacity 
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for access to the Divine, and reaching out after a 
bond that may place it in an assured mutual relation 
with that to which it aspires. Natural religion, and 
all that goes to make it up, prayer, propitiatory and 
deprecatory offerings, a life spent in accordance with 
what is believed to be the Divine pleasure, is the 
witness on man’s part to his desire for reciprocal 
communion with that, which, though unseen, he feels 
to be above, around, within him. Revealed Religion 
is God’s acknowledgment of this inward instinct, to 
which it restores its true object, and shows how that 
object may be alone apprehended. 

I, saith Christ Jesus, am THE way. Revelation 
is the coming forth of the Father to meet His Son, 
while He is a great way off; it is as the spirit of 
God moving upon the darkened surface of man’s 
heart and intellect, and saying, “ Let there be light.” 
For no man hath yet by searching found out God; 
no wish, no yearning of the human breast, however 
mighty, could have brought down Christ from above ; 
no effort, no agony of the human mind could (as 
some deem) have raised Him up from the depths of 
individual consciousness. Our God is one that hideth 
Himself. The field of grace is one with treasure hid 
within it, a treasure to which grace itself must guide 
us, or God, though indeed He is not far from any one 
of us, is among us as One whom we know not. We 
need a Divine science ; a knowledge, as regards spiri- 
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tual things to be attained only by the aid of an Ap- 
pointed Interpreter, Revelation, standing between the 
human soul and God, just as natural science stands 
between man and nature, enabling him to understand, 
to enjoy, yea, to overcome that which without this 
blessed intervention would have remained a barren 
mystery. 

Through Science, which is but, to speak plainly, 
a familiar acquaintance with the things which imme- 
diately surround us, man, in material things, has not 
so much made as found himself rich ; year after year 
he goes on enriching himself more amply with the 
blessings of Earth’s breast, the fair and fruitful sur- 
face, and with the blessings of her womb, the precious 
things shut within the ancient mountains, and hidden 
within the lasting hills. And yet, while the aspect 
of social life is changed, and its comforts and re- 
sources increased a thousandfold, all things, none the 
less, continue as, in the words of Scripture, “ they 
have been from the beginning ;” no fresh blood has 
been poured within our. outward system, no new 
energies, no super-added forces, are at work within it ; 
the secret of the change is a simple one—while 
Nature has remained the same, man has learnt to 
_know her better. Silence has been broken up, and 
separation. He has begun to question this mute 
companion, dumb, it was supposed, from her birth, 


1 Gen. xlix. 265. 
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and has received for answer A WORLD, growing wider 
‘and richer with every year that rolls. 
And when I consider this, and remember that our 
Father, unlike the patriarchal one, has more than 
one blessing for His children ; when I begin to com- 
pare His two great kingdoms with each other, and 
remember that in each we have a goodly heritage, in 
each a Friend, the Steward and Dispenser of God’s 
Mysteries, rich in knowledge, in wisdom, and in 
counsel, I long that we, and all with whom we are 
joint possessors and inheritors, should set -ourselves . 
to inquire into the secrets of grace as diligently as 
our age is penetrating into those of nature, These, 
it is true, are not to be won, like material acquisitions, 
by mere effort and labour, yet it was a wise man who 
told us, that “labour was profitable for all things.” 
And in this great spiritual aim, the work, as the 
Apostle emphatically expresses it, of our salvation, I 
often think we lose much, by pursuing it after vague 
and fanciful processes of our own devising, rather 
than by a diligent application of the method pro- 
vided for us by God Himself. Like professed trea- 
sure-seekers we search about under the guidance of 
some dream or impulse, instead of seeking for our 
wealth where God has placed it, im the natural riches 
of the sow. And in this region it is our own fault if 
we proceed uncertainly. God has been pleased to 
leave us, as it were, to guess at the economy of His 
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outward Providence ; through patient investigation, 
experiment, and inference, we have to wring out 
Nature’s secrets from her apparently reluctant grasp, 
but it is far otherwise with His revealed economy of 
grace. Here we are no longer workers in the dark 
who must compare and question, examining every 
step as we go along, and asking of it with anxiety, 
‘¢ Whither will this conduct us ?” 

The very idea of a Revelation precludes, on the part 

of those who accept it as such, the possibility of un- 
certainty or hesitation, for if we believe the Gospel 
to be indeed from God, we find all that it demands 
of us, whether by way of fact or precept, lying within 
the compass of two grand yet simple words—Accept- 
ance and Obedience. We must accept the Gospel, 
inasmuch as. it makes us aware of all that the Al- 
mighty is to us ; we must obey it, inasmuch as it de- 
_ clares to us all that He would have us to be to Him. 
This seems a very simple, even obvious position, 
but if granted, it leads on to a question of vital in- 
terest. Is the Gospel of Redemption thus accepted 
among us, not simply believed as a fact, but belzeved 
im a8 % POWER, an efficacy, a virtue? received not 
merely as a standard for doctrine and a rule of con- 
duct, but as that which it declares itself to be, a prin- 
ciple having “ life in itself,” and the ability to impart 
the life which it possesses? Let us a little consider 
the Gospel under what may be termed its sacramental 
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character, as being the means by which the life that 
is in Christ is conveyed within the soul. To the 
faithful receiver the outward letter of Scripture is 
but the sheath or vehicle of the incorruptible ““Worp,” 
by which, as the Apostle testifies, we are born again 
unto God. To receive it, therefore, simply as a re- 
velation of God’s will, a record of His dealings, a 
book of laws and statutes and commands, is much 
the same thing as if, living in the days when He of 
whom it testifies dwelt among us in the flesh, we had 
received Him as Moses or Elias, or as one of the 
prophets, a Teacher sent from God to declare unto 
men His will.. The reception which endues “with 
power to become the sons of God,” is that which 
recognises a higher mission, which is able to discern 
that the Gospel of Salvation, in placing the human 
soul in union with its Maker and Redeemer and Sanc- 
tifier, supplies in this union the spring of action, while 
it proclaims, as did the Law, its appointed rule. 
What we need here is a wise simplicity, a childlike 
literal spirit, loving and bold enough to take God at 
His own word, and to appropriate Him in all for 
which that word is our warrant ; but instead of lift- 
ing up our gates, and setting the doors of our souls 
more wide that this King of Glory may come in, in- 
stead of expanding to meet the breadth and fulness of 
the Gospel, we show a disposition rather to contract 


1] Peter i. 23. 
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it to fit our own narrow standard. Then,! because 
we bring no more vessels to hold it, the oil of Divine 
grace is stayed. But we seem in general so little 
conscious of this, our imperfect reception of the truths 
upon which our salvation rests, that even in most 
deeply deploring our deficiencies towards God, we fail 
- to appreciate their true origin, and make a subject of 
regretful wonder, of what a more correct estimate of 
our revealed relations with the Almighty would place 
in the light of a simple necessity. We urge this 
question upon others in the way of remonstrance, 
upon ourselves in the way of self-condemnation ; the 
preacher asks of his people, the Christian of his heart, 
Why does the general standard of our practice fall so 
far below the mark of our high calling, as set before 
us in Scripture ? 

And to this there comes one answer, sorrowiul and 
self-upbraiding,—“ we fail because we do not obey 
the Gospel ;’ while there remains a far truer, far 
deeper witness and accusation written up against us— 
oh, that we could see how plainly !—*“ we fail because 
we do not believe it.” ‘I believed,” said the Psal- 
mist, “and therefore have I spoken ;” because we be- 
lieve, and according to the measure, strength, and 
fulness of our belief will we, as Christians, speak and 
act and live. As ‘the stream can ascend no higher 
than its fountain,” so it is in vair to try to live up to 


1 §t. Augustine. 
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the Gospel until we (to. speak familiarly) believe up 
to it. And this brings me to the question I have 
been so long anxious to consider, Do we—I speak of 
those who are Christians in more than in name and 
outward profession——so believe it? Do we even 
know enough of its Divine nature and efficacy to see 
that each one of the complaints so commonly heard 
among us, whether of poverty, of weakness, of in- 
capacity to serve and love our Father who is in 
Heaven, is at the same time a confession of unbelief 
in that Gospel in which God has been pleased to 
make Himself our own? For in the things which 
concern salvation, to believe is to have. Faith is not 
only a spiritual insight, but a realizing appropriating 
faculty, through which God, and with Him, in the 
words of the Apostle, ‘all things, become ours ;” for 
all that God is 7x Himself, righteousness and wisdom 
and strength, He becomes unto us through Faith. 
Acceptance of the Gospel, that is, of the exceeding 
great and precious promises through which we become 
partakers of the Divine Nature, places. us in direct 
union with God,—the strength, fulness, and intimacy 
of this union is maintained by faith, and must 
exist in exact proportion to its measure ; and thus, 
in the words of Scripture, all things become pos- 
sible to those that believe, through the power of 
Him to whom belief unites them. Yet that we 
have still much to learn in this matter, is betrayed 
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by another sentiment, often heard among us under 
variously modified forms of expression. ‘ Why,” - 
it is asked, “so much anxiety about points of doctrine, 
when it is the devotion of the heart and the practice 
of the life, upon which God has made salvation to 
depend? Itis these which constitute the Christian.” 

“The tree is known by its fruits ;’ most truly so 
——but it depends for the maintenance of those fruits, 
yea, even for its own existence, upon its! root in the 
soil beneath. The Christian life is judged of (and 
this with the strictest propriety) by that part of it 
which is seen, but it depends upon the part of it 
which is unseen, for the hold which it takes and 
keeps upon God; and to look for works, or the 
blossoming and expansion of God within the life, 
without Faith, by means of which the soul is rooted 
and grounded in Him, is as little rational, that is, 
as little in accordance with things in their true rela- 
tion to each other, as it would be to look in any sim- 
ply natural operation for an effect detached from its 
producing cause. Faith is the Law, upon whose 
actuating energy God has made the life which we 


1 It is interesting, by way of illustration, to compare what Lord 
Bacon tells us of natural growth, ‘that every vegetable swells and 
throws out its constituent parts towards the circumference, both wp- 
wards and downwards, and there is no difference between the roots and 
branches, except that the root is buried in the earth, and the branches 
are exposed to the air and sun” (Novum Organum, book ii.), with what 
Baxter says of progress in spiritual life, ‘I know that every man must 
grow as trees do, downwards and upwards at once, and that the roots 
increase as the bulk and branches do.” 
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have in Him to depend ; and we can no more detach 
what we do in our lives from what we are in our 
souls, than we can separate heat or light from their 
essential principles, or expect to enjoy either in the 
absence of the conditions in which their existence is 
involved. The disciples showed they were aware of 
this by that remarkable answer, when enjoined by 
their Master to the practice of forgiveness, “ Lord, 
increase our faith ;’ we might have expected, when a 
moral duty difficult to the natural man was in question, 
the words would have been “increase our charity:;” but 
in the conviction that obedience was only practicable 
through a strength and virtue that did not reside in 
themselves, their prayer was for an increase of the 
faculty through which alone the Divine aid can be 
made available by the soul, and effectual to the sup- 
plying of all its wants. We also confess that all our 
sufficiency is of God, that without Him it is impos- 
sible to please Him. I long, therefore, to see Chris- 
tians, in a deep realization of this acknowledged 
dependence, begin to take up the Gospel under its 
true and living aspect, as the means whereby our 
Creator has been pleased to impart, not advice and 
instruction only, but Himself unto His creatures ; 
and before we can do this, we have need to look a 
little more closely into what Doddridge calls the 
God-ward side of our covenans, 

I think we lose much from beginning, as you ex- 
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press it in one of your letters, our religion at the 
wrong end, concerning ourselves first and principally, 
with the idea of what we are or ought to be to God, 
without sufficiently considering the converse, what 
He is to us. “ Acquaint thyself,” saith one of old, 
‘“‘ with God, and be at peace ;” and the Apostle, speak- 
ing by the same Spirit, tells of a Knowledge through 
which grace and peace are multiplied. Yet how little 
careful are we tu attain to this knowledge, how little 
zealous to advance in it, how little, judging from the 
modes in which we are accustomed to express our- 
selves, do we even, in a speculative sense, know about 
the work of our redemption and sanctification, those 
great things which God has done for us already, 
wherein it becomes us to rejoice ! 

How few among us, with the beloved Apostle! and 
his faithful and accepted converts, seem to be per- 
suaded of the love and goodwill that God hath to us, 
His children, reconciled in Christ! Even our best 
books and preachers dwell so little upon the glad 
tidings* in their fulness, that I feel justified in assert- 
ing that a Christian speaking among Christians can 
scarcely employ the language which Scripture autho- 
rizes the Redeemed of the Lord to use, or express an 
interest in the hopes which it has made the heritage 
of every sincere believer, without appearing to set 
forth some strange thing. If he should venture to 


11Johniv.16. | 2 Note A. 
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speak of a reconciled Father, a living Saviour, an 
actual Sanctifier, a present Heaven, and to speak of 
all these as being his own, it will be at the risk of 
being set down by his hearers as enthusiastic, pos- 
sibly as presumptuous ; and this, because the grounds 
of his confidence will be in so far mistaken that he 
will be supposed to be resting upon some particular 
claim to God’s favour as an individual, instead of 
simply asserting his title to that its manifest decla- 
ration, in which all his brethren share. Yet he 
boasts of no more direct assurance of pardon than 
that for which Scripture gives him warrant in the 
revelation of a Saviour’s death ; he asks for no sign 
or token of personal acceptance, having in this mat- 
ter no other anxiety than to secure his interest in the 
already given manifestation of His Father’s love, the 
Christ, who is, if they will so have it, both “ His 
and theirs.” 

As Englishmen and Protestants we love our Bibles, 
we are zealous for them, if not always with a zeal 
according to knowledge—also jealous for them, in- 
clined to resent every attempt to restrict the cir- 
culation of Scripture, or to explain away its pecu- 
liarities, so that I dare the more strongly take up 
my protest against an unauthorized yet generally 
current version, passed about among us from lip to 
lip, without question or challenge, than which I dare 
venture to assert no published version of Scripture. 
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however mutilated and imperfect, ever fell so lament- 
ably short of the original. It is in the very nature 
of error to be at once vague and subtle ; to insinuate, 
and, as it were, incorporate itself wherever it can 
find entrance, yet all the while to assume no tangible 
_ form wherein it may be detected. Therefore I would 
that it were possible to arrest, and, so to speak, con- 
dense this pseudo-Gospel ; to bid it stand side by side 
with the true one, that we may see what a shrunken, 
diminished thing it looks, and learn how far, in 
favour of these cisterns of our own which can_ hold 
no water, we have departed from those living foun- 
tains—the lively oracles of God. 

We have fallen, as a people, into a low and limited 
view of God’s inner dispensation of grace, akin, little 
as we may ourselves suspect it, to the Rationalistic 
interpretation of His outward polity. God’s Word 
in the one case, as God’s work in the other, is. toned 
down and diluted until few of its distinctive and 
essential features remain. There is a practical as 
well as a speculative unbelief, and it is this which 
we have suffered to creep over us. In ordinary so- 
ciety—I speak boldly, and yet I hope without offence 
—there are few who deny the Gospel to be true, 
perhaps fewer still who believe it to be effictent. 
To explain myself further :—-we confess the Gospel 
to be from God, we give in our adhesion to the facts 
that it records, but when we come to the effectual 


14 A PRESENT HEAVEN. 


working of this Gospel, to the actual living conse- 
quences of those recorded facts, there is an evident 
stopping short, a “limiting”? of God akin to that 
of the Israelites! and arising from the self-same 
source, a dulness and slowness of heart to believe 
the great things which He has done for our souls, 
and is even now doing in them. And while I am 
writing these words, slowness of heart, I am re- 
minded that it may be advisable to point out the 
distinction between what I am now contending for— 
the simple recognition of Gospel truth, and its spi- 
ritual reception, which is in itself salvation. This 
last claims the consent of the heart as well as of the 
intellect, and, like all things born, brought up and 
nourished? there, it does not develop its full strength 
and perfection in a moment ; we may follow our Lord 
for years, and find, as the disciples did, that He has 
still “‘many things” left to tell us, for these things 
of God are not® taken and shown to us by Him 
who has received that office, all at once; yea, 
even in the end we shall discover that to under- 
stand this Gospel in its breadth and depth and 
height and fulness, is at the same time to appreciate 
that which the Apostle tells us passes our present 
knowledge—the Love which ascended up on high and 
brought down this gift for us men that the Lord our 
God might dwell among us. To see God as He is, 


3 Ps, lxxviii, 41. 2 Note B. 8 John xvi. 15. 
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is the satisfying portion of the blessed in heaven, and 
this, to know Him as He ts, is the privilege of the 
faithful upon earth—one to be attained only through 
that ‘“‘unction from the Holy One by which we 
understand all things” —a Divine intuition, imparted 
in most cases slowly, and in all, I think, gradually. 
Therefore you will perceive that what I am now 
saying to myself and others, is not so much “let us - 
know these things,” as “let us learn them,” If we 
would be “taught of God,” let us place ourselves 
under the tutelage He has appointed. The Spirit 
speaks unto us by the Word ; faith comes by hear- 
ing. It is precisely this hearing, which, according to 
what I shall venture to call a common-sense view of 
our religion, I now claim for the Gospel. I demand 
for it as I might do in behalf of any merely natural 
system, that it should be allowed to speak for itself, 
and accepted (if accepted at all) as that which it is 
seli-declared to be. All that I would say is this, if 
God has spoken to man it must be to some clear and 
evident purpose, and in a way to render that purpose 
availing. His speaking must be, not in word only, 
but in power. Let us see, then, that we turn not in 
any wise away from Him that speaketh. If this 
message be indeed from our Father, our part as wise 
and obedient children is a simple one,—to believe 
what He says, to take what He gives—simple, but 
who shall say that itis easy! Hard, rather, through 
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its very simplicity, to man’s erring spirit, prompt ever 
to limit, to transfer, and modify the plainest state- 
ment of Scripture, eager to behold, eager even to 
endure; some great thing, solicitous to ask, What 
shall we do to work the works of God? forgetful of 
that full and final answer, This is the work of God, 
that ye believe on Him whom He hath sent. 

Yet except we become as little children, we shall in 
no case enter the Kingdom of Heaven, and it is in a 
spirit emulous of that which in childhood receives so 
much, because it receives so literally, that I would 
fain approach some of the traditions most generally 
received among us, and compare them with that Gospel 
of everlasting Truth which, in such measure as they 
obtain ground, they go far to. render of none effect. 

But before I quit this introductory view of 
my subject, a sense of its unspeakable importance 
impels me to linger yet awhile upon the threshold, 
and to repeat my intimate conviction that we shall 
find, so we do but pierce deep enough, that in- 
ward decay and outward disorder—all things which, 
whether in the heart or in the community, spring up 
to trouble and defile—hold by one common root,— 
Unbelief in God’s Word and in His Work. There 
is a breaking in and a going out among us, only to 
be remedied by our taking up our true position,— 
that of a people who have the Lord for their God ; 
and to this end we must, in the words of the hun- 
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dredth Psalm, be sure that the Lord He is God, and be, 
or make ourselves equally sure, thaf we are the people 
of His pasture, and the sheep of His hand. We must, 
now that the Patriarch’s dream has become the Chris- 
tian’s reality, set our feet firmly upon this the lowest 
round of the golden ladder that reaches even unto 
Heaven. We must take the first step, rrrst. There 
is a significance in the very placing of these clauses 
of the petition our Lord left us, “Thy kingdom 
come ; Thy will be done.” God’s Kingdom must 
be established within the soul before His Will can 
be fulfilled in the life; and it is from our imperfect 
realization of this truth that so many are weak and 
sickly among us, and so many sleep the sleep of 
Formalism, that brother of spiritual Death, from 
which it is scarcely to be distinguished. We mourn 
over a Christianity as far degenerated from its pri- 
mitive Type, “the tree planted by the rivers of 
waters,” as if it had been (as in Chinese gardening) 
dwarfed and dwindled of set purpose, without seem- 
ing aware of the presence of the cold underlying sub- 
soil through which this result has been effected. Yet 
to lament over deficiency and decay, is at the same 
time to acknowledge that such is in great part volun- 
tary ; it is to confess that we have cut ourselves off 
- from Him, the source and spring of life and fulness, who 
has provided for the abundant! watering of His garden. 


1 Eeelus. xxiv. 31. 
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God, in revealing Himself to us in His Son, in 
communicating Himself to us through His Spirit, has | 
placed us in a wide and wealthy place; in this land 
there is no straitness, neither scarceness; here we 
may eat. bread and drink water to the full, and find 
honey even in the stony rock of tribulation. Why 
are we then a feeble people—feeble though numer- 
ous? ready to exclaim, when we read of those who 
have gone before us in God’s faith and fear, “there 
were giants in the land in those days ;” instead of 
asking why those days should in any respect be ditfer- 
ent from these present ones, when God, now as then 
the Strength of His people, remains the same and 
changes not.. If He has in any degree ceased to 
work mighty works in and for us, must not this 
cessation arise from that which of old restramed 
Him? Because of unbelief, “He did not there many 
mighty works ;” nay, one Gospel,. going further, em- 
phatically declares that He could not, “because of — 
unbelief.” And if the arm of the Lord be not more 
‘openly revealed among us, may it not be because His 
report—God’s own report of His own dealings, has 
not been believed? Instead of lamenting our de- _ 
generacy from God’s saints and chosen ones under 
either Covenant, let us rather examine ourselves to 
see whether we are really in that Faith which was 
once delivered to them, and ‘through which they, out 
of weakness being made strong, “obtained promises,” 
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and wrought the marvels recorded of them. These were 
men of like passions and infirmities with ourselves, 
only differing from us according to the measure and 
proportion of their faith. They lived under no clearer 
dispensation, they enjoyed no fuller privileges, than 
are and must remain our own, so long as that Word 
endures, “ Lo, I am with you alway, even unto the 
end of the world ;” and there is, therefore, no need, 
whatever we of ourselves may choose to magine, that 
we should come behind them in any spiritual grace 
or gift. To do the first Works, we have but to 
return to the first Love, we have but to seek the first 
Faith ; and to this end we must lay to our souls this 
counsel given by the Spirit to a Church that, declining 
in belief, had declined in strength and energy, ‘ Re- 
member, therefore, how thou hast received and heard.” 

The Covenant like the commandment is “ exceed- 
ing broad ;’ close and. intimate, wide and reach- 
ing even unto Heaven, are the relations in which 
it binds man with His Maker and Redeemer, 
yet it enters not into man’s unrenewed heart to re- 
ceive the things which God hath prepared for them 
that love Him. So that believers have need to say 
with Achsa, “Thou hast given me a south land, give 
me also springs of water.” God is not the author of 
confusion, yet over how many of our thoughts about 
Him—alike over our ideas of what He is to us, and 
what He would have us be to Him, does confusion still 
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reign ! Viewing the Gospel under its preceptive aspect, 
our popular theory appears to set the character, which 
it is its object to mould, before us, just as a work of 
confessedly unapproachable excellence is placed before 
a youthful artist. It is a magnificent outline, an 
admirable ideal, which our Master has set before us 
to contemplate, but the excellence of which He never 
expects us to attain. This, indeed, is an acknow- 
ledged impossibility ; we must do as well as we can, 
but need not even aim ata close resemblance. So 
much for our work; in that which we are to be 
towards God, He does not, it seems, mean us to be 
that which He tells us to be. And even thus with 
our Faith ; in that which God is to us, we are not to 
expect Him to be that which He has promised to be. 
We are to believe in the Promise, God’s Word, other- 
wise we shall not be Christians ; but we are not to 
look for its performance—the Work that He doeth 
upon earth, or we shall be enthusiasts, expecting what 
we shall never meet with, What does this mean ? 
Even that we think our God to be altogether such a 
one as we are curselves,—asking for what He does not 
expect to receive, promising what He does not intend 
to bestow ; yet | 


‘* His sorrows were in earnest : no vajn proffer 
Thou madest there, no superficial offer.’”’ 


The reality of what God has done for us while we 
were yet unreconciled, may surely be our warrant for 
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the reality of what He will do for us, now that 
reconciliation has been effected. The love that was 
manifested in Him that died for our sins, is exerted 
in Him that even now liveth for our justification. 
Christ. is the same, whether His love be shown in 
dying for us or in living for us; it is but one Spirit 
under a different administration. “Reach hither,” 
then, He may still say to many a cold and doubting 
Disciple, “thy finger,’ and behold my hands ;. and 
reach hither thy hand, and thrust it into my side ; 
and be not faithless but believing.” 
The Christian name and profession is, to a mere 
professor, something which he carries about with him, 
because he does not know what else to make of it. 
Perhaps at sume future time he means to make good 
these title-deeds, to claim the citizenship they confer ; 
at any rate, they may lie beside him dormant. He 
leaves them alone for the present. But there is 
many a sincere Christian among us, whose position is 
far more trying and inconsistent, for to him this Holy 
Name and Profession is not a change of goodly 
raiment, laid by because unsuited to his actual wear : 
he is bidden to the wedding: he is called to the 
battle ; he knows that garments are provided for the 
guests, armour for the soldiers ; yet in this there is 
less satisfaction than might have been expected. He 
does not move about in his new apparel with ease 
and freedom : he asks himself if it was made for him ? 
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he knows that he does not fill his armour; he will 
not let go his sword, but he does not wield it freely ; 
even his wealth embarrasses him ; for while he is 
haunted by an uneasy consciousness of its responsi- 
bilities, he is little soothed by the actual reality of 
its enjoyment. It is hard to discover what degree of 
value Christians attach to those general privileges of 
their position, which the Apostles place before us in 
so broad and diffused a light. What is it that we 
understand by being “in Christ?” and in how much 
are we the gainers by being born into a world which 
He died to redeem, and being baptized into a Church 
which He lives to sanctify ? What precise benefit do 
we expect to receive from the ordinances? which God 


1 J will particularly instance that of prayer, because it is the one in 
the practice of which Christians are the most constant, while they ap- 
pear the least certain as to its benefits. On this point every shade of 
opinion seems to prevail among vs; and amongst these one. whose 
tendency, seldom very clearly expressed, is to place the advantage of 
prayer in the effect which it works upon our own minds by drawing 
out our souls to God, and bringing them into a devout recollection of 
His presence. This benefit, which meditation would equally confer, ~ 
is undoubtedly one.of the indirect advantages of prayer; but to place 
it as the prominent one is to fall fur short of the Scriptural idea of that 
communion, through which we make our requests known to the God 
who tells that He will both hear and help those who faithfully call upon 
Him, the God whom the Psalmist thus addresses,—‘‘O Thou that 
hearest prayer.” To believe in prayer is, in St. Jolin’s words, to have. 
a confidence that, if we ask anything according to His will, He heareth — 
us—a confidence which cannot extend its fulness to our petitions for 
such blessings as are merely temporal; for in these prayers, sanctioned 
as they are by our Heavenly Father, we cannot be swre that the things 
we ask for are according to His will, which, in the disposition of earthly 
affairs, He has not made known to us; but we raay rest in this confi- 
dence most fully in our requests for spiritual blessings, for on these 
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has appointed for us to walk in? What advantage, 
in short, is there in being a Christian? Is our Lord 
to be among us only as a mighty man that cannot 
save? I sometimes suspect that much of our feeble- 
ness of spirit may be traced to a secret reservation of 
the heart. We are not minded to serve God with 
our whole hearts, and therefore dare not look to Him 
to bless and help us in our whole lives. We seem 
to look upon His promises as things reserved either 
for extraordinary Christians, or for ordinary ones, 
perhaps, upon extraordinary occasions—for seasons 
of imminent distress and difficulty—those great water- 
floods in which we all, as if instinctively, turn to God 
as to a place to flee unto. Yet show me the Chris- 
tian who believes in and lives by every word which 
comes out of the mouth of God, who expects to be 
answered in his prayers, to be aided in his deeds, to 
be strengthened in his conflicts, by the Saviour in 
whom his person is accepted ; who, in the simplest 
affair of every-day life, does God’s bidding, because 
in His Word He has so commanded it, and expects 
His help, because in the same Word He has pro- 
mised it ; and I will show you one, like St. Stephen, 
full of faith and of power—a Christian man or woman 
who, in Christ, is, and has all things. 

points God’s will has been revealed ; and we know that in seeking and 
coveting all such things, we are only asking for what he He wishes to 


give us, seeking not to have our own pleasure, but todo His, *‘ And this 
is the Will of God, éven your sanctification.” 
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We have been told by the greatest of practical 
thinkers, that “it is impossible to advance surely in 
any course, where the goal is not -properly fixed.” 
Until we set a definite, and I may also add, an at- 
tainable object before us, as the end to which our 
endeavours are directed, there can be no steady, satis- 
factory progress; we are but spending our strength 
in vain, and drawing our bow at a venture. Now, I 
think, in our religious course we should employ all 
the appointed means of grace more steadily, if we set 
their end more clearly before us; if we were fully 
persuaded as to the object we are looking for, living 
for—if we knew exactly what we expected the Gospel 
to do for us. : 

We expect it, of course, to save us ; but when— 
in this world or in the future one? to save us, but 
from what ?—our sins, or only from the punishment 
denounced against them? What is it that we mean 
by this word, so often upon our lips, Salvation? Does 
it comprehend all that can make either this world or 
the next one desirable, in the restoration to God’s 
favour, and the recovery of our lost birthright of hap- 
piness in Him ; or is our idea of it restricted to that 
“ escaping from Hell and going to Heaven,” to which 
it has been so truly said! the mere ordinary notion of 
it is limited? I will not dwell upon the low and 
servile character with which thoughts such as these 


1 Wesley. 
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invest an estate whose essential attribute is liberty ; 
I will but ask the followers of Him whose Name was 
called Jesus, that He might save His people from 
their iniquities, if they hate sin because their God 
hates it, or only because He punishes it? Is it from 
the accursed thing itself, or only from the consequences 
of its being found upon them, that they pray and strive 
to be delivered ?' I will not dwell upon the unworthi- 
ness of such views. I would only point out their in- 
sufficiency. It will go hard with us in the Battle 
that is sore against us if we are to find our foes in 
the present, and only to look for our friends in the 
future. The Devil oecupies a visible kingdom, the 
World holds an open market, the flesh wages an ever- 
present warfare; and is not the Salvation which 
cometh from the Lord that which shall, yea, which 
doth, deliver us from all of these, a real work, a pre- 
sent work, a conscious work, a far more complete and 
glorious work, than hands which hang down are able 
to embrace, and eyes looking two ways are able to 
behold 3 Does not God’s Covenant, when read by its 
own light, disclose itself as a Covenant, even in: this 
present time, of life and peace? If any of us have 
not yet found it to be so, it is because in this great 
matter we have yet much to learn of God, both in 
His Word and in His Work. To the Law, saith the 
Prophet, and to the Testimony. If they speak not 
according to this word—if the personal experience of 


26 A PRESENT HEAVEN, 


believers does not agree with the outward revelation 
they live under, it is because they have no light in 
them. 

We have been considering Religion as a Divine. 
science ; it is not like the earthly ones in this, that 
there is no royal road into its mysteries ? none may: 
penetrate into these who have not placed themselves 
under devout and diligent subjection to its laws—but 
will not the highway of simple obedience, in which our 
King Himself was content to travel, lead us on step by 
step, until we enter into the possession of secrets, which 
make all outward requirements easy? “ Mysteries 
are revealed unto the meek.” Is there not such a 
thing as the gradual growth of an affection, which, 
by placing the heart’s deliberate desire and preference 
and choice in God, induces a conformity to His will 
in all things, and makes His every command to be 
obeyed, not from the pressure of an enforced law, but 
through the unfolding of an inward principle? Is 
there not a state in which those who are in Christ, 
attain to that realization of their privileges which St. 
Paul desired for his Galatian converts, those little 
children for whom, although they were already born 
unto God, he travailed in birth again, until the Son, of 

hose Spirit they had received, was “‘ formed in them” 
—xuntil the mind which was in them was also the mind 
which was in Christ Jesus—until they were complete 
in Him, in attainments as well as in privileges. 
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We are told that God loveth a cheerful giver : it 
is His own blessed characteristic to give. bountifully, 
upbraiding not ; may we not therefore believe that 
He is favourable to the free and willing receiver of 
His goodness? Yet, as the Israelites were slow to 
enter upon the Promised Land, so are we slow to 
enter upon the Purchased one ; we do not “eat the 
good” of the land which has been bestowed upon vs 
in Christ, and through an evil, if unsuspected, heart’ 
of unbelief, a secret distrust in God’s loving-kindness, 
we fall short, as they did, of the rest which even here 
He has provided for His people—a rest, for the want 
of which no Pisgah view can altogether console 
us. Too many among us are like the spies,! we 
confess that it is a good land, but exaggerate the 
difficulties of attaining it; its old dwellers (the 
deeply-seated infirmities of the flesh) seem too strong 
to be overcome : but as Caleb and Joshua said, and 
for this were so singularly blessed by God, “ Let us 
go up at once and possess it, for we are well able to 
overcome it ; the Lord is with us.” How long, asks 
Joshua, are ye slack to possess the land which the 
Lord hath given you? In these very words may 
Faith now urge, admonish, and encourage us to enter 
upon far richer blessings, far ampler privileges—even 
those laid up for us in Christ. And if we, conscious 
of our inherent feebleness, should ask, “ By whom 


“1 Num. xiii. 14. 
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shall Jacob go up, for he is but small ?’ we have our 


answer given us,— 
‘CNot by Might nor by Power, but by my Spirit, 
said the Lord.” 


‘ will therefore look to the Lord, who hideth his face, 
From the house of Jacob ; yet will I look to Him ; 
Should not a people seek their God, 
Should they seek instead of the living to the Dead ? 
Unto the command and unto the testimony let them seek. 
If they will not speak according to this word, 
In which there is no obscurity, 
Every one of them shall pass through the land distressed 
and famished.” 


II. 


THE GOSPEL RECEIVED PARTIALLY. 


“Said I not unto thee, that, if thou wouldest believe, thou shouldest 
see the glory of God?” 


In assuming unbelief to be the groundwork of 
practical disobedience, I do not mean to ignore the 
presence and the power of those other opposing forces, 
—the enmity of the natural will, the attractions of 
the outward world, to which the transgression of 
God’s law is so often attributed by the sacred writers ; 
I would only point out that these are but secondary 
causes, merely symptomatic in their nature, and wit- 
nessing to that which lies beneath them.all, “ a de- 
parting from the living God,” to which all these 
other departures may be traced back. Over the 
soul which believes in God the attractive hold of out- 
ward sense is loosened, as in the soul which through 
belief has received Him within itself the resistance 
of inward enmity is overcome. “The beginning of 
Faith,” saith the Apocrypha, yet herein a true Scrip- 
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ture, “is the cleaving unto God,”! and it is only 
through failure in this steadfast eleaving that the 
foes, who from without or within war against the 
soul, are enabled to prevail against it ; without the 
footing which unbelief gives, they who hate us, 
though they may indeed assault us and afflict, can 
never become lords over us. In the soul which 
Faith has rooted and established in God, the enemy 
asks as vainly as did Archimedes of this earthly 
globe, for “a point” wherefrom to remove it from 
its steadfastness ; so long as it believes, it remains, 
with Him unto whom belief unites it, “among the 
things which cannot be shaken”—fixed, like the 
limpet, upon the Rock of Ages. 

There is an attractive power of the world, a seduc- - 
tive weakness of the flesh, a deep-seated malignity of 
the devil, working through each of these to our ruin. 
The world bas something to show, the flesh some- 
thing to crave, the devil something to give, and more 
to promise.; these are all strong men armed, having 
mouths speaking, asking, boasting great things, and. 
to all of these, their allurements, solicitations, and 
temptations, the coming in of Him who is stronger 
than they, has but one thing to oppose, & weapon, 
single, yet mighty and effectual to the pulling down 
of all their strongholds—Farrn, intimate, adhesive, 
and reliant in an ever-living and ever-present God. 


i Eeclus, xxv. 12. 
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Baal’s prophets are and have always been many, but 
this one prophet and witness of the Lord, even 
though, like Elijah, it remain alone, is strong enough 
to withstand and to overcome them all ; for this is 
the Victory which overcometh the World, the world 
of sense without, the world of sin within. us, even our 
Faith in Him who hath overcome all things for and 
in His people. The world is so much to us, only 
because God is so little ; let. Faith but once restore 
the soul to its true centre, so that looking at Divine 
realities from a just medium, it may see them in their 
true and unspeakable importance, and the power of 
outward things is weakened, and their over-weening 
charm dissolved—the enchanter’s wand is broken, 
and his spell read backward. 

We have all, I think, felt it to be thus with us in 
moments of peculiar emergency, when some one over- 
whelming idea, whether it might be of God, of judg- 
ment, or of eternity, with its accompanying pressure 
of self-conscious moral responsibility, has been flashed 
out upon the soul in awful distinctness, as we some- 
times see objects thrown into ghastly relief from the 
very blackness of the thunder-cloud behind them : at 
such moments the things we have most prized and 
elung to seem so insignificant that we can only con- 
fess and wonder at the delusion through which they 
have ever appeared of value. That impressions of 
this intense nature should be abiding would neither 
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accord with the nature of true Faith, nor with the 
performance of the work which God has given it to 
do. Yet to have been their subject even for a mo- 
ment is to be convinced that where these awful, and 
as yet unseen, realities are felt and appreciated in 
their true prominence, and realized in their actual 
relation to ourselves, all meaner things will sink into 
a lower position. The shadow will flee before, the 
Substance, and it is because! we have not, through 
faith, laid hold upon this substance—because we 
allow the visible too much to obscure and exclude . 
the real, that inward corruption retains its strength, 
and outward temptation acquires its power. 

Let us consider this a little further. Sin, or dis- 
obedience towards God, is only unbelief in an out- 
ward and visible form; it is the practical denial of 
God’s existence, the virtual disowning of His autho- 
rity ; the saying in our lives what we have already 
said in our hearts, either that “ there is no God,” or — 
that, if there be indeed such an One, “ we will not . 
have Him to reign over us.” To enter into this more 
fully, we need but to consider how the lives of us all 
are moulded and fashioned from within; to mark 
how our conduct, even in the most ordinary affairs of 
daily life, is but the eapression of our inner senti- 
ment, an impress corresponding in every line with 
the stamp which opinion and feeling have set upon 


1 See Note C. 
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it. Of the least thoughtful and reflective man among 
us, we may say, “that even as he thinketh in his 
heart, so is he.” His life will be however uncon- 
sciously to himself, the result and manifestation of 
certain principles, be these good or bad or indifferent ; 
and even those who, according to the common say- 
ing, have “no principle,” who are without any fixed 
rule or settled basis for action, will be found to be 
guided by opinions, however vague, and to be under 
the influence of sentiments, however fluctuating. We 
are accustomed to smile at the man over whom ab- 
stract thought has gained such an ascendancy, as to 
make the things (however purely intellectual) with 
which his mind is daily conversant appear to him in 
the light of tangible realities, yet we are all of us, 
without suspecting it, as much under the Empire of 
Ideas as he is: it is what we think about things, 
what we feel about them, what, in short, they are to 
us, that gives them their true significance. Even in 
the case of whatever may be most palpable and 
material, it is not the mere beholding of it with our 
eyes, or being made conscious of its presence by any 
other of the senses that makes it real to us; until 
the spirit discerns, grasps, and appropriates unto it- 
self the substance, until the Inner and the Outward 
meet and kiss each other, “seeing we do not per- 
ceive, and hearing we do not understand.” What, 
for instance, is music to those who, in familiar pur- 
Cc 
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lance, do not care about it? They hear it, but it 
tells them nothing ; it has no message to deliver, no 
revelation to impart. What is the most magnificent 
scenery the world can offer to the man or woman 
who, placed in the midst of it, is thinking of. some- 
thing else, whether that “something else’ may be 
the mightiest or the most trivial affair with which — 
human thought can be occupied? Indeed, in so 
much do all mortal affairs, —from the greatest to the 
meanest thing of every day,” bear witness to the 
power of the unseen over the visible, that every aim 
and aspiration that the human heart can frame 
is but an unconscious confession that Man, .accord- 
ing to the degree in which the conditions of his 
Being are raised above those of mere animal exist-- 
ence, does not live by bread alone; his life is aet 
between the spiritual and the material, and the out- 
ward object can only nourish and delight him in 
proportion to its correspondence with the inner need. 
The very mutability of human. wishes, the vanity 
to which Man is subject, is.a proof, if but a melan- 
choly one, of the dignity of his nature, and indicates _ 
the immeasurable distance by which he is removed 
from the inferior races, which (each one after his 
kind) love, ‘seek, and are contented with the objects — 
adapted to their simple requirements, without versa- 
tility or satiety. Instinct is an unerring, unvarying 
guide: to have at-one time observed an. animal’s 
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habits is te know what will at all times make it 
- happy; but it is more hard to search into and satisfy 
what an old Divine has called the covetous, restless, 
insatiable heart of man ; and this because all men, 

no less than the just one, live by Faith—have all a 
- spiritual. element of existence, have all an ideal stand- 
ard, be it lowly or lofty, false or true, with reference 
to which they are guided in choice and act. If we 
would obtain the key to any man’s conduct, we must 
make ourselves acquainted with his Creed—we must 
find out what it-is he believes in, if we would learn 
what it is he lives for, and in, and by. Until we 
have gained the secret of this correspondency, our 
lives. are, as regards each other, writ in cypher. 
Could we but.look at outward things from oné com- 
mon stand-point, all would be plain and legible, and 
it, is our inability to do this which makes us such — 
riddles and contradictions to each other; for even 
those who most love the world do not love the same 
world ; they who are serving the same master serve 
him under such different aspects that their aims are 
oftentimes as little intelligible to each other as they 
are to him who, bent. upon a higher object, cares, 
comparatively speaking, for none of the things on 
which their desires are set, The ambitious man, the 
covetous one, the pleasure-seeker, stare at each other 
in wonder, perhaps .in pity, while the: man who has 
placed his aim in everyday comfort and respectability 
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gazes at all three with an inquiring cut bono? They 
who live in the affections cannot understand how 
others should place their happiness in the exertion of 
the intellect. The purely domestic character is at a 
loss to appreciate the charm with which, to differ- 
ently constituted minds, social or political distinction 
is invested. Fame is a shadow, gold is dross, plea- 
sure a bubble, knowledge vanity and vexation of 
spirit, to those who do not care about them ; but to 
the man to whom any one of these is an object of 
preference and deliberate choice, who has (whether 
wisely or unwisely) set it before him as his happiness 
and final good, the end to which his life and energies 
have become the means, it is as the breath of his 
nostrils, an indispensable element of existence, in 
short, a reality, be its nature bad or good, its essence 
palpable or unseen, The things which men desire, 
pursue, and believe in, low and trivial, and unworthy 
as they may be in themselves, are, to the persons 
whom they thus influence, “no vain thing, but their 
life’—-the subtle mainspring of thought and action, 
hidden and mysterious, and like that which it so 
closely resembles, the principle of natural vitality, 
only to be discovered in its workings. 

To understand: this—that just according to the de- 
gree in which anything earthly or divine has become 
a felt reality, it will make itself a part of our thoughts 
and lives—will lead to the apprehension of a higher 
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Truth. We shall find ourselves more able to appre- 
ciate the central position in which the system of re- 
vealed religion has placed the faculty through whose 
aid alone the invisible things to which that system 
introduces us, can be seen in their absolute awfulness 
and beauty, or recognised in their unspeakable rela- 
tive importance to ourselves. Revelation, as regards 
our spiritual Being, places every one of us where, as 
regards mere natural existence, Creation set down the 
first Father of our Race, in a world where all that sur- 
rounds us is new, and only to be apprehended through 
the exercise of Faith, the soul’s single yet sufficing 
sense—the spiritual eye, and ear, and touch, and 
taste, and discerning—the appointed medium between 
the human soul and Him who gave it; without 
which it can as little acquaint itself with God, 
and with that inner world wherein with Him it 
lives, and moves, and has its being, as it can 
learn anything of His outward world without the 
aid and intervention of the bodily senses. Until we 
have availed ourselves of this medium, things that 
most surely are, remain virtually to us as though 
they were not. We go on limiting our notion of the 
actual to the merely visible until even our use of the 
term “ spiritual,” witnessing as it does to realities 
more tremendous, and, so to speak, more real in their 
essence and operation than any which can come under 
the cognizance of our material senses, carries with it 
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the idea of something shadowy, vague, and impal- 
pable. Yet the Heaven we hope for, and the Hell 
we dread, are as much realities, though unseen ones, 
as the Earth we tread on, The kingdom of God 
within us, though it cometh not with observation, 
exists as surely a8 the kingdom of this world without. 
us. God himself—for the deeper. these inquiries go, 
the surer do they send us back upon that awftl 
ground and substance of all things, visible and invi- 
sible—is the self-existent source and spring of all 
Reality, though no man hath seen, or can see ‘Him, 

at any time ; and He is only to be beholden as in a 
glass darkly, in such of His works ‘as have been seen 
clearly from the foundation of the world. 

Let us think of this a little longer; let us look, 
by the light of our everyday experience, a. little more 
closely into the nature of Belief. To believe in any- 
thing, whether, as in the case of a truth, we may 
accept it.on the evidence of soul or reason,! or admit 
it, being a fact, on the witness of outward sense, or 
the’ testimony of others, is to receive it with that 
thorough persuasion which will not fail to guide our 


1 It is well to bear in mind that Faith, although it transcends 
Reason, is none the less, in the first instance, founded upon it. Be- 
lief, inasmuch as it is a species of mental choice or preference, pre- 
supposes a certain exercise of judgment; and Fénélon, I rernember, 
illustrates this position by comparing Faith with a guide, in whom, 
because we have first satisfied ourselves with regard to his character 
and qualifications, we place implicit reliance, and having let our judg- 
ment act once for all in resigning it to him, follow where he leads 
vithout question. 
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actions so. far as they may be connected with the 
fact. or truth in question, with a reference to its ac- 
knowledged existence. 4 Belief, whether its object 
is connected with this world or the spiritual one, 
which fails to embody itself in action, is such only in 
name, and stops short of genuine conviction. Put a 
man engaged in business in possession of tidings 
immediately affecting the affair: he has in hand, the 
infermation he thus receives will necessarily influence 
his plan of action, and will do so in exact proportion 
to his confidence in its authenticity, and to the 
degree of importance he is disposed to attach to it, 
supposing its authenticity to be placed beyond a 
doubt. Let us turn this, by way of illustration, 
to the-one great concern of spiritual life, and we shall 
be prepared to meet the remarkable statement of 
Baxter, who, in his later years, gives, as the result . 
of a life-long experience among the souls of men, his 
firm conviction that the true cause fer the indifference 
and godlessness of the great. mass of society lies in 
_ this, that the careless and ignorant who. compose it 
do not, in a speculative sense, believe in God or in a 
future world... And though our full acquiescence in 
_ this statement is modified by the knowledge that 
man being the inheritor. of a perverted will as 
well as of a darkened understanding, the intellect 
may retain a sort of petrifying hold upon truths 


1 See Note D. 
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by which the will remains uninfluenced, though the 
course of every-day life shows us that nothing is 
more easy even in things of temporal interest than to 
see the good, and yet pursue the evil, because it is 
preferred—still of any man of whom it may be said 
“that he careth not for God, neither is God in all 
his thoughts,” it may also, in a certain sense, be 
affirmed that he does not believe in Him. The soul 
over which the ideas of God, and judgment, and 
eternity, exert no practical influence, has never re- 
ceived them within itself as conscious, felt realities ; 
or a course of action in correspondence with the awful 
sense of personal accountability, which, when so re- 
ceived, they must inevitably awaken—would not so 
much have been induced as compelled. For acknow- 
ledging a Divine revelation to be true, the facts it un- 
folds are so confessedly important, that it would ap- 
pear hard to accept the facts upon which our eternal 
weal or woe depends, as we would accept that of the 
existence of Aurungzebe or Charlemagne,—a fact 
truly, but one which lies apart and remote from us, — 
without bearing on our present day, or influence upon 
our individual destiny, something which has been, | 
and is done with for ever. 

And farther, let us contrast—excepting the case 
of persons whose peculiar studies have given them 
a sort of individual interest in such inquiries— 
our general reception of any purely scientific fact, 


A PRESENT HEAVEN. 4] 


say the discovery of a new planet, with that 
which we accord to the establishment of a point 
or principle connected with any great political or 
social question, or with any of those subjects of 
minor yet intimate interest, which bear upon our 
daily health and comfort, our fortunes or our affec- 
tions. And let us remember that it is among these 
questions, say rather above, and yet inclusive of them 
all that Christianity places itself. The Gospel is no 
historical monument to be studied or left alone at. 
pleasure: it does not challenge attention on the 
score of its curiosity or interest, but claims it on the 
ground of its personal importance to every one of us. 
It proclaims itself to be “no vain thing,” in the 
sense in which all earthly knowledge, how excellent 
and glorious soever, is vanity, but “the life” of 
those whom it addresses, When it tells us of a God, 
in Whose favour is Life, and makes known to us the 
way to obtain that favour, there is no moment, 
either of our present or future existence, through 
which the facts it reveals do not send a pulsation : 
it links itself with each grain of the sands of time, 
_ with each billow of the ocean of eternity ; it has to 
do’ with all that the heart and soul of man can con- 
ceive and execute, endure and enjoy, Now and FoR 
EVER. When I think of this Gospel, and consider 
how, like Him of whom it testifies, it must of neces- 
sity be everything to those to whom it is anything at 
all, I can perceive a consistency, if a dreadful one, in 
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the case of the multitudes who altogether reject and 
ignore it. To the wicked “who know not God, 
- neither desire the knowledge of His ways,” God is 
nothing, neither do they wish to be anything to 
Him. The language of their hearts, if an unspoken 
one, is none the less, “Depart from us,” and their 
indifference to the great means of salvation is more — 
than accounted for by their acknowledged contempt . 
for its end ; but it is so far otherwise with them to 
whom the end—even the end of all faith—the sal- 
vation of their souls—is precious, and desired above 
_all good, that I am at a loss to understand how many 
among us, so esteeming the end, seem yet so inade- - 
quately to appreciate and avail ourselves of the 
means : in other words, I cannot learn how it is that 
the Gospel has become to us (in the sense which I 
have attached to the word Reality) a less real thing 
than the world it has to contend with, and the sin it 
las to overcome. We have slipped, as a Christian 
people, into ‘a position far below the one given us by 
God ; and while we are ready, as I have said, to 
accuse ourselves of want of diligence in making our 
calling and election sure, is it certain that we have 
yet in the words of the Apostle seen our calling and 
attained to a just appreciation of what, on our part, is 
the hope of this calling, and what, on God’s part, is 
the exceeding greatness of His power wrought in 
Christ to us-ward that believe ? 

It has been well said, with regard: to objects of tem- 
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poral interest, that we must know something of a thing 
before we can feel any curiosity respecting it ; the very 
desire for information on a subject pre-supposing the 
presence of an already awakened spring of interest. 
Now when'I apply this truth to the highest fact it can 
concern, and consider of how many things having to 
do with the deeper and more intimate relations of 
the human soul with God, we “willingly remain 
ignorant,” I cannot but feel justified in tracing back 
this ignorance, and the indifference with which it is 
twin-born and twin-existent, to the want of a firm 
belief in those great fundamental truths of Revelation 
upon which the fabric of man’s salvation rests. We 
do not know enough of God to make us wish to know 
more, and have yet need of being rooted and grounded 
in the first. principles of salvation. For until these 
are more to us than matters of (so-called) faith, until 
they are unto us matters of life, things not merely to 
be held by as’ traditions, but to be lived upon as 
facts—things that we feel we could not do without, 
and to resign our hold upon which would be consci- 
ously to let. go a portion of our Being—we do not 
truly believe them, we only say that we do so. We 
do not believe them—I speak now of verities which it 
would shock us, in a dogmatic sense, to doubt—until | 
they have passed within our souls as principles, and 
raised up within those souls the power and energy of 
their own life. In these two words, the most solemn 


44. A PRESENT HEAVEN. 


which human lips can frame, “I BELIEVE,” lies a 
power to engraft the soul that utters them from its 
depths, into the very strength and fulness of every 
truth of which they are spoken ; and when I think 
of this, and recall the great fact whereof we affirm 
most constantly that we “ believe” it, I mean the 
doctrine of the Trinity, I long that we should pass, 
as regards it, from the confession of the lips, which 
is Orthodoxy, to the confession of the heart, which 
is Salvation. For to believe in One God, the Father 
of men and spirits, revealed to us in His Son’s life, 
reconciled to us through His Son’s death, and im- 
ported to us through the agency of the life-giy- 
ing Spirit, is to live in the sense, to rely upon the 
strength, and to rejoice in the sweetness of a Divine 
relationship. It is to know that we are no longer 
strangers and foreigners with our God, but to feel 
that, in the bonds of this everlasting covenant, He 
is in us, and we are in Him, brought near by the Son, 
kept near by the Spirit, bound together in a threefold 
cord which shall not be quickly broken. 

Until we thus learn to realize and draw the full 
value from the truths which are most commonly, in 
the sense of speculative assent, believed among us, 
we shall be at a loss to understand how it is that the 
Apostles, speaking unto us by the Spirit, continually 
address us as being already in! possession of certain 


1 We know that the visible Church of Christ has never exhibiteda — 
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assured privileges, and urge ws, on the ground of that 
possession, to go on to make further privileges, gifts, 
and promises our own. The Apostles, speaking to 
their converis, do not so much admonish them as 
would probably be done in our present religious 
teaching, upon the ground of responsibility as of 
capability. They do not so often say, Because ye 
know such things, ye ought so and so to act, as, be- 
eause ye know and have received, ye can so walk and 
please God. They base their arguments, their ex- 
hortations upon a foregone conclusion, even the life 
and death and rising again of our Lord Jesus, and 


community without spot or blemish, and we have historical evidence 
for the imperfection of one Church particularly addressed by St. Paul. 
Yet all visible members, save those coming under the awful exclu- 
‘sion of the ‘‘except ye be reprobate,” are exhorted to repentance, to 
purity, to diligence, as the case may require, not on the ground of their 
daager in being without Christ, but on that of their responsibility as 
being in Him, ‘‘ Know ye not that ye are members of Christ, Temples 
of the Holy Ghost, habitations of God through the Spirit?” 

I sometimes wish we were, as a people, more in the habit of consi- 
dering our relations with God under what may be‘called their cove- 
nanted aspect. Salvationin Christ is not only a gift from God to man, 
it is also a bond, a living perpetual tie, placing us in assured relations 
with the Father, and enabling us to take up that ancient plea, ‘“‘ Have 
respect unto the covenant” with all the energies of the renewed nature, 
“‘The writings of the New Covenant;” how I love this, the title by 
which the Gospel writings collectively were known to the Primitive 
Church! It brings them before us as that which they truly are, the 
very bonds and indentures of our fellowship in Christ Jesus. Perhaps 
we have lost something by the substitution of the word ‘‘ Testament,” 
and yet it is hard to choose; for as conveying the idea of a gift it bears 
witness to the freedom of Divine grace, the fulness of Divine love. . 
Also as belonging to Death, it points to that ‘ necessary’ death of 
the Testator upon which the everlasting covenant between God and 
man was like the temporary one, established ‘‘not without blood.” 
—3 Gal. 15. 
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the benefits which all those who accept Him have 
received, and are even now receiving thereby. They 
do not stop in every sentence, as we are so apt to do 
in our daily. searchings of heart, to break down the — 
wall of partition, and to feel after the lurking enmity ; 
they! assume that these are already taken away and 
abolished in Christ ; and standing in this Beautiful 
Gate of the Temple, His full, finished, and perfect — 
sacrifice, satisfaction, and atonement for the sins of 
the wnole world, encourage us to: advance, by this 
new and living way, even “ within the Holiest:” Con- 
‘sidering this deeply, I often think that, if we felt the 
Rock under us as surely as they did, our feet would 
move more swiftly on the path of perfection to which © 
they point, and incline to believe, that the temple of 
our hearts and lives is less “ fitly framed together” 
than it was with these First Builders, simply because 
it isnot based so firmly upon the One Foundation : 
and yet I say this with diffidence, because I have 
long been persuaded that there is no fact with which 
the Gospel acquaints us in which the generality of 
Christians so truly believe, and so sincerely rest their 
hopes of acceptance with God, as that of our Saviour’s | 
Atonement. Jn many facts resting upon a kindred 
basis of authority, more particularly such as are con- | 
nected with the nature, office, and agency of the 
Third Person of the Blessed Trinity, His continual 


1 Note E. 
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indwelling with the Faithful, and the fellowship 
which they in whom He abides enjoy with the Father 
and the Son, I dare venture to assert that Christians 
in general do mot believe-; at least, if we may judge 
from their habitual modes of thought. and expression, 
these great and deeply consolatory realities have taken 
no apparent hold upon their bearts and lives. 

Yet it would be to charge ourselves falsely to say, 
that the great. doctrine of the Atonement, the key- 
stone of salvation, is set at nought by us builders ; 
or that we are guilty of counting this blood of the 
everlasting covenant an unholy or unhallowing thing. 
For while to those who are. without, the necessary, 
the meritorious death of Chris{. remains the stumbling- 
block and stone of offence, the chosen point of attack, 
ever openly assaulted, ever secretly undermined, to 
those who are within, the Stone thus set at nought 
and rejected is still the head of the corner: it is still 
the tried stone, the sure foundation, the Rock where. 
of Faith speaks, ‘Set me upon it for it is higher 
than I,”1 Love's sure, abiding Pillar of remembrance, 
whereon Love's secret is written and graven witha 


1 «When I,” saith our Lord, ‘am lifted up from the earth, £ wili 
draw all men unto Me.” The death of Christ is here set forth as that 
which shall most powerfully attract the heart of man to God, and this 
because it is the strongest proof of love. Love kindles and calls forth 
love; ‘* We count that,” says John of Wessel, ‘‘ to be the most loveable 
which we know to be the most loving.” The love of Christ has achieved 
the greatest things, and hence must produce the most powerful effects ; 
it has displayed the greatest devotedness, and consequently must pos- 
sess the strongest attractive power.” 
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pen of iron for ever. Zo them who believe Christ is 
precious. Multitudes among us live and die upon no 
other hope than that sure and certain one set before 
us in merits of the Lamb slain from the foundation 
of the world ; and all that I would say is, that even 
here, where we most cordially embrace the fact, we 
do not, for want of what I will call a holy and 
courageous Logic, accept the conclusion to which it 
directly leads ; and by thus stopping short, we fail 
to reach the breadth, and height, and fulness to which 
a single and simple fact like the great one in question, 
if implicitly realized, would carry us. If we would 
have the Gospel bless us wholly, we must receive it’ 
wholly : we must let our Lord, the Messenger of the 
New Covenant, make full proof of His Ministry 
among us; and remembering that a Divine Sentence 
is uppn the lips of this Prince—-a Word, whereof it 
may be truly said, that “ which way soever we turn it. . 
will prosper,” let us be careful to hearken unto all that, 
in this great matter, the Lord our God has spoken 
concerning us; let us take heed to gather up each 
crumb of this true Bread, to wring out the very ful- 
ness of this Heavenly Vine, crushed for us in the 
wine-press of the wrath of God. 

For to believe in the Atonement, that is, in the | 
Father reconciled to us in His Son, and in Him pro- | 
pitious, is to have taken, in the words of the Psalmist, 
God for our hope, and also for owr portion in the 
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 Jand of the living ; it is to be made even now a par- 
taker of the fulness of Him who filleth all things, and 
to enter upon the present fruition‘of the gifts which 
He, having ascended up on high, has received for us 
men. In this greatest boon, even that of the precious 
blood-shedding of Christ, all lesser ones are of neces- 
sity included. God in giving us His Son has given 
us, with and in Him, as the Apostle tells us, “all 
things.” To accept Christ Jesus as the Way, is also 
to receive Him as the Life; to rest upon His sacrifice 
_ as perfect, is also to believe that it is sufficient, not 
only for final reconciliation with God, but for that 
actual restoration to His favour, which the idea of 
true reconciliation includes. I long that we should 
apprehend this essential fact, that “ God is in Christ, 
reconciling the world unto Himself ;’ because I am 
convinced that did we see the Cross more clearly, the 
light which streams from it would make many things 
_ plain that are now perplexing ; and because I fee] 
we have but to weigh this matter in the balance of 
Scripture to become aware of how much we are the 
losers, by limiting the benefits we receive by our 
Lord’s meritorious death and passion to an exemp- 
tion from the future punishment of sin. To this, I 
think, the generally received estimate of our Saviour’s 
satisfaction is restricted, to a degree which tends to re- 
duce the crowning Sacrifice to the level of those which 

went before and prefigured it. Our Lord’s Death, the 

; D 
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- very substance of these things that foreshadowed it, 
is invested with a figurative, and, so to speak, typi- 
eal character ; and this better hope, by the which we 
draw nigh unto God, is brought down to a shadow of 
good things to come : if it should be asked when? we 
might answer, in the hour of death, and in the day 
of judgment, for it seems as if Christians, in their 
sincere, yet partial acceptance of their Lord’s merits, 
waited until then to plead their efficacy with God. 
_ Yet is this Hope set before us for life as well as for 
death, not only in the hour and the day of which no 
man knoweth, but in every hour and day of this our 
mortal life, in all time of our tribulation, in all time 
of our wealth, from the sorest pang to the meanest 
provocation of every day, may the Christian, having | 
once laid hold upon it, flee unto it for refuge. The 
soul which can say with St. Paul, “It is Christ that 
died,” has obtained with him, a triumphant answer 
to every doubt within, has found a stronghold from 
every difficulty without. Having obtained, through 
the one Mediator, a present access to the Father, it 
finds, in that access, the supply of all its deeply-felt 
wants, the satisfaction of all its yearnings, | 
Having entered in by the Door, it is “‘ saved” — 
yea, it may go in and out, and find pasture; for He 
who has delivered our souls from death, has, at the 
same time, delivered our eyes from tears, and our feet 
from falling. ‘“ Return, then, unto thy rest, O my 
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soul,” may the Christian now say, “for thy Lord hath 
dealt bountifully with thee! He who is become 
thy salvation, will be also thy shield and thy song, 
the strength of thy life, as well as thy portion for 
ever.” 


TY. 


THE GOSPEL RECEIVED HISTORICALLY. 


“Say not in thine heart, Who shall descend into the deep, to bring up 
Christ again from the dead ?”—RoMANs x. 7. 


Tue Gospel is a history, inasmuch as it sets before 
us God manifested in the flesh ; a power or Agency, 
inasmuch as it reveals to us God communicated by 
the Spirit ; and the life-walk and triumph of Faith 
consists in maintaining these two points! in their 
essential connexion, and thus keeping God—seen 
under one relation and felt under the other—“ always 
before it.” I think a certain deadness of the letter 
has crept over us, because, not being as a Christian 
people sufficiently at home in our own polity and 
constitution, we do not so fully as in the Primitive 
Age appreciate the vital connexion which exists be- 
tween the great facts which the Gospel records, and 
the great principles which, through those facts, it 
communicates. We seem to have in some degree 


1 See Note E. 
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lost what the first builders so abundantly rejoiced in, 
a principle of cohesion between the work done and 
the work doing; and thus the events with which 
the Gospel narrative makes us acquainted, instead of 
being, every one of them, “very nigh” to us, bound 
up and interleaved within the volume of our personal 
experience, have to be fetched, as we want them, 
from the remote distance: where they lie, like the . 
bones in the Valley of prophetic Vision, dry and sap- 
less, detached from each other, and from all connexion - 
with the life that we are now living upon earth. 
When we receive along with each of these facts the 
sign which was given unto Moses, and learn that it 
is} I am which hath sent it unto us, a breath of life 
is infused within all that has been formal and histo- 
rical ; across the statements of the letter, of which, 
taken singly and apart, we may have said that “they 


1 True Passion always passes into the Present; we see this in 
preaching and in oratory; even in narrative, when a speaker warms 
he leaves the dry historic manner and appears to describe what is at 
present passing under his eyes. Herder says that the poverty and 
simplicity of the Hebrew verb, which has scateely more than one 
tense, tends to imprint the language with a highly poetic and pro- 
phetic character, because it brings all things within the present 
moment. Most languages, he says, that are rich in tenses, have per- 
fected them through historic writing, but in the Hebrew record,—an 
inspired poetry in which history and prophecy meet,—the want of ex- 
actness is not felt, and the very absence of precision and certainty 
tends: to bring the now into clearer relief. What one verse in the 
prophetic writings relates to us of Past time, the next predicts of the 
Future. It is as if the last made the presence of the thing enduring and 
eternal, while the former part gives the speech the certainty of past time, 
as if it were all already fulfilled. Thus the oneness of time strengthens 
the expression both ways. 
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are very dry,’ a spirit passes, they come together,} 
and behold, “ they live,” and stand up on their feet 
an exceeding great army, fighting for and with us in 
the battle, which is like the one recorded in Chronicles, 
both behind us and before. 

The nominal Christian accepts the facts hich 
Revelation imparts, and even recognises, though but 
in a vague and indeterminate manner, their bearing 
and influence’ upon his spiritual life and eternal des- — 
tiny. He confesses, in a speculative sense, that these 
things cannot be spoken against : as I have said, he 
believes the Gospel, The experimental Christian 
believes im it. To him, the events with which, under 
either Covenant, the records of inspiration acquaint 
him, though not mere matters of history, are really 
such in a deeper and fuller meaning than we are ac- 
customed to attach to the expression, and he studies 
them just (to compare spiritual things with temporal) 
in the spirit in which he would investigate the history 
of the country in which he lives, and with whose con- 
stitution his general well-being is identified. As the. 
inhabitant of a great and free country, he cannot | 
but be aware that, under a different Past, his present 
condition and future prospects would be altogether 
different. Had not this battle been fought, this in- 
vader repulsed, this immunity obtained, this charter 
granted, he would hold at this moment a less favour- 


za Ezekiel xxxvii. 7. 
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able position than that which he now occupies. And. 
thus are the Constitutions of our Christian Polity 
based upon a grand historie Past, from which the 
Present draws its rich capabilities, the Future its 
blissful certainties ; upon which, as upon a founda. 
tion which cannot be shaken, the kingdoms of grace 
and glory have been established, and without which 
each of them would be still, as to earlier ages, no 
more than a dream, a hope, a possibility. 

The language of the Apdstles is that of men who, 
knowing wherein and whereby they stand, feel and 
rejoice in all the security of their position. To them, 
the Gospel, as yet written only in the life and death 
and rising again of their Lord, is a power, an energy, 
in the strength of which, in the words of the Pro- 
phet Isaiah,! they lay hold upon God’s strength, and 
act, and pray and prevail. For in each event of 
our Saviour’s life upon earth—that lively Parable, 
in which the Almighty, no longer speaking to His 
people by words, has seen fit to act out His good 
will and pleasure concerning them, they discern at 
once the token, accomplishment, and seal of some 
peculiar purpose of God, and as such they accept, 
feed upon, and rest in it. We must enter as deeply 
as they do into the profound and mysterious con- 
nexion which exists between the natural and visible 
life of Christ upon earth, and the spiritual and hid- 


1 Isaiah xxvii. 5. 
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den life which the faithful soul enjoys with Him 
in God, before we can understand the tenacity with 
which they fasten upon every fact of our Lord’s his- 
tory, and lay upon each event and incident of His 
life a detaining grasp, that will not let it go until it 
has blessed them. We never find them contemplating 
the mystery of Redemption as an exhibition of God’s 
power and mercy, to be gazed into as by the angels 
with delighted wonder. This, they say, hath God 
done, and for us. They acknowledge it to be His 
work—a work wrought for and in them, perfect, 
complete, and lacking nothing. As all that they 
desire is to be found in Christ, “in whom are all 
things, and by whom all things consist” (or hold to- 
gether), we never find them drawing the distinction 
between Doctrine and Practice, which we are so apt. 
to make, or treating of each apart from the other, as - 
if it were a matter of separate obligation, They 
know too well in how much all that we are or can be, 
the newness and fulness of our life in God, is wrapped 
up and involved in.a Saviour’s accomplished work, to 
think of detaching either principle or precept from 
the fact from which each draws its life-blood. 

Seeing this truth clearly, that God hath made 
Christ wnto ws wisdom and righteousness, sanctifica- 
tion and redemption, all their teaching leads back to 
Him, in whom, as within a burning focus, the various 
manifestations of God’s power and mercy, the glory 
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which He hath in Himself, the grace which He hath 
evidenced to us, have been made to converge. Since 
all that was sometime darkness has now become light 
in the Lord, in whom it has pleased the Father of 
men and spirits that all fulness should dwell, and 
through whom, by the Ministration of the Spirit, He 
has willed that we should all receive of that fulness, 
they are no lunger ignorant of God’s feelings towards 
them, no longer in doubt as to His purposes: Within 
this new and living Way the Creator and His crea- 
ture have met, been reconciled, and been united ; the 
Divine Nature has come down to meet the human, 
the human nature has been taken up into the Divine. 
- Therefore, as I have said, the Apostles recognise a 
continual parallel between the events of the life which 
Christ lived for us, and those of the life which we 
live in Him, and find a counterpart for all that He 
did and suffered in the natural body which was pre- 
pared for Him, in what is even now being transacted 
around and within them in the mystical body, spoken 
of as the fulness of Him which filleth all in all. In 
all that Christ has wrought for them, they discern at 
once the earnest and the surety of what He is to work 
in them ; and thus, whether they would inquire con- 
cerning the Will or the Doctrine, their feet find no 
rest but in growing to the blessed steps of their Lord’s 
most holy life upon earth. 

All that the servants possess is derived from the 


y 
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Master, upon wliose hand their eyes wait continually. 
Without Him, and independently of the Work which 
He has done, they are and can do nothing ; yet with 
Him, and by favour of what He has accomplished for 
them, they can perform all things. Therefore they 
take their stand upon this word—-Beeause. Because, 
says St. John, the Word was made flesh and dwelt 
among us, of His fulness we have all received, and 
grace for grace. Because Christ, in this body of our © 
humiliation, has suffered onee for sin, St. Paul ad- 
monishes his converts to reckon themselves to be 
“dead” unto it ; and because He has taken up the 
same body into the life and glory which He had with 
the Father from the beginning, he exhorts them to 
number themselves among those who, with their risen 
Lord, “are alive from the dead.” All their careful- 
ness, their zeal, their holy anxiety for themselves and 
others, tends to this one point, that as the life of God 
hath been made manifest to them in Christ Jesus, so 
may the life of Jesus be made manifest in their mortal 
flesh ; so that. He who hath raised up the body of 
their Lord, may raise up their spirits in the newness 
of the life which is in Him. Their sense of assimila- 
tion, of identification with Him, in whom they live, 
and war, and triumph, takes sometimes a strength 
and intimacy of expression! which we, self-withdrawn. 


1 As when St. Paul, in holy exultation, says, '‘I am crucified with 
Christ, mevertheless I live;” adding, to carry out the more fully his 
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farther from the centre of light, and warmth, and 
blessedness, are almost at a loss to understand. Unto 
these faithful ones, not only each word which their 
Lord hath spoken, but every deed which He hath 
wrought, is even as it were bread upon which they 
feed, as in a continual Sacrament, and set before their 
hearers the food by which they are themselves 
nourished, saying, “‘ Take, and eat. This is the body 
which was given for you—a body of which not a 
bone must be broken,” Of all which their Lord has 
done and suffered for them in the flesh, they can 
afford to lose nothing ; fer each event of His History, 
taken and received by Faith in Him, is unto them an _ 
outward and visible Sign, through the power and_ 
efficacy of which a corresponding inward and spiritual 
grace is conveyed within the believing soul. 

Now, to us these facts of our Lord’s history, taken 
as mere facts, are as real as they were to the apostles ; 
we believe as firmly as they did, that to reconcile man 
with his Maker, Christ Jesus took upon Him our 
human nature, and as man and for man, lived, suf- 
fered, died, rose again, and even now liveth at the 
right hand of God. With them we also connect 
these facts with the spiritual interests of humanity, 
and confess that it was for our sins that He died, for 
our justification that He rose again. How comes it, 


sublime meaning, ‘‘ Yet not I, but Christ liveth in me:” and speaks 
of “always bearing about in the body the dying” and ie marks “of 
_our Lord Jesus.”—2 Cor. iv. 10; Gal. vi. 17. 
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then, that our faith, as compared with theirs, has de- 
clined into a dry speculative conviction—the assent 
of the understanding rather than the consent of the 
heart—binding us in traditionary adhesion to the 
doctrines of the Gospel, rather than rooting us in. 
that effectual belief through which these very doc- 
trines live, grow, and unfold within the soul, as 
principles to be exerted, powers to be used, gifts and 
blessings to be enjoyed? How is it that the Gospel, 
with the system of Divinely-appointed relations it 
discloses, has become, as to its practical purpose and 
interest, so much less to us than to them? Can it 
be that we imagine our interest in it to be in any 
way inferior, and the Christ of whom it testifies to 
be in some degree less ours than theirs? Such an 
inference might be very naturally drawn from the 
way in which we are accustomed to speak of our 
own position as contrasted with that of the apostles, 
primitive worthies, and even with that occupied by 
the saints under the First Covenant.} Ordinary 
Christians of the present day cannot be expected, we 


1 Our attention is frequently drawn. from the pulpit to these chosen 
servants of God about whom so much, whether by way of example or 
of warning, has been written for our learning ; but the mention of them 
is seldom, I think, accompanied by a sufficiently ample recognition of 
‘the different position which we, the children of the regeneration, oc- 
cupy towards God—and of the fuller privileges and higher responsi- 
bilities involved init. Our present day is the day which the prophets, 
kings, and righteous men desired to see, and seéing but afar off, 
through faith, were glad—a day whereof the prophecy is fulfilled, that — 
he who is feeble among God’s children reconciled in Christ shall be as 
David. (Zech. xii. 8.) 
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say, to feel and act like these eminent persons. Yet 
who that looks into this matter by the light of Scrip- 
— ture does not see that to be -an ordinary Christian, 
a Christian of the present day, is to possess what the 
elder saints desired, to be placed where the apostles. 
stood—in Christ—with whom is neither after nor 
before, neither beginning of time nor end of days? 
What was enough for the first Chrigtians, will prove 
sufficient for the last, “to be found in Him,” with- 
out whom we can do nothing; and it is certain 
(however vaguely we may allow ourselves to speak 
upon the subject) that the Apostles, who, like us, 
neither possessed nor could possess anything out of 
their Saviour, were in the enjoyment of no one privi- 
_ lege which we, who are baptized with them by one 
Spirit into one body,” do not at this moment enjoy, 
and must continue to enjoy, so long as that body, on 
the Spirit’s express testimony, “is filled with ‘the 
fulness of Him that filleth all in all.’’ ® 
In point, therefore, of access, intimacy, and union, 
God has put no difference between us and them ; and 
yet there 7s a difference, one of which we are deeply 
conscious. If God has set us where He set them, in 
heavenly places in Christ, we know that we do not 
stand like them, where He has placed us, or possess 
with them, what He has given us. Our actual posi- 
tion is not, like theirs, identical with our recognised 
1 Note F. 2 1 Cor, xii. 13, 8 Eph. i. 22, 23, 
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one; and this we feel and deplore keenly, yet none 
the less adapt ourselves to an order of things which 
we choose to look upon as necessary, without pausing 
to ask ourselves a question which seems to arise very 
naturally, Is this Gospel, so little to us, the same as 
that which was so much tothem? Have we received 
it in its integrity, accepting that which St. Paul was 
so zealous to declare, the whole counsel of God con- 
cerning us? or have we all this time been uncon- 
sciously leaving out some part or parts of the great 
system the revealed economy of Grace discloses? It 
behoves us to lend a deep attention to these questions. 
Their practical importance is incalculable, for we 
know that with God every means must conduce to 
its appointed end ; nothing has been sade or de- 
signed by Him in vain, and though we eannot as yet 
discern the whole of His gracious purpose, nor un- 
derstand the divinely-constructed machinery by which 
He has seen fit to accomplish it, we know enough of- 
' His doings to be aware, that to work perfectly it 
must work together,? and if any one part is left to 
rust and atiffen, its inaction will necessarily impede 
the motion of the rest. 
The essential difference between us and the 
Apostles-—in other words, between historical and ex- 
1 It behoves us rightly to divide the truth, to set it forth in all its 
features, to view it in allits bearings, and from every side ; for every 


doctrine neglected has a fearful avenging power, and wili, yea, and 
does, re-assert itself.—R. A. SucKiina. 
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perimental belief—appears to consist in this, that in 
connexion with the visible facts of our Lord’s history, 
they recognise, far more fully and practically than 
we do, a great invisible fact. I mean the presence 
and the power of the spiritual agency, the dispenser 
of the treasury of heaven, te whom the human soul 
must be indebted for all that it can know or can re- 
ceive of God, and through whose inward working a 
Saviour’s outward work is made effectual, by being 
applied, appropriated, and brought home to the indi- 
vidual heart and conscience. 

The Gospel received in the mere letter can profit 
us no more than the law, but will remain, like it, 
an external rule, instructing us in many things, but 
imparting nothing ; its facts, received as mere facts, 
and held as such within the mind. in suspension, 
lie there dormant and undeveloped. They quicken 
no pulsation, and exercise no permeating influence. 
Though they carry a principle of life within them, 
it is one which cannot germinate of its own accord, 
or exert its energy, save with the aid of that Divine 
auxiliary, so offen likened in Scripture to those ele- 
mental influences—the dew, the rain, the fire—the 
wind blowing where it listeth—without whose co- 
operation no natural process can be accomplished. 
It is the Spirit that giveth life.” Upon this point © 
Scripture speaks plainly ; and even natural reason, 
if duly exercised, will enable us to understand how 
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it is that St. Paul declares that no man, except 
through the Spirit of God, can either receive or | 
know anything of those “things of God”! which - 
it is the peculiar office of that Spirit to impart. 
For knowledge, whether its object be tangible or 
spiritual, earthly or Divine, can only reach the seat 
- of consciousness within us, through a medium answer- 
ing to the conditions of its peculiar nature. <A 
natural object must be apprehended by the aid of 
the. natural senses, an idea must be. recognised 
through the exertion of the intellect, .a spiritual truth 
attained to through the exercise of a spiritual faculty. 
In no other way can any of these obtain that true 
recognition which makes them really our own. We 
shall all be ready to confess, that no exertion of 
the intellect. can realize, no description, however 
accurate, convey, the true idea of a colour, an odour, 
a sound, a flavour. To know what these things are, 
we must have seen, smelt, heard, and tasted them ; 
and-as with natural, so with spiritual things. Here, 
also, we must “ taste and see ;”’ taste before we see, 
taste in order to see. Our very perception must 
partake of the nature of experience, as all that we 
can gain otherwise is but vague and conjectural— 
a notion about the thing, not the knowledge of it. 
The Apostles speak as men who have learnt the 
full force of this distinction ; and we never find them 
confounding things natural and spiritual with each — 


11 Cor. iii, 
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other, or expecting to arrive at the understanding of 
the latter by means of any natural faculty or iniel- 
lectual process. They know that through the seeing 
eye and the hearing ear, man is placed in communica- 
tion with the outward world of sense ; they are aware, 
that through the conceptions of his heart and mind, 
he can hold communion with the inner world of 
thought and of feeling—those “things of a man” 
which, as St. Paul testifies, each man can realize 
through an exertion of his own self-consciousness ; 
but when it is “‘the things of God” that are in ques- 
tion, they rely no longer upon the natural faculties 
and powers, knowing that these are only to be 
searched out by “the spirit that is in man, and 
through the inspiration of the Almighty that giveta 
understanding.” 

It is through this unction from the Holy One that 
they know all things; and it is somewhat remark- 
able, that we never find the Apostles grounding their 
confidence upon a privilege to which we are often 
disposed to attribute it-—-I mean the fact of their 
having known our Saviour in His human person. 
To those who are conscious of possessing their Lord, 
it is little merely to have seen Him ; and with them 
the external view is so merged in the sense of inward 
realization, that St. Paul, in describing the intimacy 
and fulness of the life in which all things are made 
new, exclaims, “Yea, though we have known Christ 

E 
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after the flesh, yet now henceforth know we Him 
no more.” To understand the bearing of these 
memorable words, we must drink so deeply into the 
spirit in which they are uttered, as to be able to 
meet their speaker in his explicit statement, that no 
man can say (in a saving and effectual sense) 
“that Jesus is the Lord but by the Holy Ghost ;” 
and this, because any acknowledgment of Him that 
rests on merely outward evidence, must necessarily 
fall far short of that good confession, for the utter- 
ance of which St. Peter’s Master pronounced him 
blessed. This, on that Master's own testimony, was 
the expression of a deep inward conviction wrought 
by God Himself upon the soul; and it was not be- 
cause Christ had been manifested to St. Peter in the 
flesh, but because.He had been revealed to him in 
the Spirit, that he was able to answer our Lord’s 
question, ““ Whom sayest thou that I am?! in the 
words which drew forth this comment: “ Blessed 
art thou, Simon Bar-jona, for flesh and blood 
hath not revealed it unto thee, but my Father 
which is in heaven.” Now it is evident, upon 
the warrant of these words, that the Apostles, to 
whom we ascribe so many superior advantages, were 
exactly in our own position in this one respect, that 
they could know nothing except they received it 
from heaven—could learn nothing truly, even of Him 


1 Matt. xvi. 15. 
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whose words they listened to, and whose steps they 
followed in, except they were taught it of God. 
Without a spiritual enlightenment, even when they 
looked upon their Lord, their eyes were holden that 
they should not know Him ; without a spiritual ap- 
proximation, even when they sat with Him in the 
house, and walked with Him in the way, they were 
- not really nigh Him. Their need was as great as is 
ours of that inner Ulumination, that internal contact, 
without which it would have availed them little that 
they had seen with their eyes, and handled with their 
hands, of the Word of life ; for all this might have 
been, and yet have left them without that knowledge 
of a Saviour which is life and peace—have left them, 
too, among the number of those to whom, after 
having lived in their presence, and taught in their 
streets, He will none the less one day profess,—‘ I 
never knew you.” 

For it was not every one who saw our Lord upon 
earth, that saw, with righteous Simeon, His salva- 
tion. While many thronged and pressed upon Him 
in the crowd, few really towched Him ; and the Scrip- 
tures make it evident, that among the multitudes 
- who witnessed His mighty and merciful deeds, were 
many persons “ who seeing did not understand,” and 
remained in a state of unbelief not to be overcome by 
any outward testimony, even that of a miracle. Yet 
because they saw His works, and in some cases were 
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themselves the subjects of them, they must have be- 
lieved in them, as matters of fact, and-must also, 
on the evidence of such facts, have believed in Him, 
as a Being endowed with wonderful and superhuman 
powers. How then was it that they did not, at the 
same time, believe to the saving of their souls? The 
answer to this will yo far to explain to us how it is 
that so many among us believe, and in a certain 
sense understand our Bibles, yet, for want of a spiri- 
tual insight and appropriation, fail, while we: accept 
the fact, to receive along with it the life-imparting 
principle it encloses. What the Word spoken 
(whether by word or sign) was to them, the Word 
written is to us, and neither can profit, so long as it 
is ‘received in the word only. They had the fact, 
and we have its record ; and either, to be made 
effectual to the heart and conscience of any one of us, 
requires to be brought home to that heart and con- 
science, by the Spirit of demonstration and of power. 

We love our Bibles, and we think that we believe 
them : let us ask ourselves this question, Can persons 
believe the Bible who do not believe what the Bible 
tells them? In other words, Can they believe the 
Bible who do not believe in anything else? For 
while we rest in the Bible, to the exclusion of any 
other testimony, the Bible itself declares most so- 
lemnly in favour of another Witness, to whom it ap- 
peals as an evidence of its own truth; and if we 
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believe what the Apostles, speaking through the 
Gospel, tell us, we must also accept the authority to 
which they refer us, and to which they were referred 
by their Lord, “ When the Comforter is come, whom 
I will send unto you from the Father, even the Spirit 
of truth, which proceedeth from the Father, He shall 
testify. of me. For he shall receive of mine, and 
shall show it unto you.”! Now, if they who had 
been with their Master from the beginning, who were 
themselves appointed to be His historic witnesses, 
had yet need of a spiritual Witness, upon whose 
evidence and through whose spiritual monitions they 
were to receive their Lord more fully, and learn 
of Him more truly than they had yet done, how can 
we afford to dispense with its testimony? If the 
facts were not enough for them, how shall the record 
of the facts be enough for us? “It is the Spirit 
that beareth Witness ;’ and so lonz as Belief is 
based, as might have been with the Apostles, on the 
evidence of the senses—or rests, as in the case of so 
many among ourselves, upon the written testimony 
of others, we are but receiving the Witness of men 
—the Witness of God being greater: “And he that 
believeth hath the Witness in himself.” 

Here, then, we find the point of departure between 
us and the Apostles. Our belief, compared with 
theirs, is dead, formal, and historical, because they 


1 John xv. and xvi. 
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have attained to what we too often miss,—a point 
of Union between the work done and the work doing. 
While they rest in Christ’s work, they rejoice in the 
Spirit’s work, which is unto them the seal of its 
perfect. accomplishment in their hearts—the earnest 

of grace, and the promise of glory. To them, the 
- Word spoken from Heaven has peen answered by the 
work wrought through its efficacy upon earth ; they 
have found all the promises of God in Christ Yea, 
and in Hira Amen. Nothing has been declared which 
has not also been confirmed. To the Yea of God— 
the let it be, and it was-—spoken in our Saviour’s . 
accomplished work of deliverance, of which, upon the 
Cross, He testified that it was finished, the Amen— 
so let it be—has been returned from the faithful 
soul, bearing witness to the salvation wrought within 
it through the power of the Yea. Therefore, while 
we are all doubt and hesitation, not knowing whether 
or not we may appropriate this privilege or claim 
this promise, the Apostles use the language of men 
who know the certainty of the things wherein they 
have been instructed. What they have seen and 
heard is their guarantee, as the Bible is ours, for 
the facts upon which their relations with God are 
founded ; and when they pass from these facts to 
_ their application to the individual soul, we find them 
no less confident, and this because they have received 
not only gifts, but with them that which seems, in 
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the case of any intelligent Being, essential to the true 
possession and use of them; I mean the knowledge 
that they are our own. ‘“ We have received,” says 
St. Paul,: “of the Spirit to know the things which 
have been freely given us of God ;” and St. John 
testifies for himself and his converts,” that “an un- 
derstanding has been given them both to know Him 
that is true, and that they are in Him that is true.” 

As He that beareth record is true, so is He that 
beareth witness true also ; and having received the 
faithful and true Witness—-God’s testimony to His 
own Work, they would as soon think of doubting 
that which they had seen, the fact of our Lord’s per- 
sonal existence, as of doubting that which they have 
felt, their own personal interest in Him ; they would 
as soon think of calling their Saviour’s merits in 
question, as of hesitating with regard to their own 
participation in them, That they are in Him, is a 
fact as clearly established as that He is ; and this 
confidence has not been brought about, as we some- 
times imagine, both as regards them and other emi- 
nent Christians, by way of any extraordinary Revela- 
tion, but is founded upon the evidence which, in the 
case of any merely natural event, we should esteem 
at once the siinplest and the surest,—they know that 
the Work is wrought for and in them, simply because 
they experience its effocts ; they feel that something 

1 1 Cor, ii. 12. 2 1 John v. 20. 
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has been brought about within their souls which could 
not have been accomplished but by the presence of a 
power, the influence of an agency, Being conscious 
that it is not with them as it has been, they compare 
the affections, tempers, and desires they now experi- 
ence, with those which had possession of them while 
they yet walked in the darkness of the natural under- 
standing ; they rest, in short, in a felt and experienced 
work. 

And here I would draw attention to another deeply ~ 
interesting fact, and wish to do so the more particu- 
larly, because when a view, however scriptural, fails 
to obtain general reception, it is usual to charge it 
with being unreal, visionary, tending to no practical 
issue. It becomes, therefore, very important for us 
to observe that the Apostles, boldly as they speak for 
themselves and the Churches to which they minis- 
tered, of conscious possessing, conscious partaking of 
Christ, never rest this possession and partaking upon 
sensations, impressions, visions, or revelations of the 
Lord (abundantly as in these last respects they had 
whereof to glory), but ground it upon the turning of 
the heart to God,! as evidenced in a renewed affection, 


1 Few Christians appear to have enjoyed such abounding, even over- 
whelming manifestations of the Divine presence and favour, as fell to the 
share of the heavenly-hearted Brainerd. In youth he would pass whole 
days in the wild solitudes of the forest, in a state of eestacy, in which he 
was insensible to the flight of time, to hunger, and every impression 
of an outward kind, and during the whole course of his ardent, evan- 
gelie life, there were seasons, not unfrequent, of which, through the 
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a moral renovation, a spiritual change. They know 
that they are Christ’s by the Spirit which He has 
given them—a Spirit which, being like unto His own, 
works in their spirits a holy likemindedness with their 
Lord. Without this, they might possess all gifts, 
and understand all mysteries, and yet be nothing. 
St. Paul’s experience works hope, and he knows that 
this is a sure and certain hope, a hope that maketh 
not ashamed, not because he has been caught up into 
the third heaven, and heard in paradise unspeakable 
words not lawful for a man to utter, but because the 
love of .God is shed abroad in-his heart by the Holy 
Ghost. St. John knows that he has passed from 
death unto life, not because, being in the Spirit, he 
has seen and talked with angels and with One greater 


abundance of the revelations, he might have said with the Apostle, that 
whether they were passed in the body, or out of the body, was known 
not to him, but God. Yet it is recorded that, ‘‘There was no sight 
of heaven in his imagination, with gates of pearl and golden streets, 
and a vast multitude with shining garments ; no vision of the book of 
life opened with his name written in it: no sudden suggestion of words 
or promise of Scripture, as then immediately spoken: or sent to him, 
no new revelations, or strong suggestions of secret facts. -But the way 
he was satisfied of his own good estate was by feeling within himself 
the lively actings of a holy temper and heavenly disposition, the vigor- 
ous exercise of that divine love which casts out fear.” Also, on the. 
subject of his missionary labours, he says: ‘‘I look upon it as one of 
the glories of this work of grace among the Indians, and a special evi- 
dence of its being from a Divine influence, that there has been till now 
no visionary notions, trances and imaginations intermixed with those 
rational convictions of sin, and solid consolations which numbers have 
experienced, and might I have had my desire, there had been no appear- 
ance of anything of this nature at all.” 
1 Rom. v. 5. 
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than they, but because he loves the brethren! And 
just as in our Lord’s outward ministry of Redemption, 
the works that He did bore witness of Him that God — 
had sent Him, so in, His inner ministry of Sanctifi- 
cation do signs and wonders accompany them that 
believe. And, as in the case of our Saviour’s miracles, 
the work of power bore witness to the presence of 
power, so is the presence of grace attested by the 
work of grace. In each case an appeal is made to 
something accomplished—evident—to be seen and 
known of all men. The Spirit as well as the Word 
says, ‘ Believe that I am He, for the very works’ 
sake,” for the sake and on the testimony of love, 
peace, righteousness, and joy in the Holy Ghost, 
My works—in their way as manifest as the works of 
the flesh which they displace. “If I do not the works 
which none other can do, believe not that God hath 
sent me.” 

It is the peculiar mission of the Holy Spirit to 
lead us into the knowledge and certainty of our 
happy estate in Christ,—a mission on which His 
name of Comforter seems founded. ‘In that day,” 
says our Lord, speaking of the coming of Him for 
whose sake it was expedient that He himself should 
leave us, “ye shall know that I am in the Father, 
and ye in me, and I in you;”* and I think it is greatly 
because we do not strive after the realization of this 

1 1 John iii, 14, 2 John xiv, 20. 
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promise, and seem, indeed (speaking generally), to 
have resigned even the expectation of its fulfilment 
within us, that our religion has become a heartless 
unreal thing, without grasp upon the truths it pro- 
fesses to embrace. 

I know that to speak of things heavenly, just as 
we should do of things earthly, on the ground of 
simple experience ; to testify to a Saviour’s love as 
something which has been felt ; to rejoice in conscious 
pardon, conscious renewal, conscious acceptance in 
the Beloved, is to transgress the limits of that con- 
ventional acceptation of the Gospel to which Chris- 
tians are satisfied to restrict themselves. Such views, 
it is said, are likely to lead to error and self-deception. 
In short, they are dangerous—a word which, being 
used for the purpose of dismissing the subject sum- 
marily, is not accustomed to wait for an answer * Or 
one might be readily found for it in the fact, that 
there is no one doctrine of the Gospel, not even 
excepting those which are most essential to salvation, 
_ which may not prove, and has not proved, dangerous, 
when forced into undue prominence, by being taken 
in isolation from other truths of kindred importance. 
Besides, in this case we are not the judges. An 
inquiry raised upon any point upon which God. has 
been pleased to reveal Himself in the inspired Word, 
must not proceed upon merely prudential grounds. 
The question is not, Is this (according to our own 
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notions) a safe view of the subject? but, Is it the 
scriptural, the true one? Can we deny it without 
depriving a large portion of Scripture of its meaning 
and coherency, or ignore it without numbering our- 
selves among those who handle the Word of God 
deceitfully, and draw on themselves a real danger, 
even the judgment pronounced against those who 
“diminish aught” from His inviolable testimonies ? 
TE do not—understand me well—mean to say, that 
faith, in order to be sincere and saving, must neces- 
sarily reach the measure of the confidence I have 
been speaking of. The song of holy trust and triumph 
in God, which none but the redeemed can learn, is 
most truly “a song of degrees ;” and a faith which - 
effectually secures participation in the merits of our 
Lord may yet come short of the faith which assures 
of that participation. I would only urge, that this 
clearer perception should, upon the testimony of 
Scripture, be believed in as a possible attainment, 
and then prayed for, striven for, died for; for the 
holy gift of assurance is the reward, as an old divine 
expresses it, of ‘exact walking :” it is a treasure 
imparted only to those who keep faithfully the good 
things committed to their charge. It is God’s usury 
upon His own money. 

We should at least, as you say to me in one of your 
letters, expect the fulfilment of our Redeemer’s so 
often-repeated promise—the reward of faith and 
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obedience!—that He would manifest Himself to His 
people after another manner than He does unto the 
world, Believing this promise, should we not be 
urgent after its accomplishment, in that spiritual 
revelation of Christ, which is to the faithful soul the 
performance of the things in which it has believed 
on the evidence of the outward word? As no man 
knoweth the Father but the Son, and be to whom 
the Son will reveal Him, should we not pray that 
the Father may in the Son be manifested towards us 
more and more, as nothing short of the sweetness of 
such a disclosure can engage our hearts to love and 
serve Him with that perfect love which casteth out 
fear,? ‘“‘ which feels not the burden of the day, which 
counts not the cost of the lavour, which works not 


! Our Lord’s answer to the question of Judas (John xiv. 22-23), 
taken with the many other sayings in which He makes the abiding in 
His love, and in that of the Father, dependent on the keeping of the 
commandment, places obedience before us in a light in which, I 
think, we have need to consider it more fully than has been yet done. 
1 mean as being a direct means of grace, a way. wherein, as by prayer 
and the other divinely-appointed ordinances, we approach unto God, 
and draw out our souls after Him ; as a tree, while it lives by its root, 
breathes and feeds itself through every leaf which the root nourishes, 
Many disputes have been raised among men as to the difference be- 
tween faith and obedience. Itis probable they are identical with God, 
to whom obedience, that part of our life in Him which is seen, and 
faith, the part which is unseen, aré alike open and manifest. It is 
evident that an action performed or refrained frum, with a reference to 
the Divine pleasure, is as sloguent unto God as a prayer or thanksgiv- 
ing, aud as likely to be answered by Him with blessing. For tothe eve 
of love, the deeds and gestures that express it are as intelligible as its 
spoken words, and no less acceptable and sweet, 

2 St. Bernard. 
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for wages, being itself the most powerful motive of 
action?’ And in urging these questions, I am less 
occupied with: what I believe to be necessary to the 
salvation of our souls, than with what I know to be 
essential! to their comfort. It is upon the Saviour’s 
work, and not upon the Spirit’s witness, that salva- 
tion depends. Yet they are the happiest Christians 
who, while they rest in the Day of Redemption, 
rejoice in that whereby they are sealed unto _ it, 
with joy unspeakable and full of glory. For with- 
out the witness of the Comforter we can know 
nothing of love, and joy, and peace in believing, 
as these happy and holy affections depend for their 
existence and support upon evidence which it is His 
office te impart. Without the security which this 
communicates, there can be no sweetness in love, no 
foundation for joy, no possibility of peace ; and until 
we receive this witness we must live, as so many of 
us are content to do, a starved life, joyless, unloving, 
unassured, as unworthy of the privileges in which 
Christianity places us, as it is of the glorious pro- 
spects to which, on the warrant of those privileges, it 
conducts us. “To them that believe, Christ is pre- 
cious.” How comes it, then, that we are content to 
rest the great matter of our personal interest in Him, 
upon evidence that would not satisfy us in the case — 
of any temporal possession—far less so in that of 
1 See Note G. 


A PRESENT HEAVEN. 79 


any earthly affection—content to remain without the 
tokens of His presence, without the marks of His 
love, without the consciousness of His indwelling 
and abiding 4. Christ has given Himself for us, yet 
we do not know whether He is our own or not, and 
we are content to remain in uncertainty. Yet the 
Good Shepherd, speaking of the sheep for whom He 
laid down His life, and for whom He has taken it 
again, says, “I know my sheep, and am known of 
mine,”—the Church, for which Christ died, and for 
and in which He even now liveth, has One within 
her that uses no hesitating language. The Spirit has 


1 To return agnin to this saying, ‘‘If aman love me, he will keep 
my words, and my Father will love him ; and we will come unto him, 
and make our abode with him,”—do they not attach an unspeakable 
present reward to faith and obedience, a prize only to be attained 
through their joint exercise ; though freedom and acceptance may be 
won, as by the thief on the cross, through faith alone? Well may this 
be called the prize of our high calling, if it were possible to express in 
words what that prize {s—what that promised manifestation—what 
that habitual indwelling, we might hope to win more of our fellow- 
creatures to strive for it; but it is among the things which it is not 
lawful (possible?) for a man to utter. There is something in this 
which words—even though, like these of Christ’s, they he spirit and 
they be life—can never fully express. It is a revelation made by de- 
grees to those who seek it, by a close and humble walk with God, in 
prayer and in the keeping of the commandment. Many sincere Chris- 
tians, doubtless, fall short of it. Many indeed know not that there is 
such a prize, and have but faint perceptions of anything to be striven 
for beyond what they already possess. It seems to me that there is a 
treasure hid in such sayings as these, “I will manifest myself unto 
him,” ‘‘we will make our abode with-him,”’ which few among us even 
guess at. We read the words as we might walk over the turf under 
which there is hidden gold. It is a great matter, however, to have 
been made aware of the existence, of the treasurd, though we may as 
yet have made small way towards taking possession of it.—J.E.B, 
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spoken for the Bride, ‘“‘ My beloved is mine, and I 
am His.” Where there is uncertainty, there will be 
all that. coldness and indecision which has rendered 
the epithet of the Saxon king, “the Unready,” so 
mournfully appropriate to Christians in general. We © 
are weighing our claims when we ought. to be urging 
them, proving our armour when we ought to be fight- 
ing in it, seeking our Lord, when firmer, truer spirits 
would be saying, “I have found Him whom my soul 
loveth,’ and this because we have not been careful 
to pierce into the blessedness of that “‘ mystery” of 
devout consolation, without which prayer sinks into 
an exercise, obedience into taskwork, and the sacra- 
ments are degraded into a symbol—Christ in us, the 
Hope of glory. 

And if Christ be indeed within us—if we are truly 
among the number of those who love His appearing, 
we shall not long remain without a sign of it; it 
being as natural for Him to impart an evidence of 
His favour as it is for the human soul to require it. 
“¢ What sign showest Thou ?’ the Jews asked of Him 
upon earth, a question only made objectionable 
through the cavilling spirit in which it was uttered, 
for it is necessary to the mind of Man, and a part of 
its reasonable nature, to seek to establish itself in the 
certainty of whatever it would fain confide in as true, 
or rest in as desirable. Wherever interest may be 
excited or affection awakened, it will demand some 


A PRESENT HEAVEN. 81 


evidence, suitable to the nature of the object con- 
cerned, to show that the affection is reciprocated, the 
interest assured ; and I think in the case of our dear- 
est interests we are much the losers, by not acting as 
simply as we should do in any affair of common life, 
and seeking for the proof of our acceptance with God, 
exactiy where God has bid us look for it. No man, 
says our Lord Himself, can do the works of God, ex- 
cept God be with him ; and His apostle! repeats the 
same truth in another form of words when he makes 
the keeping of the commandment a sign? unto our-- 


1 And hereby we do know that we know Him, if we keep His. com- 
mandments. . . . Whoso keepeth His word, in him verily is the fove of 
God perfected ; hereby know we that we arein Him. (1 Johnii. 3, 5.) 

2 A sign so sure, so deeply satisfactory in its nature, that I some- 
times find it hard to understand why we should ask for any other.- I 
feel a sort of surprise in hearing Christians expressing a desire for the 
restoration of the Church’s miraculous gifts, or wishing, as individuals, 
for visible answers to prayer, or other sensible consolations of the 
Spirit. It scems so plain, that the remaining faithful to Divine grace 
in that which is least—say in being able to maintain a truly loving 
temper under unjust provocation—is a fuller, more intimate evidence 
of continuance in God’s love, than -would be shown in the power of 
raising a dead body to life, or even in that more coveted power of being 
employed by God to raise up a dead soul. ‘‘ For rejoice not that the 

‘spirits are made subject unto you, but rejoice rather that your names 
are written in Heaven.” Let us rejoice in that we are accepted and 
renewed in Christ, who has also given us the earnest of His Spirit, 
making us of one heart, one way with Him, to show us that we are 
indeed His. 

Covet earnestly the best gifts. ‘The passive graces, patience, meak-~ 
ness, self-abnegation, these are the miracles of the New Covenant. 
While many of the active virtues are merely the natural energies 
transfigured and changed into a higher likeness—the earthly made to 
bear the image of the heavenly, these are most truly 

“ Unfed by Nature's soil.” 
Their root itself is in Christ, and in Him is their fruit found. 


EF 
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selves, an evidence of our standing in that grace 
through which alone it can be performed. While 
some, therefore, altogether ignore the witness of the 
Spirit, and others place it in something vague and 
intangible, an enthusiastic feeling, an elevated im- 
pression, which they are dissatisfied if they do not 
find, and finding, scarcely know whether this is in- 
deed what they have sought or not, the testimony of | 
God stands sure where He has placed it. In the © 
witness of affiliation, given in the Spirit of grace and 
of adoption, whereby, in the conversion of the heart 
unto God, we cry unto Him, Abba, Father ; in the 
witness of assimilation, given in the mind renewed 
after Christ’s likeness, in righteousness and true holi- 
ness, after the Image in which it was first created. 
And here I might quit a subject which it is im- 
possible to exhaust, were it not that I desire to 
explain myself more fully upon a point connected 
with, it, upon which, as yet, I have only touched in- 
cidentally. I feel that few Christians will agree. in 
what I have said, upon our equality with the apostles 


in respect of privileges and capabilities in Christ, — 


and we are slow to believe in this equality, or to 
admit the scriptural inferences on which it is founded, 


from. a disposition, very common, I think, among us, _ 


to look upon the extraordinary gifts of the Spirit 
as being something greater and more God-like than 
its ordinary graces: yet it does not require a very 
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deep examination of Scripture! to prove that the 
-sanctifying grace still enjoyed by the Church, and 
which can never depart from it, is a richer and more 
heavenly gift, containing in it a fuller participation in 
the Divine nature, than the miraculous gifts granted 
to the Apostles in order to promote its first establish- 
ment. For it is evident that these last may be 
possessed, as in the case of Balaam, and many other 
persons instanced in the Old and New Testaments, 
without that vital union of the soul with its Maker 
which is essential to the communication of the latter. 
Balaam saw the vision of the Almighty, and beheld 
the star arising out of Jacob, but the Day-star, as 
Edwards? observes, never arose in his heart—he had 
an outward revelation, but no spiritual discovery of 
Christ. His knowledge being exterior only, wrought 
no moral change within, and, in the midst of extra- 
ordinary mental illumination, he remained an infidel 
at heart, even while enjoying an outward communion 
with the God whom he neither loved nor honoured, 
nor, except by constraint, obeyed. 

1 We see that the disciples of our Lord had received from Him 
wonder-working powers at a time when St. John expressly tells us 
(chap. vii. 89) that the Holy Ghost was not yet given. Yet the 
Seventy could then return with joy, declaring that the devils were 
subject to them. Compare also with this the twelfth chapter of First 
Corinthians, where St. Paul; after enumerating the various extraor- 
dinary gifts then enjoyed by believers, coneludes by saying, ‘‘ Yet 
show I unto you a more excellent way,” and goes on to unfold the 


nature of a grace—even charity.—-See Wesley’s Thirty-ninth Sermon. 
2 Edwards on the Religious Affections, » 
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The case of this man may be considered in some 
degree exceptional, because, under both Covenants, 
the extraordinary gifts of the Spirit have been in 
general accompanied by a measure of grace in pro- 
portion ; but other instances! are not wanting to- 
show that these occasional influences of the Holy 
Ghost are not necessarily attended with that com- 
munication of it through which we become partakers 
of the Divine Nature,—a communication as far 
transcending them as the permanent exceeds the 
temporary, or the essential surpasses the merely acci- 
dental. An over-estimation of the extraordinary > 
workings of the Spirit—sometimes manifested in an 
uneasy anxiety for their recall—betrays that we have 
not yet arrived at a due appreciation of its crowning 
work, the imparting of its own nature to the human 
soul, to which these outward endowments subserved 
merely as means to anend. And here we shall do 
well to bestow some thought on a wonderful and 
little understood text,? “He that believeth on me, 


1 Jnstances such ag those of Gideon, Jephthah, Samson, and Saul, 
men of irregular lives and unconverted hearts, yet spoken of as being, 
at certain times and upon extraordinary occasions, under the imme- 
diate influence of the ‘‘ Spirit of God.” are enough to prove that a 
temporary delegation of God’s power can be vestowed, without im- 
parting that communication of His Nature which is inseparable from 
the lowliest operation of Sanctifying grace. The New Testament fur- 
nishes an eminent example of this in the case of Caiaphas, who, 
being High Priest, prophesied, in virtue ‘of his office, of the glory ‘of 
Him whom he was even then taking counsel to destroy. 

2 John xiv. 12. 
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the works that I do shall he do also, and greater 
warks than these shall he do, because I go unto my 
Father.” In these words, “the works that I do,” 
our Saviour alludes to His visible miracles exerted 
in the Kingdom of Nature, and exhibiting His rule 
and sovereignty over it. These, in splendour and 
variety, were never surpassed by the Apostles ; and 
as the degree of power over material things which 
the Lord of Nature was pleased to delegate to His 
first servants was not long continued to the Church, 
it has become evident that the outward Signs and 
Tokens which accompanied the founding of our 
Saviour’s Empire on earth do not form part of the 
economy by which that empire is sustained, and that 
it is not in the Kingdom of Nature, the kingdom 
without us, that we are to look for the fulfilment of 
the promise. It, is, therefore, in Christ’s other 
kingdom, even the Kingdom of Grace within us, and 
in the greater works that belong to it, that we must 
expect to see its abundant, realization. Here, through 
the Spirit of God, acting with Man’s spirit in the 
sphere of ordinary Christian exertion, the blind may 
still receive their sight, the lepers be cleansed, the 
spiritually dead be raised to life; and why are these 
works greater, inasmuch as spirit transcends matter, 
than any outward miracle even now possible? Why 
are all things, falling within these boundaries that 
God hath appointed, possible to him that believeth ? 
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Because, saith our Lord, J go to my Father ;—go 
to receive gifts for men, yea, even for the rebellious, 
that the Lord their God may dwell among them ; 
—go to make and to keep open a Highway for the 
people whom I have redeemed ; go to pray for them, 
to strengthen them, to provide them with an indwell- 
ing Comforter—the Spirit. of Truth and of Peace, the 
Spirit of Wisdom and Revelation, the Spirit of Love 
and of Power. If ye loved me, or yourselves in me, 
ye would rejoice, because I go unto the Father. 
Until, therefore, it is proved that the Son is now 
less present with the Father than when He first 
ascended up to him, the Spirit less present with the 
Church now than when it was at first bestowed, it 
seems difficult to discover what advantage, as regards 
the things that belong to life and godliness, the pri- 
mitive age possessed over our own, or upon what 
grounds we accustom ourselves to contemplate the 
piety, zeal, and love of the first Christians, as we 
might look upon some old master-work in painting 
or stained glass—an excellence rather to be mar- 
velled at than attained to. Yet we have no need to 
envy their privileges and endowments, only to use 
our own. They were in possession of no secrets to 
which we have not now the key ; and if we knew 
what the true Gift of God is, and felt in how much 
all of an outward kind that even He has to bestow 
upon us is exceeded by that access to His Presence 
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and union with His Nature, which it lies within the 
faithful acceptance and: use of our ordinary Chris- 
tian privileges to-impart,! we should confess that they 
who have the Giver have all, and need not mourn 
over the withdrawal of any particular gift. We re- 
gret the things which have been taken away, chiefly 
through our imperfect’ recognition of the things 
which remain, Though miracles, tongues, and pro- 
phesyings have céased, “ now abideth ” Faith, Hope, 
Charity ;? and how much, inasmuch as the moral is 
more noble than the material, is a grace better than 
a gift! How much does the House, even Sanctifi- 
cation, or the renewal of man’s body, soul, and spirit 
unto God, exceed in glory that by means of which it 
was builded! The outward exhibitions of God’s 


1 “ One standard of life,” says Neander, *‘ applies to all Christians ; 
the difference, as regards the reception of God’s truth, betwee the 
inspired Prophet and the ordinary believer is one of degree, uot of 
kind.” 

And it is sutely very instructive to observe how much stress the 
Apostles lay upon that which is general, how little upon that which is 
peculiar in their own position in Christ—how simply they place their 
converts just where they stand themselves. As men before whom a great 
work hag.been set by God, they know that they have been éndowed 
. by Him with eminent gifts and graces, and to this St. Paul occasion- 
ally testifies with devout thankfulness, as when he magnifies his office. 
Yet even such an office seems but a small thing to one who, being 
joined unto the Lord, knows what it is to be of one Spirit with Him 
and His. ‘‘There are diversities of operations, but one Lord.” It 
matters little whether a member’s office appears more or less honour- 
able, whether he be foot or hand, 80 long as he is of the Body; living on 
its fulness, and growing with its growth, ‘* And we,” says St. Paul, 
** are members of His body, of His flesh, and of His bones.” 

3 1 Cor. xiii. 
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providence are like the strong wind which rends the 
mountains-—like the earthquake and the fire, they _ 
declare His Majesty and Awfulness, they show us that — 
the Lord passes by, but He Himszrr is in the still 
‘small voice. | 

God Himself is there. Does not the knowledge of | 
this, in the fact that the Almighty, in the commu- 
nication of the Holy Spirit, imparts His own nature 
to the human soul, wonderfully extend and deepen 
the sense of our spiritual relations with Him, and 
give a yet fuller meaning to our Lord’s saying, 
“ Whatsoever ye shall ask in my name, believing, ye 
shall receive ?” 

Believing ye shall receive all things, even God 
Himself. For even as earthly fathers, of such things 
as they have, give good gifts unto their children, 
even so will our Heavenly Father, because He can 
bestow nothing greater, impart. Himself to those in 
whom in His one beloved Son He is well pleased. 
God, who so loved the world that’ He gave His only 
begotten Son to die for it, that the world through 
Him might be saved, communicates through the 
Spirit that love which was manifested in the Son ;? 
and this communication is set before us in Scripture 
as the great object of prayer—may we not say that 
it is the final object of alZ prayer, the fulness of the 
blessing of the Gospel St. Paul spoke of, making its 


1 1 Kings xix. i Johnivy 9 
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every gift and promise our own? And if the gift 
—that which our Heavenly Father will give to them 
that ask Him—is the object of all prayer, is not its 
increase—that which He will make to abound more . 
and more in them that serve Him—the object of all 
endeavour? While from him that hath not—from 
him who possesses not that which is his own—shall 
be taken away, gradually perhaps, but surely, even 
that which he hath, until the light that is in him, 
his portion of the true light which lighteneth every 
man that cometh into the world, is turned into dark- 
ness— To him that hath shall be given, and he 
shall have abundance.” He shall receive of gifts 
without measure as they are without price. He shall 
be satisfied with the plenteousness of God’s house, 
and shatl drink of its pleasures as out of the river : 
“ Fat, O friends; drink, yea, drink abundantly, O 
beloved.”’ 


IV. 
THE GOSPEL RECEIVED PROPHETICALLY. 


cf Say not in thine heart, Who shall ascend into heaven? that is, to 
bring Christ down from above.”—Rom, x. 6. 


Amone the truths which Revelation makes known | 
to us, there are some which so directly approve them- 
selves to our human consciousness, so meet its inner 
wants, so satisfy its upward aspirations, that the soul, 
cheered by the sunshine they cast round them, is apt 
to repose m it with a too exclusive complacency. 
And among these divinely established facts I know 
not one to which the heart of Man, wounded by the 
sorrows, and wearied with the troubles of the present 
life, has responded with a wider or more universal 
consent than has been accorded to the scriptural tes- 
timony upon which the happiness of the dead who 
die in the Lord is established. To the Voice which 
has proclaimed them “blessed,” the Spirit has made 
answer in a “yea” as fervent as earth ever sent back 
to heaven. 
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“ Yea, itis well with them, their course is finished, 
For them there is no longer any future.” 

We know that they have passed into a state, waiting 
for whose perfection, not only we, who have the First 
Fruits of the Spirit, but the whole of God’s natural 
creation, groan and travail together in pain—a state 
wherein they know even as they are known, and love 
even as they are loved—a state wherein they have 
arrived at that full “apprehension” of Christ, which 
His most favoured servants upon earth have confessed 
that they must still reach after. Yet I think, while 
it is impossible in thought or word or prayer to dwell 
with too much delight upon the coming in of that 
which is perfect, we should be careful in doing so, to 
remember that the Promise of the Future, fondly as 
we are inclined to rest upon it, is simply contingent 
upon that which it only seems to exceed in glory— 
the unspeakable gift vouchsafed to us in the Present. 
We must not allow a shadow, although it be the 
shadow of good things to come, to eclipse, even for a. 
moment, the substance of good things already obtained. 
The promise grows out of the gift ; and that gift is 
“Christ in us,” out of which the hope of glory, its 
exceeding and eternal weight, unfolds by way of 
natural development. 

“He that hath the Son hath life ;”—a deepened 
sense of this truth would work within us a dissatis- 
faction with the vague impressions which, upon many 
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points connected with death and the future state, 
have too much taken the place of Gospel realities 
among us. In explaining what I now mean, I need 
only draw your attention to the manner in which, in 
those unpremeditated expressions which reveal our 
real sentiments far more clearly than any guarded 
statement of opinion, we are accustomed to refer to 
the separation of the soul and body. As Christians 
we permit ourselves, upon this awful subject, to use 
language strangely inconsistent with our name and 
profession—language which, if reduced to its true 
sense and value, would go far to make it appear that 
we had chosen death, not Christ for our Saviour, and 
which, even ‘under every allowance for the vagueness 
of popular expression, betrays an ignorance of the 
nature and conditions of spiritual life, that leaves us, 
in the very heart of our Christian privileges, in a sort 
of Jewish Estate, wherein, as if unsatisfied with Him 
who is already come, we seem to be yet looking for | 
another. Nothing is so common as to hear Death 
spoken of as the entrance to a better life,! nor is it 
unustial even from the pulpit to listen to expressions 
which imply that the soul, so long as it remains 
united to its weaker partner, must inevitably partake 
of its imperfection, to a degree which draws its capa- 
city for spiritual. attainments and enjoyments within 
very narrow limits. 
1 See Note H. 
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True it is that so long as we continue in the body 
we have yet to wait for that body’s full redemption, 
anticipating which the natural creation and the re- 
generated spirit of man groan together, “ being 
burdened.” The “ earnest expectation” even of the 
natural heart impels it to hope and onward looking, 
far more does that of the renewed nature urge it 
upon the thought of final deliverance from a bondage 
yet not wholly broken, a contradiction yet not fully 
overcome. He that is dead is freed from sin. Yet 
we must never forget that not only Immortality but 
Life has been brought to light by the Gospel, and 
we ought jealously to guard against whatever tends 
to invest it with a promissory, and, so to speak, pro- 
phetic aspect, by transferring its cardinal benefits to 
a future period and remote scene of existence ; and 
thus, by implication, deprives the meritorious satis- 
faction of our Saviour—the One Foundation upon 
which Scripture authorizes us to build up our whole 
spiritual life—of the nature of a real and effected 
work.2, When we look to Death to admit us to privi- 

1 Romans vill, 23. 

2 Wherever there is a transference of the Blessings of the Gospel to 
a Future time, as wherever there is a limitation of them in the Present, 
there exists, as I observed in my Second Letter, an unsuspected dis- | 
position to bring down the Atonement from a Reality to a Type—to 
reduce it from something done, to something merely foreshown and 
promised, Yet it is not, like the Patriarch, ‘‘in a figure,” that the. 
Christian must receive that Lord, who, when he ascended up on high, 


and led captive our Race’s long Captivity, received for us men, not 
promises, but gifts, As He that dwellsamong us is alive for evermore, 
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leges which are already conferred upon us in the 
blood of reconciliation, we imply that this full, per- . 
fect, and sufficient Sacrifice, like the Legal offerings 
which prefigured it, does not contain within it that 
which can make the comers thereto perfect. We 
take the Key from off the shoulder of the true Elia- 
kim, ‘who openeth and no man shutteth,” whenever 
we look to death to subdue, as by some magical pro- 
cess, an enmity which Christ has already taken away, 
und to effect a reconciliation which, by One offering, 
He has perfected for ever. When we speak as if 
we expected a merely natural event, such as the dis- 
solution of our bodily forces, to exert some mysterious 
influence upon the relations on which the life of 
the soul depends, we only prove that we have not 
yet, even in thought, probed to the deep-sunken 
foundation of all spiritual vitality. We betray the 
same confusion of spiritual with natural existence, 
and the same inability to distinguish between each in 
its separate province, which made Nicodemus ask, — 
when urged to enter into a new and higher life, 
“How can a man enter a second time into his 
mother’s womb, and be born?” Our Lord’s answer 
places the distinction in the clearest light : 

“That which is born of the flesh is flesh. That 


so are all the benefits included in His Work and in His Abiding, real, 
living, and immediate, and the Blessings of the New Covenant, of 
which He is the Minister, are in the strictest sense as temporal—that 
is, as Surely our own in this present life—as were the Blessings of the © 
Elder one. } 
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which is born of the Spirit is spirit. Marvel not,.there- 
fore, that I said unto thee, Ye must be born again.” 

“That which is born of the flesh is flesh,”——a 
natural process is sufficient for a natural end, but it 
can go no farther. A spiritual operation demands 
for its accomplishment a spiritual energy. As none 
can enter into God’s natural kingdom, or partake of 
the life which belongs to it, without passing through 
the appointed channel of natural birth—-<o is it, by 
analogy, with every one that is born of the Spirit. 
None can enter into the kingdom of grace, or become 
a partaker of its spiritual life, but by means of the 
processes and conditions upon which it has been made 
to depend. To set these two states of existence—the 
life through which man becomes a living soul, and 
the life by which he is made a quickened spirit, 
clearly before us,—to see how. in the case of each one 
amongst us, they hold on their course, together yet 
distinct, is to be aware that neither life nor death, 
nor any other creature—that is, any power or energy 
belonging to God’s natural kingdom, can influence 
the spiritual relations to which our renewed existence 
has been attached. With regard to the nature of 
this renewed life, the Scriptures have been most: ex- 
plicit, equally so as to the conditions by which it 
holds. They acquaint us with a state of being to be 
attained to, not through death, but through Him who 
hath overcome it, and opened for us the gate of ever- 
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lasting life ; they unfold to us in its amplest particu- 
lars the character of this eternal life as revealed to 
us in the person of Christ Jesus, to whom alone 
it has been given to have life in Himself,! and 
from whom all our life is derived. They set this 
life before us in contradistinction to its true antago- 
nist, Spiritual death, or the alienation of the soul 
from God, and show us that it is from this death,? 


1 John v. 26, ; 

? When St. Paul, in the agony of his mental conflict, asks, Who 
shall deliver me from the body of this death, the law of sin which is 
in my members? he finds an answer in looking to a spiritual change, » 
not to a natural one; ‘‘the law of the Spirit of Life in Christ Jesus 
hus made me free from the law of sin and death.” He does not wait 
for the dissolution of the flesh to obtain freedom from the bondage of 
its corruption, but places his deliverance from it in Him who, coming 
in the likeness of sinful flesh, in that flesh overcame sin, and has — 
given unto them that, are in Him the power to overcome it, “‘ even as: 
He also overcame.” We are apt to speak as if it were the natural body 
which separates the human spirit from its Maker. Yetit is not the — 
flesh, but that which remains in it, the carnal mind at enmity against 
God, which constitutes the only true ground of alienation from Him. 
Many things may hide God from us, one thing only can separate us 
from Hira—unresisted, unrepented sin, and the flesh, though it may 
draw a veil between the soul and God’s presence—that light unto 
which no man living may approach, can oppose no barrier between it 
and His favour. ‘‘'’They who are in the flesh cannot please God,” by 
which expression it is evident, from what follows, St. Paul means, not 
the remaining in the natural body, but the continuing in the natural, 
unrenewed mind, for ‘‘ Ye,’”’ he says, ‘‘are not in the fiesh butin the 
Spirit, if so be that the Spirit of Goud dwelleth in you.” Our popular 
notions respecting death, and the prevailing disposition to connect 
the soul’s perfection with its separation from the body, seem based 
upon an unconscious Manicheism, which, supposing an inherency of 
evil in Matter, places it as the antagonist of God. We seem to forget 
that Christ is ‘the Saviour of the body” as well as the Redeemer of 
the soul; the Preserver and Sanctifier of the whole Nature,—body, 
soul, and spirit, which; in being made Man, He took upon Himself 
for ever. 
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even the darkness and decay, the bondage of corrup- 
tion to which the natural heart is subject, that we 
must pass by spiritual regeneration into the life and 
liberty of the children of God. They speak plainly 
as to the conditions by which this life is attained to 
and supported: Faith in Him who hath obtained it 
for us. “He that believeth on the Son hath ever- 
lasting life. He that believeth not the Son shall not 
see life, but the wrath of God, the darkness and 
shadow of death, abideth on him.” 

And here, I think, we have especial need of the 
work of the Comforter. When we have received the 
witness of the Spirit bearing witness with our spirit 
that we are the children of God, and if children, 
then heirs, our experience works hope, and gives us, 
as it were, ground to stand upon in heaven. They 
who have received the Earnest’ know enough of 
the Inheritance, and of Him in whom they have 
obtained it, to see clearly that spiritual and eter- 
nal life are identical. All renewed life, being one 
with that of the Renewer, is one life ; the same life, 
whether its outward circumstances be more or less 
happy—whether, in short, it be spent in heaven 
above, or upon earth below. And to speak of our 
present and our future life in Christ as being in any 
way separate from each other, is to draw a distinc- 
tion which our Lord Himself is most careful to avoid. 


1 Eph. i. 14. 
G 
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“He that believeth on me hath everlasting life.” 
On this point, as you long ago observed to me, the . 
very wording of Scripture is guarded—there is no 
future employed, it is not ‘shall have,” but * hath,” 
—hath now everlasting life—~a life begun in Christ ; 
aud over a life so begun, it is evident that no outward 
accident, such as the dissolution of the bodily organs, 
can exert any empire. When the breath of man 
goeth forth, he turns again to his dust. At the 
touch of death, the flower and grass of our natural 
life fali away and perish, but the Word of God, and 
that which is born of it, endureth for ever. Our 
spiritual life lies in a region far removed from the 
influence of any natural event or change ; it is hid 
in Christ : and St. Paul proves how much our future — 
life in Him is but the continuation and expansion of 
that which, even in the flesh, we live by the faith of 
the Son of God, when he says, ‘* When Christ, who 
is our life, shall appear, then shall ye also appear 
with Him in glory.” 

The real life will then be also the visible and ap- 
parent one ; and in dwelling upon this, the manifes- 
tation of the sons of God, for which St. Paul repre- 
sents the faithful as waiting in earnest expectation, 
we learn in what the true blessedness of death con- 
sists. Though it cannot, according to the popular 
phrase, admit us to a better life, it will give those 
who have already attained to the one life—the life 


A PRESENT HEAVEN. “99 


which is in Christ Jesus—a better world wherein 
to live ; it will immeasurably extend and glorify the 
outward conditions under which the development of 
that life will proceed. Our present life in Christ 
may be compared to that of the seed ; a hidden life, 
contending underground against cold and darkness 
and obstructions, yet bearing within its breast the 
indestructible germ of vitality. Death lifts the soul 
into the sunshine for which a hidden, invisible work 
has prepared it. Heaven is the life of the flower. 

It is enough for the disciple that he be as his 
Master; for the servant that he be as his Lord. 
Our present life in Christ is like the life which. He 
lived upon earth ; a life harassed and tempted, some- 
times agonized, often sorrowful ; a life wherein He 
was not alone, because the Father was with Him ; 
yet a life which those who loved Him were none the 
less called upon to rejoice when He laid it down, and 
seturned to the bosom of that Father’s love. Our 
future life will be like that which He leads there. 
“Where I am, there shall also my servant be.” 
While present with the body we remain, in a natural 
sense, absent from the Lord. Our communion with 
Him is only spiritual, and therefore incapable of 
affording the fulness of content to a being endowed 
with both spiritual and natural faculties. It cannot 
be with us in the Tabernacle! as it will be in the 


1 2 Cor. v. 
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House. Here, one half of us groans, being bur- 
dened, waiting for the redemption of the body, the 
final swallowing up of mortality in life, which is the 
promised restitution of all things, admitting both 
body and soul and spirit into the glorious liberty 
of the children of God. No marvel, then, that they 
who can say with St. Paul, “to live is Christ,” 
should with him also say, “to die is gain.” No 
marvel that ‘the soul which has tasted of the first- 
‘fruits which are holy, should long to be where the 
lump also is holy. No marvel that the spirit should 
awaken within the regenerate soul a desire to depart 
and to be with Christ, that its inner consciousness 
should testify to the existence of something “ far 
better” than is here to be enjoyed. “For he,” saith 
our Saviour, speaking of the Comforter, ‘‘ shall show 
you things to come.” And in accordance with these 
words, whilst little in the direct letter of Scripture 
has been fo/d us of the mystery of future blessedness, 
much, in this great matter, has been shown us by 
way of a spiritual analogy, which testifies that the 
recreated world is in all respects foreshown and typi- 
fied by the regenerate soul. In the mind renewed 
after the image in which it was first created, the 
Divine order is already begun—the key-note of the 
harmony to which God will in the end reduce all 
His works, is already struck. We often say that we 
can know at present nothing about heaven; and are 


A PRESENT HEAVEN. 101 


accustomed to quote in support of this a text which 
proves, when taken in connexion with what goes be- 
fore and follows it, that we know or may know a 
- great deal. I refer to 1 Cor. ii. 9, 10. 

‘“‘ Kye hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither have 
entered into the heart of man, the things which God 
hath prepared for them that love Him. 

“ But God hath revealed them unto us by His 
Spirit ; for the Spirit searcheth all things, yea, the 
deep thinys of God.” 

These words, and those which follow in the twelfth 
verse, “ Vow we have received of the Spirit which is 
of God, to know the things which have been freely 
given us of Him,” and, indeed, the whole tenor of 
the chapter, make it evident that the Apostle is not 
looking beyond the time that now is. The mystery! 
with which his thoughts are occupied is the life of 
God within the human soul—that “ preparation of 
the heart of man,” wherein He reveals Himself after 
a@ manner not to be apprehended by outward sense, 
or recognised by natural perception. It is the heaven 
within us, and not the heaven above us, that the 
Apostles would here unfold to us: he is concerned, 
not with such things of God as we have yet to wait 
for, but with such as we have already received. 


1 1 Cor. ii. 7.—‘*‘ We speak the wisdom of God in a mystery, even 
the hidden wisdom, which God ordained before the world unto our 
glory; which none of the princes of this world knew; for if they 
had known it, they would not have crucified the Lord of glory.” 
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‘God,’ he says, “hath revealed them unto us by 
His Spirit.” 

And we know much of heaven, if it be but in the 
initials and rudiments, wherein, in the lively charac- 
ters of love, peace, joy, and devout conformity to His 
will, God’s finger has traced it in the regenerate soul. 
We speak more truly than we are aware of when we 
say, as we often do, that we dan form no idea of 
what heaven really is, until we arrive there. The 
regenerate soul is already in heaven, being by the - 
indwelling of the Father, Son, and Spirit, in posses- 
sion of that which truly constitutes it. Tc be with 
God, in whatever stage of being, under whatever con- 
ditions of existence, is to be in heaven. To be found 
in Him, a citizen of His lower kingdom of grace, is 
to possess that which gives His upper kingdom its 
glory ; for there, even as here, ‘‘a man’s life does 
not consist in the abundance of the things which he 
possesses ;’ and it is not either hearing or seeing, 
not either having or beholding, that can constitute 
its joy. The rainbow round about the throne, in 
sight like unto an emerald ; the sea of glass mingled 
with fire, the gate of pearl, the. voice of harpers 
harping with their harps ;—all these might be ours, 
without the capability of imparting a ray of genuine 
blessedness. They might pass away, yet heaven 
would not pass with them. For these are but the 
accidental properties of heaven. Its essentials con- 
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sist in that, without which these wonders and glories 
a, thousandfold repeated could convey nothing beyond 
a momentary gratification of the senses. And hap- 
piness, be its object earthly or Divine, resides in the 
correspondence between the inner need and its out- 
ward satisfaction : it is the answer to the soul’s call, 
the accomplishment of its desire, the satisfying of its 
yearning. “I beheld,” saith St. John, “and a door 
was opened,” Heaven is the opening of a door: it 
is the finding of a long-sought good, the renewal of 
a long-lost communion, the restoration to a favour 
which is in itself the fulness of joy. 

The Gospel has brought down Heaven into our 
souls ; God’s message of reconciliation has planted 
within us a germ, out of which He can mould at will 
a Universe of Blessedmess, I think an unconscious 
Materialism mingles largely in the vague spirituality, 
or rather indefinitism, of our ideas with regard to our 
Future Life . we think, in a certain sense, too much 
of the palpable glories of Heaven, too little of that 
in which they consist. It is the Altar which sanc- 
tifies the gold—the Presence of Him that dwelleth 
therein which consecrates the Temple. We must 
never, in our contemplations on this great subject, 
forget that not only hath He. who buildeth the house 
“more honour than the house itself,’ but they also 
for whom it is builded. Yet we do so, when, in 
favour of any of God’s outward works, be it the 
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Heaven which He hath made for Himself, or the 
Earth which He hath given to the children of men, 
we lose sight of His work within us, that crowning 
achievement of Almighty wisdom and ‘infinite love, 
which it cost even God so much to bring to perfec- 
tion. For the Heavens, which are God’s throne, like 
our Earth, which is His footstool, were called out of 
nothingness by the simple exercise of the Divine 
energy. ‘“ He spake, and they were made; He com- 
manded, and they stood fast for ever.” There was 
no pang here, no effort: what a word is to man, such 
is a world to God, the simple expression of His 
thought. This visible Temple to God’s praise and 
glory, the system of which our Earth forms part, 
rose like an exhalation ont of the Sea of His fulness 
silently, or to such music as the morning stars, 
God’s eldest-born, made when they sang and shouted 
together for joy. 

Thus was it with the work of Creation ; but Re- 
demption, as the Psalmist tells us, “cost more :” the 
foundation of these outer Courts was laid in har- 
mony ; but when God would repair their desolations, 
and raise up from the dust His ruined shrine within, 
it was through the anguish of a wise and loving 
Master builder. Each one of the living stones 
whereof God’s spiritual house is framed, bears upon 
it the. dint of His travail—that travail of the 
Soul whose sweat was blood. And now that the 
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hands! of Him who laid the foundations of the reno- 
vated Temple have also finished it ; now that the head- 
stone thereof has been brought forth with shoutings 
of * Grace, grace,” let us beware how we read His- 
tory for Prophecy, and look to a future state for 
blessings which are abundantly our own in our pre- 
sent one. ‘To do so, augurs, as [ have said, a secret 
distrust in the efficacy of the blood of reconciliation, 
sufficient to save those who come unto it, even to the 
uttermost,—sufficient for our sins, our sorrows, and 
our imperfection ; the blood of healing as well as of 
Atonement : the sign of freedom as well as of pardon, 
procuring us a present, and not, as we fondly ima- 
gine, a future restoration to God’s favour, and mak- 
ing our souls in His sight, as the Disciples were 
made in the washing which prefigured it, “clean 
every whit.” | | 

This, even our Lord’s meritorious sacrifice, is the 
gate of the Lord, wherein we may even now enter 
and be glad, and that to which it conducts, the ful- 
ness of life and joy in Him, is the true heaven ; whe- 
ther it be found in God’s kingdom of grace below, 
“which is but glory begun,” or in His kingdom of 
glory above, “ which is but grace completed.” 2 

The soul, in uniting itself to Christ through a 
lively faith, enters of necessity into the immediate 
fruition of the fulness which is laid up in Him—its 

1 Zech. iv. 7, 9. 2 Archbishop Leighton. 
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immediate yet gradual fruition. The soul’s true life 
has begun. Yet it hag need to be nourished, need 
to be strengthened. It is not all at once made per- — 
fect in that love, which is, to speak truly, but faith 
grown to its fullest stature. For when faith has for 
its object a Being “altogether lovely,” it must turn 
to love in exact proportion with its own increase. 
To know Him better is to love Him more ; and to 
this knowledge and this love, it is plain that the 
mere passing out of one phase of existence into 
anothet can never admit us. It is not death but 
faith that must conduct us to heaven ; for it is faith 
only that can conduct us to love. Death may, 
indeed, admit to the immediate presence of the 
Almighty, but it is through faith and love that. His 
presence is made unto us the fulness of joy. With- 
out a spiritual acquaintance with our Maker, even in 
His light our souls would not see light. We might 
look upon our Saviour in His glorified form, as so 
many of old beheld Him under His human aspect, 
without seeing Him as He is ; and the touch which 
seals up our eyes to the things of earth cannot endue 
them with this spiritual insight. Death’s cold hand 
cannot, draw us nearer God: it is intrusted with no~ 
Gospel. His silent lips, though they may ofttimes 
bear on them God’s kiss, are charged with no message 
of reconciliation. 

What we have made God to us in this world, we 
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shall find Him in the after one ; for the outward 
heaven, think of it as We will, is but the consumma- 
tion of that inward one already established in every 
heart, made through God’s grace, in the communica- 
tion of His Spirit, a “ partaker in the Divine nature.” 
It is the efflorescence of spiritual life in its fullest 
bloom: it is the permanent blossoming of the Chris- 
tian graces, buds not wholly expanding here: it is 
love, joy, and peace made visible, made perfect, made 
perpetual. To the soul already renewed after God’s 
likeness, it is but, in the words of the Psalmist, the 
“‘awaking up” to the blissful sense of a perfect assi- 
milation. To the heart already reconciled with its 
Heavenly Friend, it is but the consciousness of a 
happiness that has long been its own: it is only, as 
a saintly spirit has expressed it, a transference to the 
sunshine of our Father’s sensible smiles—a sunshine 
that has been upon it long. 

For happiness, let us understand this well, is as 
‘truly our portion here as above; it cannot fail to 
fall within the lot of those who have chosen for their 
portion Him whose nature is One with infinite, un- 
alienable Joy. God, in communicating Himself to 
the soul, of necessity communicates happiness ; and 
all sounds in union with Him have returned! to their 


1 Our very thirst after happiness, our very search for it through 
unworthy objects, is at once a proof of our descent from God, and 
a witness of our tendency towards reunion with Him from Whom 
we came. See on this subject John Smith’s Select Discourses. 
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central rest, and are: happy in exact proportion to the 
closeness and fulness of their union—happy, in other 
words, by so much as they have within them of God. 
The reconciled soul has, therefore, a right to be at 
all times joyful, because it possesses a solid, unalien- 
able ground of happiness ; but this right it is not at 
all times able either to realize or to make good in 
this world, wherein the child, although he be heir of 
all, differs ofttimes not much from a servant, in re- 
spect of the things which he has to endure. Bodily 
and mental infirmities, imperfect views of the Divine 
character, above all, the lingerings of indwelling cor- 
ruption (that which doth remain within us, though it 
may reign no longer), rise like damps and mists to 
obscure the continual irradiation which would other- 
wise, in the justified soul, follow upon the simple 
consciousness of its own position. Joy is conscious 
happiness. We may possess the reality of happiness 
without the enjoyment of it ; we often do so in tem- 
poral things, being more rich, more beloved than we 
know of ; and even thus with the soul: it has al- 
ready the rich reality, but it needs the fuller con- 
sciousness ; its acceptance is already complete, its 
union is already perfect, but of the fulness of 
this acceptance, the sweetness of this union, it 
seems as yet imperfectly aware. It seems, as you 
observe in your last letter, incapable, under its present 


‘1 **No one confessed more fully than St. Paul that he was complete 
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conditions, of attaining to the perfect apprehension of 
the things for which, as St. Paul says, it has been 
already apprehended of Christ. 

Heaven is the perfect recognition, the complete re- 
ciprocation, of that Love from which neither things 
to come, nor things present—neither Death, nor, as 
sO many among us seem to imagine, LirrE can sepa- 
rate us. ‘ Beloved,” says St. John, “ now are we 
the Sons of God; and it doth not yet appear what 
we shall be, but we know that when He shall appear 
we shall be like Him, for we shall see Him as He 
is.’ Heaven is the becoming conscious of an al- 
ready-formed assimilation, the knowing as we have 
so long been known. To the faithful Disciples who 
walked with their Lord along the common track, it 
is but the taking up upon the Mount, and beholding 


in Christ now ; yet he says, speaking of the Future state, ‘ then shall 
I know even as I am known,’ which shows, I think, that he saw 
Christ’s work as regarded him to be perfect, but acknowledges that 
his own power of embracing it does not as yet equal that perfection, 
for he describes himself, in another place, as ‘following after,’ that he 
may apprehend, or lay hold of, that for which also he is apprehended 
of Christ. And here lies, I conceive, the difference between our pre- 
sent and our future state. On Christ’s part, nothing further will be 
done or required, only we shall then be quickened to apprehend what 
has been done for us—-to lay hold of Christ, to see clearly and to know 
' fully how fast He had hold of us from the beginning, even before we 
knew it; and in this sense it seems to me our union after death must 
be more perfect than it can be beforeit. They to whom Christ is even 
now united in bonds that admit of no further perfecting, will be 
awakened to the full consciousness of their union ; and it will be the 
difference between a mutual, living recognition and embrace, and a 
greeting in which one fully conscious draws to his bosom the fainting 
and half-conscious form of his friend.”—J. E. B. 
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Him, whom they have so long loved and followed, 
“transfigured before them.” Faith and love are 
already at home in Heaven ; with all that will meet © 
them there, they have already, under lowlier aspects, 
become familiar. If we know what it is to love God 
and to be beloved of Him, we shall no longer speak 
of Heaven as if it were a place of which we can at 
present know nothing. We shall not be content to 
let this good land, our purchased inheritance, float 
before us in misty outline, like Fortunate Islands 
lying far amid doubtful seas, and to be reached (if 
ever gained at all) after the hap of olden mariners, 
blown upon them by some propitious gale ; for few 
among us seem to be so sailing by line and compass, 
as to know whether we are going there or not. Yet 
whither I go, saith our Lord, ye know, and the Way 
ye know; if ye know Me, neither the end nor the 
way can be unfamiliar. 

To acquaint ourselves with Christ is to become 
acquainted with Heaven. It is to be able to speak 
of it, as was said of a Saint of old, as of a place 
where we have already been, and from whence we 
have but returned upon an errand. ‘There is no 
other possession which has been made our own 
with so much certainty, no other place of which, 
vaguely as we allow ourselves. to speak of it, we 
really know so much. If we, indeed, know little 
about heaven, it is only because we know little about 
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God, and Jesus Christ in whom He is revealed—for 
this, the true spiritual acquaintance with God, “is 
life eternal.” Little, it is true, has been made known 
to us of the outward constitution of our future com- 
monwealth, much has been imparted to us of its 
inward conditions, and this, through experience— 
good things given instruct us in good things pre- 
pared. Love that ‘“ prepares’ Many Mansions for 
us, prepares us for what we shall find in them. We 
are so ignorant of the Divine economy which regu- 
lates our everlasting habitations, that the mere at- 
tempt to guess at what will be there our probable 
habits, pursuits, and occupations, involves us in a 

thousand difficulties and contradictions ; and yet, 
while we know not how we shall then live, we know 
in kind, if not in degree, how we shall then feel. 
Here, while the form and outline are strange to us, 
the imperishable essence is familiar : we cannot de- 
fine either the shape or colour of this, God’s glorious 
Rose, we only know it through its fragrance, unfold- 
ing in the regenerate soul of man. We cannot paint 
this flower, yet love, and peace, and joy in the Holy 
Ghost convey within our hearts a subtle sense of its 
odour, and instruct us in the highest secrets of heaven. 

And I would once again ask in what, save in 
degree only, do the characteristics of renewed life, | 
under its present conditions, differ from renewed life 
under its future ones—in what respect can they 
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essentially vary? Is it not the same life maintain- 
ing its identity under different phases and develop- 
ments, just as an individual retains his personality, 
an affection its strength and sweetness, under out- 
ward circumstances of the most varied and dissimilar 
character ? There are few of us, perhaps, so entirely 
limited within the circle of the things that now ap- 
pear, as not to have sometimes sent a thought across 
the visible horizon which bounds it, and asked if the 
world which lies beyond jis, after all, even in its out- 
ward aspect, so totally unlike our present one as we 
are apt to imagine. Will they differ from each other 
more than one star differs from another in glory ; 
and are we not justified in presuming that manifold 
as are the works of God, they are in all respects per- 
vaded by a certain harmony, the result of that wis- 
dom in which He hath made them all ? 

Such questions, only Heaven itself, and the light 
which makes all things manifest, can answer ; though 
analogy can suggest much, it can determine little ; 
and on all points connected with the outward frame 
and constitution of our future life, the silence of 
Scripture leaves us little room to speak particularly : 
—but when we come to a question of far deeper 
practical import, and ask ourselves in how far, as 
regards that which is within, our present life may 
resemble the future one which grows out of it, these 
oracles of God give forth no uncertain answer. They 
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acquaint us with a gradual moulding and fashioning, 
the work of no human artificer, through which that 
which lies within us, as the statue lies within the 
rude and shapeless block, begins even here to assume 
the likeness in which it will hereafter attain its final 
beauty and perfection. When they speak to us of 
our deliverance from the power of darkness and our 
translation into the kingdom of God’s dear Son, they 
set before us a state of being in which love to God 
is even here the governing principle of life, the 
mainspring of thought and action, as it is with them, 
His ministers above that do His pleasure, and find 
in it their own; a state in which the human will, 
like the angelic, attains to such measure of conformity 
with the Divine law, that it follows on the direction 
of God’s Spirit, in the unforced obedience, which, as 
the Prophet Ezekiel! witnesses, runs and returns as 
the appearance of a flash of lightning : ‘ Whither- 
soever the Spirit was to go, thither was their spirit 
to go; they turned not when they weat.” Our 
heavenly Master is not, as the slothful, unfaithful 
servant thought Him, “a hard man,” commanding 
and expecting impossibilities. Whatever God tells 
us to do, He also helps us to do. Our Saviour, who 
knows whereof we are made, sends us on no vain 
errands, sets us upon no unprofitable tasks. What- 
ever He makes an object of prayer, is also, for that 


1 Hzekiel i, 14. 
H 
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very reason, an object of attainment ; and He it is 
who hath taught and commanded us when we pray, 
to say,— 

“Thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven.” 


V. 


THE GOSPEL RECEIVED IMPLICITLY. 


‘¢The word is nigh thee, even in thy mouth and in thy heart; . 
. for with the heart man believeth unto righteousness.”—Romans 
x. 8-10. 


In the preceding chapters we have been chiefly 
occupied with the recognition of Divine truth, but 
we now come to consider its reception jn the heart, 
that measure and degree of faith which is less con- 
viction than possession, being itself the substance of 
things not as yet seen. This faith, the soul’s rich, 
unborrowed wealth, is not taken on trust from other 
men’s minds, nor even from the words and promises 
of Scripture ; it is the spirit’s grasp upon these very 
words, the heart’s appropriation of these very promises, 
making them indeed our own. 

What Locke speaks of natural science holds espe- 
cially true in spiritual life, “that a man only has as 
much as he really knows and comprehends. What 
he believes only and takes on trust from the floating 
of other men’s opinions (though these opinions may 
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happen to be true) is but borrowed wealth, whch, 
like fairy moncy, though tt were gold in the hand 
from which he received it, will be but leaves and dust 
when it’ comes to use.” Opinion holds truth in its 
hand, experience holds to it by the heart, and to ex- 
perience only is it given to work within the soul that 
intimate persuasion of God’s love which raises it 
up to the victory which overcomes the world. A 
living faith is a loving faith ; how can it but be- 
lieve in the love by which it lives? It knows 
Him in Whom it has believed, and needs no other 
strength and wisdom than such,a knowledge im- 
plies. It has ceased to confer with flesh and 
blood. For the allurements of sense, for the doubts 
of reason, for the assaults of spiritual wickedness, 
it has gained one answer, 
“T have found Him Whom my soul loveth.” 

“To know the love of God as it is in Christ, to 
trust in it, to resign one’s-self wholly to it, this is 
believing.’ But is this degree of belief easy ; is it 
even possible to man’s unaided spirit? Who that 
knows his own heart, its darkness, its bewilderments, 
its feebleness to good, will not be ready to join in 
the vehement language of the great Reformer, and 
exclaim, “If any one could indeed believe, then for 
very joy he would be able neither to eat, nor drink, 
nor do aught else.” Who that compares his heart 

1 Note f. 
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with the picture of .the renewed heart, as the pencil 
of the Holy Spirit has traced its clear, firm outline in 
Scripture, will be inclined to cavil at conversion—to 
dispute as to whether it is in most cases sudden or 
gradual, initiative or complete, when he feels that in 
all cases it is needed ? The Holy Spirit works upon 
what it finds—the history of conversion varies with 
that of each individual soul ; thus, there are persons 
who need no repentance in the sense of a turning of 
the outward life, but in a deeper sense, even that. of 
the renewing from on high, add need it. Conversion 
as the consent of the soul to God. It is the accept- 
ance of Christ, and with Him, of pardon, deliverance, 
freedom ; it is the withdrawal of the soul from its 
own objects to fix them upon those with which the 
doctrine of Christ presents it, and which the natural 
heart does not, cannot receive. Conversion belongs 
to the rationale of spiritual life ; it is a fact, at 
which, even if it were not revealed, were not insisted 
upon, in Scripture, the heart of man would arrive 
through its own unanswerable logic. Place these 
two side by side, man as he is by nature and man as 
he is seen in Christ. Bid these two approach, resemble 
each other ; nay more, bid them unite, be joined to 
each other, uot in a mere outward bond, but in spiri- 
tual affinity, as like meets like. Compare the dis- 
positions, the desires, the objects of the natural 
heart with those attributed in Scripture to the mind 
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renewed after Christ’s likeness, Is there resemblance 
here, is there even analogy? If these two, contrary 
the one to the other, are indeed to be made one, is 
there not a miracle needed, a mighty spiritual and 
moral change, such as man has of himself no power 
to effect—and yet a power to invite or to restrain, as 
miracles were invited or restrained of old,—a change 
which Scripture sets before us under many expres- 
sions, figurative it is true, yet descriptive of that 
which is itself as real as all that is alone real, because © 
alone eternal, as real as man’s misery, as God’s 
mercy ; as real-as that Word, the expression of God’s 
unchangeable purpose, which shall endure when 
Heaven and Earth shall pass away : 


‘For as a vesture shalt thou change them, and they shall 
be changed : 


“ But thou art the same, and thy years shall not fail.” 


When the Apostles declare that if any man be in 
Christ, he is a new creature, when they speak to us 
of being dead or alive in Christ, of putting on the 
man from Heaven, they testify to a change, a pass- 
ing out of one state into another, a transition as 
actual as that which takes place under what, in 
speaking of the things of daily life, we should express 
by a change of situation, a change of feeling. And of 
this change the Apostles themselves are, as it were, 
the unconstious witnesses ; they know that they have 
passed from death unto life, know it far more fully 
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than even they can express in words. They know 
it, not only for themselves, but for the weakest of 
their brethren “yet without strength.” The con- | 
sciousness of “ being in the Lord,” partakers in the 
fellowship of His sufferings, in the power of His 
resurrection, bound up with Him for ever in the 
bundle of life, runs like a thread of fire through all 
their writings. Even while they are unfolding state- 
ments of doctrine, or settling questions of morals 
the hidden flame breaks forth, the secret conscious- 
ness glows into open exultation, ‘“‘ Who shall separate 
us from the love of Christ?’ Through the whole of 
some Epistles—we may particularly instance the 
Ephesians. and Colossians, there is a perpetual rise 
and overflow of that deep and sober joy, which, alike 
in natural and spiritual things, wells but from one 
spring, the conscious possession of a good, ever pre- 
sent and all-satisfying to the heart. It is “in the 
Lord” that they rejoice and endure, labour and take 
rest, make war and triumph. Their very life, as they 
express it, is hid in Christ ; nothing that belonged 
to it, sin only excepted, is extinguished, all is trans- 
ferred—affections, interests, joys, and sorrows, these 
had a sweetness, a glory of their own, but it.is now 
transfigured into a higher likeness ; all these earthly 
have been made to bear the image of, the heavenly. 
Old things are passed out of the soul’s life, 


“ Behold, all things are become new.” 
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And sadness as well as joy has its intuitions. We— 
I speak of all faithful and mourning Christians—have 
been instructed through our very need in what the 
Apostles learnt through fulness; poverty, distance, 
alienation, these states have also their deep: experi- 
ences, bringing truth home into the soul. I believe 
in conversion because our Lord has said, “‘ Except ye 
he converted, ye cannot enter the kingdom of heaven.” 
I would believe in it, if He had not said this, because 
I know and feel within myself that I cannot enter it 
without such a change. There is mystery, but no 
iuarvel in the prophetic annunciation, “ Ye shall not 
all sleep, but ye shall all be changed.” Who shali 
enter upon a new Being without being fitted for it ? 
Does the butterfly soar ‘without wings 1—long 
fashioned in secret, though they be long hidden. If 
claim a new heart and a new spirit, because God has 
promised them. I would claim them even if they 
had not been promised by God, because God has 
given me laws which I cannot keep, but with other 
aids, other light, other strengtl than that which 
Nature furnishes—because he has given me promises 
exceeding great and precious, which wthout these I can- 
not enter upon, cannot even desire. For how,! saith the 
Almighty, speaking to manat the mouth of His prophet, 


‘‘ Shall I place thee among sons, 
And give unto thee the land of Desire, 
‘The inheritance of the Glory of the Nations?” 


{ Jeremiah iii. 19. 
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Even by making us fit to enter upon the joy which 
He has prepared. “Thou, He says, shalt call me My 
Yather, and shalt not turn aside from following Me.” 

The son’s heart secures the son’s portion, the in- 
heritance is entailed upon the love. All that is won, 
all that is lost in spiritual life, is lost, is won through 
the heart. Here it is, in the will, the intellect, the 
affections, in that which within us is human, distin- 
guishing man as man, from that which is simply animal 
and instinctive—that Christ has received a kingdom 
from His Father. When He comes into man’s heart, 
into that which inquires, which reasons, which loves, 
which suffers, He comes unto His own, unto that 
which He has made His own through the closest 
ties of affinity, the deepest experiences of anguish. 
“ Behold, He Himself took our infirmities, and bare 
our sicknesses.” He comes unto that which He 
alone understands in all its depths, its windings, its 
‘intricacies. 

One man may understand another man, Christ 
understands Humanity as a whole; but how shall 
Humanity understand Him ? How shall Man, even 
in his own limited measure, apprehend that for 
which he himself has been apprehended of Christ ? 


1 Look diligently what thon lJovest, what thou fearest, wherein 
thou rejoicest or art saddened, and under the rags of conversion thou 
wilt find a heart perverted. The whole heart is in these four affec- 
tions, and of these I think we must understand that saying, Turn to 
the Lord with all thy heart.—Sv. Bernarp. 
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When the intellect would lay hold on these over- 
whelming facts—a fallen world, a manifested, suffering, 
dying God, a spiritual Presence still living and work- 
ing among us—when it would strive to make these 
facts intelligible to itself—would endeavour to con- 
nect them with each other, they elude it ; widening 
with its grasp, they eseape from it on every side. 
Hence is it that the strain, so to speak, of salvation, 
has not been laid by God upon our acquiescence in 
any minutely developed theory even of Truth itself, 
but upon love for one living Person, upon belief in 
one crowning act. 

Hence is it that as earthly interests recede, and 
eternal verities press and advance upon the soul, the 
Cross comes into the solemn foreground of spiritual 
life, and that prayer of Moses, the Man of God, be- 
comes so frequent on Christian lips, show thy servants 
thy work ! Not that our saving interest in Christ 
depends upon the clearness of our spiritual vision, 
for it is with the heart man believeth unto righte- 
ousness, and the heart may be deeply influenced by 
the very work with regard to which its views remain 
confused and imperfect, But the fuller creed makes 
the richer life ; if a little faith has an open door set 
before it which no man can shut, an ample faith sets 
our feet in the “large pastures ”’ that lie beyond it. 
And as the grasp of faith tightens, its hold widens. 

1 Note K. 
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If Christ could say when One had but lightly touched 
the hem of His garment, “I perceive that virtue is 
gone out of Me,” if every spiritual approach to Him 
be as the drawing forth of life and strength, flowing 
out from Him to us, how is it when Faith has made 
its great, all-inclusive seizure, when it has laid hold 
upon the Tree whose every leaf is given for the 
healing of the nations? Fear not, ye who seek 
Jesus who was crucified. Other seekers, other fol- 
lowers may after a while turn back and walk no 
more with Him, but they who have gone to Him 
that they may also die with Him, can never be 
offended by word or deed of His. 

It is the Cross that intensifies, that glorifies life, 
that opens up depth after depth in the Human and 
in the Divine Natures, and bridges over the depths tt 
has disclosed. Here only, at the foot of the Cross, 
can man really die-—here only with his loving, his 
suffering Lord, can he lay down his life that he may 
receive it again in Him. And while the precepts of 
Christ are reformative, the death of Christ is regene- 
rative ; it has cast a seed into the bosom of humanity, 
the germ of a new, ever progressive life—a seed over 
which Christ Himself watches, and whose expansion 
in the heart, the bursting of a heavenly midnight- 
blooming flower, is conversion. Faith in this great 
miracle makes all other miracles possible. Show thy 
servants Thy work, and their own will be indeed easy, 
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for ‘in the blood is the life.’ We go on asking, 
what shall we do that we may inherit eternal life ? 
until, through the sudden shining of a light from 
heaven, or the gradual dawning of a day-star within 
our hearts, we learn that our part is to live, to die, 
in the strength of that which has been already done. 
“ Tet him lay hold of my strength, that he may make 
peace with we; and he shall make peace with me.” 

And it is remarkable that, until through the Spirit 
we feel Christ within us as one that is alive from the 
dead, the fact of His death seems to affect us but little. 
Though no sorrow was ever like unto His sorrow, it 
is nothing to those that pass by—a story often told 
—an accepted history. Only to those who believe 
is Christ precious, for they only know their Lord 
in the fellowship of His sufferings, in the power of 
His resurrection. They have looked upon Him whom 
they beforetime pierced, and He has looked upon. 
them—a mutual recognition has been exchanged. 
When Joseph makes himself known unto his brethren, 
their hard hearts are smitten. 

And not until then---for true self-renunciation, 
much as has been written and said about it, is not 
easy. No sight, short of that great one of Sacrifice 
and Love, can turn the heart from its own works, 
the many works through which the natural man will 
naturally seek to propitiate his Maker, to fix it 
upon the one work, through which the spiritual man 
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is awate that his very imperfection is accepted. For 
all men seek and love their own; the natural man 
cleaves to his own works and efforts, as being part of 
that body of self which no man ever yet hated ; and 
for this natural adhesion there is no escape save in 
rising to a state of being wherein frail, self-seeking 
mortality is swallowed up in a Divine life. Then 
being made partaker of a life in which Ohrist is his 
own, it becomes natural, and, as it were, an instinct, 
to love and cleave to Him. It is the soul’s natural 
life. 

The soul that has thus returned to its true gravi- 
tation! has done alike with task-work and with 
anxiety, has ceased from that sad complaint, “thou 
hast left me to serve alone.” It is no longer cum- 
bered with much serving: no longer solicitous about 
its work, but about zs life, the life of Christ within 
it, of which that work is but the blossoming and 
expansion. So long as it is planted beside that 
River of water, neither flower nor fruit will fail in 
their season—‘ He that abideth in me and ] in Him, 
the same bringeth forth much fruit.” 

For though it be possible, as appears from St. 
Paul’s warning, for an unholy heart to obtain 
a perception of the salvation which Christ has 


1 All things in nature are moved and brought to their proper place 
by: their gravity, the light upwards, the heavy downwards, but the 
gravitation of the rational sowl is love, the first and proper motive which 
inclines the will to its object.—John of Gech. 
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wrought, such a perception will be ever unac- 
companied by any renewing, vivifying change of 
aim and of affection. The holders of the Truth in 

unrighteousness only hold it as a detached thing ; it 

has no hold upon them, nor root wherefrom to put 

forth its transformative energy. Eyen in Christ’s 

light they do not see light, because they do not love 

it. Yet this barren, lifeless faith is not to be opposed, 

as has been sometimes attempted, by any doctrine of 
Works, dead, save in so far as they flow out of the 

fulness of the living Vine. This is to look for fruit 

from the tree of self, withered from its very root. 

From me, saith Christ, is thy fruit found. For dead 

faith and dead works there remains a common anti- 

dote, conversion, that living faith in a living Saviour 

which works within us a real change,! “so that we, 

beholding his glory, are changed from glory to glory, 

even by the Spirit of the Lord.” 

And it is evident that an inward change,a change 
in ourselves, is needed before we even can appreciate 
our Saviour’s outward work. The dead bury ther 
dead, the living live unto Him who liveth and was 
dead, and is alive for evermore. [ would illustrate 
what I mean by saying that our Saviour’s work, the 
work of which He said upon the cross, “It is 
finished,” is like a perfect globe, complete in itself as 
one of the planets of our system, but we do not see 

1 Note L. 
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what it is until the Spirit moves from point to point 
of the darkened disc, and all becomes luminous. 
When He, saith our Lord, the Spirit of Truth, is 
come, He shall take of mine, and show it unto you. 
Is there not something very remarkable in this say- 
ing and in the words that follow it—“ He shall not 
speak of Himself, he shall glorify Me?’ As the 
Son’s work upon earth was to manifest His Father 
unto the world—as He spake not His own words 
nor followed out His own will, even so is the Blessed 
Spirit occupied only with the words and will of Him 
that sent Him. He speaks not of Himself, He has, 
as it were, no new thing to impart, but rather to 
make all things new, by setting the things of Heaven 
before the soul in that light of Heaven by which 
alone they can be read aright. 

‘There is a spirit in man,” a principle of life 
within us, wrapped lke the fire within the flint, in 
sleep and darkness, until the powerful attraction of 
God’s blessed Spirit, “that inspiration of the Almighty 
which giveth understanding,” comes to quicken it. For 
we must remember that in spiritual things every 
increase of knowledge, every expansion of love, par- 
takes of the nature of a manifestation. Jt is a dis- 
covery of God unto the soul to which wt could never 
have attained through tts own efforts, Spiritual 
illumination is the unsealing of the soul’s eye, en- 
abling it to behold that which actually exists. 
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“ The lightning’s flash did not create 
The lovely prospect it revealed, 
It only showed the real state 
Of what the darkness had concealed.” 


Also must we guard against an idea which is apt 
to mix itself in our conceptions of God’s dealings 
with man—I mean that of looking upon them, 
whether general or individual, as being connected — 
with some change in Him.| Known unto God are 
all His works from the foundation of the world. 
He loved the world before He made known that love 
in its crowning manifestation, What is the life and 
death of Jesus Christ but the showing, what is the 
Gospel but the telling of this love ?—a love from the 
beginning yearning over its object, yet withdrawing 
from it as Joseph did from his brethren—a love re- 
vealing itself at long intervals, in dark utterances, 
speaking to man through the cloud and the fiery 
pillar, yet now showing us plainly of the Father in 
the intelligible language of a deed—‘ Greater love 
than this hath no man, that a man lay down his life 
for his friends.” 

So hath God loved the world, keeping back some 
better thing in store, reserving Love’s final proof, its 
blest Epiphany, until the fulness of His own time came 


1 It is not God, but Man that is changed by our Saviour’s death; it 
is not necessary for our reparation that a change be wrought upon 
Him, but upon us, seeing that i+ is not God but Man that has lost His 
goodness. Christ came into the world, not to make God better, but 
to make us better ; nor did he die to make Him more disposed to do 
good, but to dispose us to receive it.—Baxter. 
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in; even so He loves the soul before, through “ loving- 
kindness,” He so imparts that love as to enable the 
soul to return it. For until we have felt God to be 
loving we cannot acknowledge Him to be love. St. 
John tells us explicitly, He that loveth not knoweth 
not God. The knowledge of God as described to us 
in Scripture is no cold, intellectual estimate of His 
perfections, but rather that intimate delighting in 
them, that powerfully felt attraction, which makes 
the very expressions of knowledge and love as applied 
to man’s communion with his Maker interchangeable. 
We often say of earthly things— 


“That we must love them ere we know 
That they are worthy to be loved.” 


We may confess of many things and of many people 
that they are indeed lovely and desirable, but what 
are they to us until the heart has taught.us at once 
our own need and their exceeding worth and value ? 
And even thus, though after a manner unrecognis- 
able to human sense, we need to be “ drawn” to God. 
He Whom no man hath seen nor can see at any time 
can only become the delight and desire of the soul, 
according to the degree in which He is pleased to 
reveal unto it His beauty, and impart unto it the sense 
of His satisfying goodness. We can only love God 
according to the measure in which we know and are 
known of Him. But is this measure a fixed one ? 
Surely, far otherwise ; yet it is no uncommon thing 
I 
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to hear well-disposed people lament their own con- 
scious deadness and deficiency, in terms which imply 
that they look upon this holy affection rather in the 
light of a natural faculty, which one person may be so 
happy as to possess and another be innocently devoid 
of, than as a state of being to be attained to through 
the improvement of a supernatural gift. Yet if fixed 
principles of attraction and repulsion are as unceas- 
ingly at work within God’s spiritual kingdom as within 
His natural world1—if there is a correspondency 
between the manifestation of God’s love and our 
“ continuing” in what has been already imparted, it 
is evident that all who truly wish to love God better 
may do so. Our Saviour, that great master of Love’s 
secrets, that Divine expounder of its Sentences, has 
not placed its essence, its expression, in things to 
which man’s feeble, oppressed nature is not at all 
times equal; in tears, in aspirations, in passionate 
outpourings of the spirit ; He has not sent us to the 
heaven of fervent rapiure when we would bring Him 
down from above, neither to the Deep of anguish and 
tribulation when we would raise Him once more from 


1 An analogy for what is here intended may be found in the causes 
which prevent vegetation in the desert. (See Humboldt’s Aspects of 
Nature.) Vast sandy plains are dry because little rain falls upon them, 
and little rain falls wpon them because they are so dry, columns of heated 
air rushing up to disperse the vapours that would otherwise descend. 
Because there is no moisture beneath, there igs no rain from above. 
Often, doubtless, would God send a gracious rain upon His inheritance 
and refresh it when it is weary, were not the clouds ready to break in 
fatness stayed by aridity below. 
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the dead in our cold, decaying hearts. But He has 
bid us keep within the way, the way within which 
“no wayfaring man” of humble and sincere: heart 
“ever yet erred,” grievously as his course might be 
beset and hindered. He has said, « Tf ye love me, ye 
will keep my commandments.” We are. surely too 
much in the habit of looking upon this especial gift 
of God’s Spirit, “this unction from the Holy One 
through which we understand all things,” as a mere 
affair of temperament, confounding it with that, in 
which, as in a soil more or less favourable, it takes 
root—the degree of religious receptivity, which varies 
so much in different individuals, even in difterent races 
of men, Yet'spiritualized conceptions, fervid feelings, 
all which we include within the depth and range of 
susceptibility to devout impresssions, are but the 
element through which the flame diffuses itself ; did 
it consist in these, it would be a phosphorescence, 
lacking the hidden principle of heat which makes it 
indeed “a fire,” substantive and real as the object 
upon which it feeds. 

“To him that hath shall be given, and he shall 
have more abundantly.” We have here a sure word of 
promise ; a prophecy fulfilling itself in the Christian 
life so constantly, so quietly, that its accomplishment 
cometh not with observation. Since our Lord in takin g 
our nature upon Himself, drew it back with Hin 
into the bosom of His Father’s love, there has arisen 
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a bond between our common Humanity and God, even 
the bands of love, the cords of a man, which we as 
individuals may tighten’ or relax. You speak, in one 
of your letters, “ofa self-regulation upon God’s Law, 
which in its co-operation with the purifying grace of 
His Spirit, is as the cleansing of the dust from the 
goul’s windows, letting the sun’s rays stream in and 
penetrate its remotest corners—Oor like the deepening 
of the channel of a river by clearing away its stones 
and mud, which is followed by a fuller rush of 
waters.”! St. Peter speaks plainly of the Holy Spirit 
as that which God hath given to those who obey Him,? 
and how many are the Scriptures which make us aware 
that there are, on our part, endeavours of which the 
Lord is mindful, attitudes to which He is ever favour- 
able, mental characteristics, in themselves so pleasing 
to Him that He has said of the place where they are 
found, “Here will I dwell, for I havea delight therein.” 

And hence there arises within the renewed soul a - 
secret, continual thirst, at once after holiness and 
after grace. “Let thy garments be always white, 
neither let thy head lack ointment.” It covets ear- 
nestly these best gifts, these holy dispositions, both 
as marks of the Divine favour and improvable 
pledges of its countenance. For these jewels have — 
an inherent magnetism, attracting even while they 


1 To this point tends the Prophet’s admonition, ‘‘Sow in righteous- 
ness, reap in mercy.” 2 Acts v. 32. 
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adorn ;. each fits the soul for that which it draws 
down upon it, a further communication of Divine 
Favour. In the Beatitudes we see this correspond- 
ency drawn out in strongly marked antithesis, but 
all Scripture witnesses to it, making us aware of a 
sure connexion between Faith and the putting forth 
of Almighty power ; between purity and the seeing 
of God ; meekness and the indwelling of His Spirit ; 
between the denying for conscience’ sake of earthly 
desires, and the implanting of heavenly affections ; 
- between the dedication of the heart to God, and the 
enlightenment of the mind by Him. 

And blessed is he who in any one of these, even 
in that which is least, has been found faithful to that 
which he has received of God! For as with the 
gifts, so it is with the Giver who is to be desired 
above them all. In the soul that would receive Him 
there must be a preparedness—an unwrought con- — 
_formity to which the Psalmist confesses in inquiring, 
« When wilt thou come unto me? I will walk in my 
house with a perfect heart.” My times, he would 
say, are in Thy Hand ; I must wait for a season of 
refreshing, yet he waits in an outward obedience of 
which the life-pulse is an inner consciousness that the 
Lord is good to them that wait for Him, to the soul 
that diligently seeketh Him. 

«We wait, O Lord, for thy loving-kindness in the 
midst of thy temple.” There is so much in the 
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Gospel that peculiarly addresses itself to transgres- 
sors, that we are apt, in the attractive tenderness of 
its appeals to such as are ignorant and “ out of the 
way,” to lose sight of the fact that through its 
blessed revelations light has sprung up for the right- 
eous, and joyful gladness for them that are true 
of heart. Thou meetest, saith the Prophet, him 
that rejoiceth and worketh righteousness, those that 
remember Thee in their ways. And it is surely re- 
markable that the earliest manifestations of the con- 
svolation for which Israel waited were vouchsafed to 
“ Tsraelites indeed.” The first droppings of the 
shower of freenesses fell not upon the dwellers in the 
wilderness, but upon a field which the Lord had 
already blessed, upon just and devout persons walk- 
ing in the ordinances of the Lord blameless, living 
up to the light which they then enjoyed. Such were 
Mary and Joseph, Zacharias and Elisabeth, Simon 
and Anna the Prophetess ; such too in the Gentile — 
world was he to whom the words whereby that 
world should be saved were first declared. The 
prayers and alms of the good Cornelius! had already 


1 In how many of these righteous persons was that question of the 
Prophet's answered, ‘‘Do not my words do good to him that walketh 
uprightly?” Among these humble askers and seekers, flowing quietly 
along in the channel where they were to be overtaken by.the waters 
of grace, the Eunuch of Queen Candace seems an affecting instance ; 
and how much may we learn of God’s attitude towards such righteous 
waiting souls, from the few words which the Spirit spake unto Philip, 
‘Go and join thyself to that chariot.” Go and join thyself! There 
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come up as a memorial before God, and in the joy 
of those glad tidings which reached him, that unto 
the Gentiles also was granted repentance unto life, 
was mixed a peculiar personal encouragement, like 
that which was of old extended fo one greatly be- 
loved. ‘Fear not,” said the angel commissioned to 
impart so many wonders unto Daniel, “ for from the 
first day that thou didst set thy. heart to understand 
and to chasten thyself before thy God, thy words 
were heard, and I am come for thy words.” 

And even now, though it be no longer sent to us 
by the hand of saint or angel, the keeping of the 
commandment hath great reward. Many anxious 
and honest Christians may be yet consciously far 
from the spiritual haven where they would be. Let 
such be consoled in remembering that the Father 
who draws us unto Christ, beholds. us, yea, sets 
forth to meet us “ while we are yet a great way off.” 


sat that honest, God-fearing but still ignorant man, reading Esaias. 
The whole account is full of a heavenly poetry—how he diligently read 
the passage, ‘“‘ He was led as a lamb to the slaughter ;” and then his 
question, showing such total darkness on the subject, “‘Of whom 
spake the Prophet this ; of himself, or of some other man ?’—a simple, 
honest question, to whieh God sent the answer, and with it, His eternal 
salvation: Who knows how long the Ethiopian may have served the 
true God; he had come a long way to visit the Temple, the place 
where He dwelt. 

Have you ever seen your servants sitting down on a Sunday after- 
noon to read ‘‘a lesson,” perhaps from a religious book which they do 
not understand, in perfect good faith that the lesson does them good? 
I feel a yearning over such,—a desire that they should possess the 
unknown good they ignorantly hope for—as St. Paul declared to the 
Athenians the unknown God whom they ignorantly worshipped.—J.E.B. ° 
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A great way off, and yet wpon the way,—herein lies 
all the difference between resistance and returning, 
between the temper to which God inclines and that 
against which He fights with the sword of His mouth. 
We may be far aa yet from the robe and ring, from 
the kiss of perfect reconciliation, still farther from 
the hearing of that saying, “Son, thou art ever with 
me, and all that I have.rs thine,” yet we may be in 
the way that leadeth to a kingdom. Of this, we 
can have no more affecting instance than the case of 
the Disciples. How much they loved their Lord, 
how little they understood Him! They seem, 
like the multitudes who marvelled at the gracious 
words that came out of His mouth, to have felt an. 
attraction towards His teaching, without perceiving 
its true import, for how little while their Lord was 
with them do they appear to have caught of His 
Spirit, or to have become aware of the nature of His 
appointed work! This is shown in so many parts of 
the sacred story, that it would be but tedious to mul- 
tiply instances, to prove that it was upon a kingdom 
of this world and the power and glory belonging to 
such that their desires were set, their requests founded 
——desires yet to be fulfilled —requests yet to be granted 
far more fully than they were then capable of realiz- 
ing. “ Ye shall indeed drink of my cup.” Their 
faith, though imperfect in its scope, was sincere in 
its nature, and it did not lose its reward. They 
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trusted that it was He who should redeem Israel, 
and having an eye to Him they were lightened, and 
their faces were not ashamed, 

And so will it be with us. They who, continuing 
faithful to Divine grace, however partially communi- 
cated, serve God with their whole lives, will never 
fail of that one reward, the greatest which even He 
has to bestow, the being made able to love Him with 
their whole hearts. If we follow our Lord’s fuotsteps 
humbly and patiently along the common road, He will 
take us, as He did the three favoured Disciples, with 
Him upon the Mount, and show us Moses and Elias, 
the hard sayings of the law, the deep enigmatical 
oracles of life, transfigured in Himself. Our eyes 
will be no more holden, and the exclamation of our 
souls will be, “ Hast Thou been so long time with 
me, Lord, and I have not known Thee ?” 

Do you remember Bunyan’s quaint and beautiful 
description of the Land of Beulah, a country situated 
on this side of the River of Death, where the sun 
shineth night and day, and where Pilgrims may rest 
and rejoice safely, their King having brought them 
to His Banqueting House, where His banner over 
them is love? The heart, as it advances in Christ, 
seems to reach out towards this inward Millennium, 
this Messianic reign of rest and fulness, the kiss of 
righteousness and’ peace within the soul. It wearies 
of that order of things in which there is a continual 
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effort—a struggle, a Law in the members warring 
against the Law of God, and desires to escape from 
it into the freedom! to which Christ has called us, 
the state in which this law is no more coercive, 
having become the law of these very members, the 
principle by which they naturally act. A state whose 
characteristic is not Law, but the liberty which exists 
under such a law as that,.which “ being. perfect’ is 
endued with power to “convert” the soul. 

And if we pass but slowly into this liberty ; if, as 
you say, some of those who we may hope arrive at 
the Holy City in safety, seem to miss the Land of 
Beulah on their way—to know much of the conflicts 
and struggles incident to our Christian calling, little 
of its rest and satisfaction, this need scarcely be 
wondered at, ‘“ for there are many adversaries.” The 
principle of Life within us has much to contend with 
from inward and outward hindrance,—the imperish- 
able seed lives in many a spiritual conception, many a 
heavenly disposition that is not yet strong enough to 
detach itself from earthly obstructions, so that, lifted 
into a region where it feels the sunshine of love 
upon its leaves, it bursts into flower and fragrance. 
Yet, while we were yet without strength Christ died 
for the ungodly. Decay, infirmity, circumstance, all 
that under which we do and must groan being 
burdened, what matter if these overcome us,—so that 

1 See Note M. 
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we overcome them through Him who loveth us. “A 
troop shall overcome Him,” it was spoken of Gad, 
“but He shall overcome at the last.” Much bloom, 
much sweetness, much usefulness may be trampled 
out of our hearts and lives, without any moral cession, 
—this alone can separate us from the love of Christ, 
comforted or uncomforted, so long as our hearts, our 
wills, are steadfast, we can still be His sad, true 
lovers. The blossom of early hope falls off, the 
fruit of performance does not ripen perfectly ; it is 
the green initial, the will, that which we would fain 
be, which Christ looks for, and coming desires to find. 
Of many a rooted and grounded soul the bloom- 
time lies possibly beyond the grave. Yet the Believer 
must be ever solicitous of victory ;1—ever desirous 
to win,” to hold his ground in a humble way, to let 
the enemy gain no advantage. We should love, we 
should ardently aspire to, the lowly, sorrowful tri- 
umphs of Christ, the calm persistence in known 
duties, the readiness to begin all over again—to see 
the cherished plan, even the cherished prayer, de- 
1 “Tt was spiritual death which Christ conquered, so that at the 
last it shall be swallowed up—mark the word—not in life—but in vic- 
tory. As the dead body shall be raised to life, so also shall the de- 
feated soul to victory, if only it has been fighting on its Master’s side, 
has made no covenant with death, nor itself bowed its forehead to its 
seal, Blind from the prison-house, maimed from the battle, or mad 
from the tombs, their souls shall surely yet sit astonished at His 
feet who giveth peace.”=—-RuskIN, 


2 Often, says De Maistre, in a real battle the losses on either side 
seem equal, Who docs win? He who keeps possession of the field. 
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featéd. Death, the death of hope, of endeavour, will 
yet be swallowed up in victory,— 
‘Thy dead men shall live, 
With my dead body shall they arise.” 
Christ’s final Triumph is secure, and with Him the 
triumph of all that has been indeed His. When St. 
Paul predicts that Christ shall reign until He have 
subdued all things under His feet, He adds emphati- 
cally, ‘now the last enemy that shall be destroyed is 
Death.” It is impossible that these words should be 
spoken of natural dissolution only. They refer to the 
whole of that dark empire of which the death of the 
body is but a part, and of this as a whole Christ is 
‘the conqueror. Behold, let us therefore go to Him 
that we may also die with Him, let us die with 
Him, that we may also live with Him, let us suffer 
with Him, that we may also reign with Him, let us 
not in word, in thought, in life, deny Him who 
abideth faithful, who cannot deny Himself. 
‘‘ And on His Head were many crowns. _ 
‘And He was clothed in a vesture dipped in blood; 


‘And the armies which were in Heaven followed Him— 
clothed in fine linen, white and clean.” 


NOTES. 


Nore A.—P. 11. 


May we not say that the Gospel—the simplest sense 
of a word being always its truest one—is considered and 
preached too little in its primary meaning, “glad tidings?” 
The characteristic office of an evangelist, ag distinguished 
from that of a teacher, is that of a herald or proclaimer. 
He is one who bringeth good tidings. In classical lan- 
guage (see Olshausen, vol. i. page 3), the word Hvange- 
lium was also used to signify a reward or present given 
to a person bringing a piece of good news, making him 
a sharer in the gladness he imparted. Thus, while the 
Gospel, ike Him of whom it testifies, places its work 
before it, it also brings its reward with it (Isa. xl. 10, and 
lxii. 11), being its own and exceeding great reward. The 
Gospel is a gift—one of those which our Lord, having 
ascended up on high, received for us men—an acquisi- 
tion, a blessing making rich, a thing to be rejoiced over 
—good news, in short, and to be welcomed as such, and 
not good advice only. See on this subject a beautiful 
tract, “The Ship of Heaven.” 


Notre B.—P. 14. 


WE may apply to Faith what St. Augustine says of its 
companion,—‘‘ Is love made perfect the moment it is 
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born? so far from it, it is born in order that it may be 
brought to perfection. When it has been born, it is nou- 
rished ; when it has been nourished, it is strengthened ; 
when it has been strengthened, it is made perfect. When 
it has arrived at perfection, it says, ‘I desire to depart 
and to be with Christ.’” 


Notr C.—P. 32. 


** Now, without Faith we cannot be saved, for we can- 
not rightly serve God unless we love Him, and we cannot 
love Him unless we know Him, neither can we know 
God unless by Faith. Therefore, salvation by Faith is 
only, in other words, the love of God by. the knowledge of 
God, or the recovery of the image of God by a true 
spiritual acquaintance with Him. 

“Would you then be freed from the bondage of cor- 
ruption ? would you grow in grace, in grace in general, 
or in any grace in particular? If you would, your way 
is plain. Ask from.God more faith ; beg of Him, morn- 
ing, noon, and night, while you walk by the way, while 
you sit in the house, when you lie down, and when you 
rise up,— beg of Him simply to impress Divine things 
more deeply on your heart—to give you more and more 
of the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of 
things not seen.”—JoHN WESLEY. 


Norse D.—P. 39. 


An idea, according to the vigour with which it is con- 
ceived or realized, will quickly or slowly prepare for it- 
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self a body, and pass into a fact, When once it has 
established its empire within the mind, it will not be 
long in bringing outward things under its jurisdiction. 

“ Jentends, par la foi, cette confiance dans la vérité 
qui fait que non seulement on la tient pour vrai, et que 
lintelligence en est satisfaite ; mais qu’on a confiance 
dans son droit de régner sur le monde, de gouverner les 
faits, et dans sa puissance pour y réussir. 

“ Crest dans ce sentiment qu'une fots entré en possession 
de la vérité, Vhomme se sent appelé a la faire passer dans 
les faits extérieurs, & les réformer, 4 les régler selon la 

“raison.” —GuIzoT. 


Nore E.—Pp. 46, 52. 


“ RELIGION stands upon two pillars, namely, what 
Christ did for us in His flesh, and what He performs 
in us by His Spirit. Most errors arise from an attempt 
to separate these two,” —NzEwron. 


Nots F.—P. 61. 


WE may learn something by considering the sense in 
which the Apostles use the word Saint ; as when St: Paul 
addresses a whole Church, “ Even all that be at Rome,” 
as having received grace and apostleship, called to be 
Saints ; and thus opens another epistle, “To the Church 
of God which is at Corinth, called to be Saints, with all 
who in every place call upun the Lord Jesus, both theirs 

K 
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and ours.” The word as they employ it confers no pecu- 
liar distinction ; it is not, as it has become with us, a 
Title of Honour, but the badge of simple citizenship in 
Christ, being applied to all who remain faithful to the 
spiritual relations in which they have been placed by 
Him. 

It is a Family Name, not acquired, but.inherited, and 
as such testifies, not to eminence of personal grace, or 
loftiness of individual achievement, but to union with the 
Holiness of which they who bear it have been made par- 
takers. To bea Saint, in the sense in which they use 
the word, is to be—not such a one as some Christian men 
and women raised up by God for especial ends have 
been, but such a one as all Christian men and women 
may be. To be a Saint is simply to be a man in Christ, 
it is the growing up unto Him who is our Head in all 
things, it is the feeding upon the Bread which came down 
from Heaven, through privileges which are open, and 
through duties which are common to all. 

When we restrict the idea of Saintship to those emi- 
nent spirits, the burning and shining lights in which we 
are permitted from time to time to rejoice, we betray 
that our notion of sanctity is placed rather in things acci- 
dental to the renewed character, than in that which is its 
essence. Zeal, fervour, learning, and eloquence devoted 
to the holiest purposes ; the power of subjecting men’s 
spirits, or of calling down upon them the refreshing from 
above, these things do not make the Saint, they only adorn 
him. These are but the gifts laid upon the altar. ‘‘It is 
the altar which sanctifies the gift,” and of that altar all 
are partakers. 

To recognise the privileges of our high yet common 
calling is to understand that a man is not a Saint in 
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virtue of anything which separates him from his Brethren, 
—which throws him as it were into relief from the general 
household of faith—but through that which unites him to 
them all. And when I think of this, I feel that our 
present need is not so much of the signs of an Apostle, 
wrought among us in signs and wonders, in mighty and 
merciful deeds, as of a more general partaking in those 
covenanted blessings, given under the usual economy of 
grace, to every man to profit withal. We may be able 
to number few men of mark and feature, we have among 
us but “few names.” Yet need we go round our Zion, 
counting up her towers and telling over her spiritual 
bulwarks? It is enough for us, looking to her sure foun- 
dation, to be able to say that “ This man was born in 
her ;” sufficient to know that the Highest doth even now 
inhabit her. The times and the seasons are in God's 
hands ; fer aught we know, it may not fall within His 
plan that individual gifts should be as conspicuous as in 
earlier ages ; diffusion of light may in some degree inter- 
fere with its concentration, and will at any rate cause it 
to appear less splendid. There are peculiar manifesta- 
tions, even as the Apostle tells us, but one Lord ; diver- 
sities of gifts, worthy of being coveted earnestly, yet one 
inclusive of them all, the living membership in Christ, 
in which his people, whatever they may keep or lose, 
have still all things in common. 


Nors G.—P. 64. 


Sr. Paut speaks of being able to comfort such of his 
converts as were in trouble, with the comfort wherewith 


148) NOTES. 


he himself was comforted of God. Who can impart any- 

thing that he has not first recewed? And where are the 
souls that have such especial need of being established in 
the everlasting consolations of God, as those “sons of 
consolation,” the Levites of the better covenant, who are 
continually called upon to administer it to others? As 
the Apostles spoke of themselves as “ witnesses,” chosen 
before of God, to declare among the people the things 
which they had heard and seen, so should their succes- 
sors, called with a like holy ealling unto a like holy office 
and ministry, be able to speak of the things concerning 
the kingdom of God, as of that which they do know, and 
to testify of them as of that which théy have seen. The 
spiritual husbandman, labouring in his Lord’s vineyard, 
must be first a partaker of its fruits (2 Tim. ii. 6), and 
should be able to speak of the good country where they 
_ grow as of a land with which he is familiar. The Gospel 
of salvation should not fall from his lips like an historic 
narrative,—it is not a book which he is reading, but a 
story which he is relating out of the intimacy of personal 
experience. ‘‘ We are his witnesses in these things.” 
“Oh come hither,” says the Psalmist, “and I will tell 
you what God hath done for my soul.’—WSee on this sub- 
ject two traets published at Leeds, 1854: “ Authorities 
for the Certainty of Grace,” by the Rev. R. Collins ; and 
“ Renewal or Conversion,” by the Rev. R. Aitkin. 


Note H.—P. 92. 


“THE Spirit of God yet causes men to hope that a 
world will come; the better one, they call it, perhaps 
they might more wisely call it the real one. -Adso I hear 
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them speak continually of going to «tt, rather than of its 
coming to them, which again is strange; for in that 
prayer which they had straight from the lips of the Life 
of the world, there is not anything about going to an- 
other world,—only something of another world coming 
into this, or rather not another, but the only government, 
that government which will constitute a World indeed, 
new heavens and a new earth. Earth no more without 
form and void, but sown with fruits of righteousness ; 
Firmament no more of passing cloud, but of cloud risen 
out of the crystal sea; cloud in which as He was once 
received up, so He shall again come with power.”— 
RUSKIN. 


Nore I.—P. 116. 


Sr. Pauu saith, “ The spirit will give itself up to God, 
and trust in Him and obey, but reason, flesh and blood, 
will resist and cannot upward rise.” Therefore must our 
Lord God bear with us. One person asked, “‘ Wherefore 
doth not God impart full knowledge?” Dr. Martin re- 
plied, “If any one could indeed believe, then for very 
joy he would be able neither to eat, nor drink, nor do 
aught else.”—Lirz or LurHer. 


Nore K.—P. 122. 


WE must not insist upon any routine in religious ex- 
perience, as the spiritual discipline to which believers 
are subjected varies with the probation of outward life. 
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To the sinful and ignorant the awakening to God is as 
the coming in of light, making them to see their ways 
and to loathe themselves for their doings which were not 
good ; to others, already in the way, it is the discovery 
of love, Thou meetest him that worketh righteousness, 
those that remember thee in thy ways. 

The work of the Holy Spirit includes both teaching 
and training ; it has not only to enlighten the intellect 
to apprehend Divine truth, but also to guide the heart 
into its ways. Some believers seem from the first taught 
of God to look to the work of Christ ; a deep conviction 
of sinfulness, a sense cf impending danger, draw them to 
Him as to a Saviour. Having been filled with their own 
ways, and having tasted of the bitterness they led to, 
they experience deep sorrow, and with it that peculiar 
joy of the pardoned soul, unlike, as you say, to any other, 
in its union of deep sorrow with grateful love and joy.. 
To such spirits the work of their Lord is precious, they 
feel their need of it at every step, yet they have still a 
training, sometimes a very severe one, to go through—a 
will to be subdued, affections to be purified. To others, 
the discipline comes first, they are drawn to our Lord 
through a yearning after moral perfection, which leads 
them to seek the excellency which shines nowhere so 
brightly as in Him. They seek Him in ordinances, 
through duties. He is for them, perhaps for a long time, 
a Prince rather than a Saviour, yet all the while the 
Will of God is instructing them in the doctrine. Though 
at this stage they are little able to be the guides and com- 
forters of others, their own féet stand firm, and when a 
clearer light dawns, it finds them upon the path on which, 
like early travellers, they have set forth before the break- 
ing of the day—the path on which no true wayfarer, 
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though he might walk on it long in darkness, ever yet 
erred. We may compare the hearts of these just persons 
to a fair, well-ordered room, with the fire on the hearth 
laid ready for kindling, We are conscious of a chillness 
in the atmosphere, for the Master has not yet come, but 
all is prepared for Him, and for the touch of the living 
coal that will light up all into a steadfast glow. 


cede ee 


Nore L.—P. 126. 


A REAL though not as yet a complete change ; one 
which may be illustrated through that which in the 
Persian fable passes over the clay which the rose has 
permeated. Jt has gained a real sweetness, though inde- 
pendent of its fragrant companion it would be, what in 
a certain sense it even now remains, “a miserable piece 
of clay.” 

“‘ Christ,” says Baxter, “is not such a physician as to 
perform but a supposed or reputative cure. He came 
not to persuade His Father to judge us to be well because 
He Himself is weil, or to leave us uncured, . persuading 
God that we are cured. Never did the Blessed Son of 
God intend in His dying or Merits to change the Holy 
Nature of His Father, and to cause Him to love that 
which is unlovely, or to reconcile Him to that which, as 
He is God, He abhorreth. We must bear His image, 
and be holy as He is holy, before He can approve us or 
love us with complacency. This is the work of our Blessed 
Redeemer, to make man fit for God’s approbation and 
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delight. He regenerateth us that He may sanctify us 
and fit us for our Master’s use.” 

Children talk of repeating things by heart. Is there not 
such a thing as living by heart? “ Ye shall know the 
truth,” saith Christ, “and the truth shall make you free.” 
Obedience, long persevered in; will grow less and less 
conscious, and Christ will become, in a simple and literal 
sense, the life of them that believe. This state is so far 
assimilated to that of Heaven, that its guiding principle 
is in a less degree faith than love, a confidence less founded 
upon that which rs still unseen, than built wp upon that 
which is known and loved. A. state, in which the soul’s 
converse is not framed like a speech acquired by rules 
and study, but is idiomatic, the natural expression of 
natural feelings. Yet even this has been acquired. As in 
the fine arts, we must work by rule until we are able to 
work without it. May nota habit of thesoul be formed, 
as well as a habit ofthe eye or hand, when the outward 
rule\has passed into an inward law, working out in that 
soul an obedience “so universal, so subtle, and so glo- 
rious, that nothing but the heart can keep it.” The true 
artist is not thinking (consciously) of his rules, yet keeps 
them all. Is there not a state corresponding to this in 
spiritual life, one in which wisdom reveals herself to such 
of her true lovers as have sought her from “the flower 
to the grape ?’—when her glorious classics, first learnt, 
as at school, as a hard and distasteful lesson, studied 
faithfully, but as a task—often, perhaps, wept over—are 
taken up, not by constraint, but willingly, their difficul- 
ties explained, their beauties appreciated, as a bosom- 
book, “guide, companion, and familiar friend.” 


1 Ruskin 
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Norse M.—P. 138. 


SprritvaL freedom is not founded upon lawlessness, 
but upon obedience, as St. Bernard says, to a better will 
than our own, it is not freedom from law, but freedom 
from that within ourselves which makes it felt as a con- 
straint—the rejoicing freedom which loves the authority 
it lives under. There seems much profit in considering 
the nature of true spiritual recreation, little in endeavour- 
ing to trace out its attainable degree. Some pious thinkers 
have fixed this at a limit which, although it may not want 
the support of an isolated passage of Scripture, is opposed 
to its general tenor, and also contradictory to a deep- 
seated instinct which assures us that perfection, if here 
attainable, would involve a latent imperfection from which 
the soul shrinks, Under our present conditions of being 
we feel that we need that sense of dependence upon God 
which a consciousness of frailty inspires; where without 
this would be the adoring humility, the tender, implicit 
reliance upon a better righteousness than our own? The 
perfection of which our nature is capable, is not that of 
a state complete in itself, wrought out and established 
within the soul at once and for ever. The very life of 
the renewed soul is relative; its beauty and strength 
derived. 

“Thou sowest not yet that thing which shall be, but 
bare grain,” a seed with which the Divine Husbandman 
has long patience, but whose growth both to the anxious 
and the scornful eye seems tardy, thin, and too often 
blighted with the east wind. Christ is content to be for 
a while in the world and in the heart the smallest of 
seeds, content to be a grain of corn which falling into the 
dry and long-drawn furrow, upon the beaten path, the 
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wind-swept common, lives, but often as “dying.” He 
who was Himself rejected, seems to be satisfied with 
that which man despises. Man asks for that which is 
absolute ; limited results, partial triumphs, do not satisfy 
him. Hence we find the unbeliever demanding what 
the Christian desires, and refusing to believe in any 
change, unless that change be thorough and so to speak 
magical, 

“Our position is briefly this,” says a writer in the 
Westminster Review (January 1852). “We believe in 
intellectual conversion, and, to a certain extent, in gradual 
modification of the moral nature; but it is in defiance of 
all sound psychology to believe in a. sudden moral con- 
version following upon an intellectual conversion. Once 
let a man arrive at maturity with any distinctive charac- 
ter, and it is idle to think that he will change it. Physio- 
logy will teach us that it is impossible. Sorrow turning 
his thoughts inwards, or calamity shattering his pride and 
confidence may effect great-changes in the outward mani- 
festations, but they will not alter the inward nature. 
They may make the irreligious soul fanatical, they will 
not make it religious ; they may make pride ape humility, 
they will not make the spirit humble. There may he 
repentance, there may be sorrowing, remorse, but there 
cannot be change. (?) We may make vows in anguish 
over remembered sins, and keep our vows as far as regard 
overt acts, but the nature which originally moved us 
along the path of crime remains unchangeable, unchanged. 
The notorious sinner metamorphosed into a saint is only 
a change of attitude, not a change of being. A man may 
change his convictions, his views, his deepest and most 
_ settled opinions, but he cannot change his temperament, 
his passions, his moral nature. Intellectual conversion 
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is not co-extensive with and coercive of moral conversion, 
the organic qualities of the mind (of which certain tempers 
are the outward manifestations) cannot be constituted 
anew.” 

Yet a man who has experienced sorrow and repentance, 
whose views, convictions, deepest and most settled opin- 
ions are altered, 1s surely a changed man! however far 
from being a perfect one. Opinions like the foregoing 
seem founded upon ignorance of the field in which Divine 
grace works, the will of man ; conversion is not a change 
of Nature, but a change of will, of aim, and affection. 
Christians, as well as unbelievers, need Neander’s warning 
to beware “ of that lifeless supernaturalism which views 
all Divine communications rather as overlying the mind 
than as incorporating themselves with its natural psycho- 
logical development,’—we must consider them, according 
to our Lord’s figure, as seed growing with the mind, and 
also suffering with it from checks and blights. 

“Tn Jesus Christ,” he says, “the actual and the ideal 
meet truly.” He 7 all that He means, all that He claims 
to be; but itis far otherwise with His followers, in whom 
the fact falls short, the outline is ever incompletely filled. 
Christianity in the world conforms to the conditions that 
limit Humanity, humbling itself, even as Christ did, in 
being found in fashion as a man. 
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Birds ; sufficiently simple and clear in its descriptions to 
interest the young, and to be’understood of all; sufficiently 
accurate to obtain the approval of the scientific teacher. 
Contains coloured representations of nearly 100 birds. 


ADDISON’S COMPLETE WORKS. Edited, with Notes, 
by Professor GREEN, with Portrait on Steel. 6 vols. crown 
8vo, cloth, top edge gilt, 30s. 


The Spectator. Complete, 2 vols. crown 8vo, cloth 
extra, 10s. 


The Tatler and Guardian. Complete in 1 vol. 
crown 8vo, cloth extra, 5s. 
Dr. JOTINSON.—“‘‘ Whoever wishes to attain an English style, familiar, 


but not coarse, and elegant, but not ostentatious, must give his days and 
nights to the study of Addison.” 


ARABIAN NIGHTS: The Thousand and One Nights. 
Translated by EpwarD WILLIAM LANE. With an Intro- 
duction by JOSEPH JACOBs, and 36 Illustrations by FRANK 
BRANGWYN. Title-pages and binding designed by the 
Artist. 6 vols. feap. 8vo, 12s. net. . 
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‘Another Edition, printed on Dutch hand-made paper, 
with the plates on Japan vellum. 100 cofzes only. 30s. net. 


Another Edition, Large Paper, printed on Dutch hand- 
made paper, with proof of the plates on Japan vellum. 
Post 8vo, 50s. net. 

LEIGH HUNT.—“‘All the springs of the desert have less refreshed the 


Arabs than these delightful tales; and they cast their gems and genii over 
our benighted and foggy regions.” 


Globe.—‘“‘Six handy volumes, very neatly printed, strikingly bound, 
freely and cleverly illustrated, and filled with a learned, yet readable intro- 
duction. This edition is likely to be eminently popular, and certainly 
deserves to be so.” 


The Set of 36 Illustrations to the above. Proofs printed 
on Japan vellum and suitable for illustrating any Edition. 
Royal 8vo, portfolio. 

Times.—‘‘ Interesting illustrations from the drawings of Mr. Frank 


Brangwyn, whose experiences in Algeria and in Eastern Africa have stood 
him in good stead.” 


BACON’S ESSAYS AND OTHER WORKS. Including 


‘* Advancement of Learning,” ‘‘ Wisdom of the Ancients,” 
“‘New Atlantis,” &c. Demy 8vo, ‘‘ Standard British 
Classics.” Cloth, top edge gilt, 7s. 6d. 


BEN JONSON.-—-‘‘ One of the greatest men and most worthy of admira- 
tion that had been in many ages.” 


THE DEVON EDITIONS. 


BLACKMORE (R. D.). Lorna Doone. A Romance of 
Exmoor. Crown 8vo, cloth extra, top edge gilt, 3s. 6d. 
Or with 6 Photogravure Illustrations from drawings espe- 
cially made by F. J. WipGeEry for this edition, 5s. Or gilt 
edges, 6s. 


‘Torna Doone,’ to a Devonshire man, is as good as clotted cream, 
almost.” 


Christowell. A Dartmoor Tale. Crown 8vo, cloth 
extra, top edge gilt, 3s. 6d. Or with 6 Photogravure 
Illustrations from drawings especially made by F. J. 
WIbGERY for this edition, §s. Or gilt edges, 6s. 
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BOCCACCIO. The Decameron. An edition of this great 
Italian Classic in English, with the complete set of Illus- 
trations by GRAVELOT, EISEN, BOUCHER, and others, 
prepared for the celebrated French Edition of 1757. 115 
Illustrations. 4 vols. fcap. 8vo, cloth extra, top edge gilt, 
IOs. net. 


One hundred copies on hand-made paper, with very 
careful impressions of the plates on Japan vellum. 20s. net. 
Scotsman.—‘‘ Whether they be attracted by the singular narrative skill 
displayed in these tales, or by their unique position in the history of literature, 
readers of Boccaccio will never be lacking, and those who are debarred from 
studying them in the original could not read them in a more attractive form. 


The translation is all that could be desired, and in a brief introduction Mr. 
Wallis gives a sufficient outline of the history of the life of the author.” 


BREMONT (ANNA, COMTESSE DE). The World of 
Musie. THE GREAT Composers. THE GREAT SINGERS, 
THE GREAT VIRTUOSO, Cloth, extra gilt, top edge gilt, 
3s. 6d. each. 

Scotsman.—‘‘ These sketches are written with enthusiasm both for the 
art and its exponents. They will please a lover of music, and will instruct 
many by serving to put scattered facts in order, and to crystallise into 


criticism the nebulous exhalations of unmeasured admiration. The three 
volumes make a dainty set of books.” 


BUNYAN (JOHN). The Pilgrim’s Progress from this 
World to that which is to Come. Delivered under 
the similitude of a dream; wherein is discovered the manner 
of his setting out, his dangerous journey, and safe arrival at 
the desired country. With a Preface by CHARLES KINGs- 
LEY, and 118 Illustrations py CHARLES H. BENNETT. 
Crown 8vo, cloth extra, top edge gilt, 6s. 


This new Edition of Bennett’s Bunyan is printed on laid 
paper by Messrs. Constable in their best style, and will be 
the first cheap Edition of this admired book. The two 
previous Editions (Longmans, 1860; Bradbury, 1868) were 
both published at one guinea. 


Academy.—‘‘ Certainly in Bennett Bunyan found his illustrator as 
unmistakably as author ever did. The heads of Ignorance, Knowledge, 
Mistrust, Help, Worldly Wiseman, Discretion, The Lust of the Flesh, 
Pride (to name no otiers), are the best commentary that the immortal text 
can have. Sometimes Bennett is terrible ; sometimes he has the tenderest 
grace; but he is always a master. After reading this book, no other illus- 
trated edition of Bunyan seems possible. 
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BURROW (J. H.), B.A. Adventures of Alfan; or, . 
The Magie Amulet. With 8 Illustrations by J. D. 
WATSON. Crown 8vo, cloth, gilt edges, §s. 


A capital book of adventure for boys, the moral of which 
is ‘‘ Yet home is best.” 


BYRON (Lord), The Works of. Edited by THomas 
Moore. Complete in 4 vols. crown 8vo, extra cloth, top 
edge gilt, 20s. 


CAMBRIDGE PRIZE POEMS. A complete collection of 
English Poems, which have obtained the Chancellor’s Gold 
Medal in the University of Cambridge, 1813-1893. 2 vols. 
crown 8vo, 12s. 


CERVANTES. Don Quixote. The Translation of THomas 
SHELTON, 1612-20, With an Introduction by JusTIN 
HuntLty McCartTuy, and numerous Illustrations by 
FRANK BRANGWYN. 4 vols. fcap. 8vo, cloth, Ios. net. 


The first Translation ever published, and still one of the 
best—a Translation by a contemporary into Elizabethan 
English. 

EDITOR.—‘‘It is best to read ‘Don Quixote’ in Spanish; it is next 
best to read him in the English of Shelton.” 
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CHAFFERS (WILLIAM). Marks and Monograms on 
European and Oriental Pottery and Porcelain. 
With Historical Notices of each Manufactory, preceded by 
an Introductory Essay on the Vasa Fictilia of the Greek, 
Romano-British, and Medieval Eras. A New Edition, 
Revised and Enlarged, by F, LITCHFIELD. With over 
3500 Potters’ Marks and Illustrations. 1000 pp. royal $vo, 
cloth extra, 42s. 


Hand-Book to the above. Upwards of 3000 
Marks. Crown 8vo, cloth, 6s. 

This condensed resumé will be of great service to col- 
lectors while travelling. 
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CHAFFERS (WILLIAM). Gilda Aurifabrorum. A 
History of English Goldsmiths and Plateworkers and their 
Marks, copied in facszmzle from celebrated examples. 
Also an Historical Account of the Goldsmiths’ Company, 
and their Hall Marks and Regalia. 2500 Illustrations 
and a copious Index. Royal 8vo, cloth, 12s. 


Hall Marks on Gold and Silver Plate. With 
Tables of Date Letters used in all the Assay Offices of the 
United Kingdom, to which is added a History of L’ Orfév- 
verte Francats, with Extracts from Statutes and French 
I{all Marks. Eighth Edition, with an Introductory Essay 
by CHRISTOPHER A. MARKHAM, F.S.A. Royal 8vo, 
cloth, 16s. 


Hand-Book to the above. Edited and Extended. 
by C. A. MARKHAM, F.S.A. Crown 8vo, cloth, 5s. 


CHAPMAN (GEORGE). See Homer. 


COOKE (M. C.), M.A. A Manual of Botanie Terms. 
A New Edition, enlarged, with 307 Illustrations. Fcap. 


8vo, cloth, 2s. 6d. 


A Manual of Structural Botany. For the Use 
of Classes, Schools, and Private Students. Illustrated with 
over 200 Illustrations. Thirty-seventh Thousand. Cloth 
boards, Is. 


DANTE. The Vision of Hell, Purgatory, and 
Paradise of Dante Alighieri. Translated by Henry 
FRANCIS Cary, M.A. With a life, chronological view of 
his age, additional notes, and an index. ‘‘ Standard British 
Classics,” demy 8vo, cloth, gilt top, 7s. 6d. 


DASENT (Sir GEORGE WEBBE). Tales from the 
Fjeld. A series of Popular Tales from the Norse of P. 
Cu. ASBJORNSEN, with 140 Illustrations by Moyr SMITH. 
Crown 8vo, cloth extra, gilt edges, 6s. 

A New Edition of this charming collection of Scandinavian 
Folk Tales, being the continuation of this Author’s cele 
brated ‘‘ Tales from the Norse.” 
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DAVIES (THOMAS). The Preparation and Mounting 
of Microscopie Objects. Edited by Joun MatTrHews, 
M.D., R.M.S., Vice-President of the Quekett Club. 18th 
Thousand. Fcap. 8vo, cloth, 2s. 6d. 


- DEVONSHIRE SCENERY: Its Inspiration in the 
Prose and Song of Various Authors. Edited by 
the Rev. WILLIAM EVERITT. With Illustrations by F. J. 
WIDGERY. Crown 8vo, cloth, 3s. 6d. 


DRAKE (SAMUEL ADAMS). The Making of the 
Great West. 145 Illustrations and Maps. Crown 8vo, 
cloth, 5s. 


The Making of New England, 1580-1643. With 


many Illustrations and Maps. Crown 8vo, cloth, 5s. 


The Making of Virginia and the Middle 
Colonies, 1578-1701. Many Illustrations and Maps. 
Crown 8vo, cloth, §s. 


Interesting historical narratives, liberally supplied with 
helpful Maps, Plans, and Illustrations. 


EDITIONS TO HAVE. 


The Works issued in this series are :— 


THE SEA STORIES OF MICHAEL SCOTT. 
Tom Cringle’s Log. 2 vols. 
The Cruise of the Midge. 2 vols. 
Illustrated by FRANK BRANGWYN, 


THE NOVELS OF TOBIAS SMOLLETT. 


Roderick Random. 3 vols. 
Peregrine Pickle. 4 vols. 
Count Fathom. 2 vols. 
Sir Lancelot Greaves. 1 vol. 
Humphrey Clinker. 2 vols. 
Edited by GEORGE SAINTSBURY, and Illustrated by FRANK 
. RICHARDS. 
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EDITIONS TO HAVE—continued 


COMPLETE WORKS OF CHARLES LAMB. 6 vols. 
Edited by PERcy FITZGERALD, with 18 Portraits of Lamb 
and his Friends. 


THE HISTORY OF DON QUIXOTE. Translated from the 
Spanish of CERVANTES by THOMAS SHELTON, 1612-1620, 
the two parts complete. Introduction by J. H. MCCARTHY, 
and 24 Illustrations by FRANK BRANGWYN, 4 vols. 


THE DECAMERON OF BOCCACCIO. A New Edition of 
this great Italian Classic, the fullest and best Text ever issued 
in this country for ordinary readers, With 150 Illustrations 
after GRAVELOT, EISEN, BOUCHER, &c. 4 vols. 


THE ARABIAN NIGHTS. Translated by Epwarp 
WILLIAM LANE, with an Introduction by JOSEPH JACOBS, 
and 36 Illustrations by FRANK BRANGWYN. _ 6 vols. 


THE ADVENTURES OF GIL BLAS, By Lesace. Trans- 
lated by HENRI VAN LAUN. 21 Photogravures from 
designs by AD. LALAUZE. 4 vols. 


THE CONFESSIONS OF ROUSSEAU. A New Edition, 
revised, corrected, and with many Passages restored to the 
Text that have been suppressed in former Editions. Intro- 
duction. Portrait and 16 Illustrations by LELorr. 4 vols. 


THE WORKS OF RABELAIS. A New Edition of the 
translation by URQUHART and MOTTEUX, with the notes of 
OZELL and others. Edited with an Introduction by ALFRED 
WaLtuis. Portrait and 14 Illustrations from the Edition 
known as Picart’s. 5 vols. 


THE HEPTAMERON, BY MARGARET QUEEN OF 
NAVARRE. Complete Edition. Translated by ARTHUR 
MACHEN, Portrait and 73 Illustrations after Freudenberg. 

[lz Preparation. 


The whole of the above are published at the uniform price of 
2s. 6d. net per volume. 
A 2 
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EVELYN’S DIARY, 1644-1705. With Memoir and Notes 
by WILLIAM Bray, F.S.A., ‘‘Standard British Classics,” 
demy 8vo, cloth, top edge gilt, 7s. 6d. 

It is impossible to overrate the interest and value of a 
diary and correspondence written by such a man and in 
such times as those of Charles I., Cromwell, Charles II., 
James II., and William ITI. 


FOLK LORE AND LEGENDS. 


A Series of Volumes presenting, in a handy form, selections 
from the Folk Lore and Legends of various Countries. Beauti- 
fully printed and bound in 4-cloth extra, brocaded side, per 
volume, 2s. Each volume sold separately. Or complete in four 
volumes, 3s. 6d. each. 


14, GERMAN. ConTeNntTs.—Gaffer Death. The Legend of 
Paracelsus. Hans in Luck. The Grey Mare in the 
Garret, &c. 


no 


. ORIENTAL. ContTEents.—The Cobbler Astrologer. The 
Legend of the Terrestrial Paradise. The Tomb of 
Noosheewan, &c. 


. SCOTLAND. Conrents.—Canobie Dick. Coinnach Oer. 
Elphin Irving. The Ghosts of Craig Aulnaic, &c. 


io) 


4. IRELAND. ContTents.—Larry Hayes. Jack o’ the 
Lantern. Flory Cantillon’s Funeral. Hanlon’s Mill, &c. | 


5. ENGLAND. Contents.—Nelly the Knocker. Some 
Merry Tales of the Wise Men of Gotham. A Pleasant and 
Delightful History of Thomas Hickathrift, &c. 


6. SCANDINAVIAN. Contents.—The Lost Bell (Isle of 
Rugen). Tales from the Prose Edda. The Origin of Tiis 
Lake, &c. 


~J 


. RUSSIAN AND POLISH. Conrents.—Prince Peter and 
Princess Magilene. The Old Man, his Wife, and the Fish. 
Ivashka with the Bear’s Ear. The Stolen Heart. Princess 
Marvel, &c. 
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8. NORTH AMERICAN INDIAN. ConTents,—A Legend 
of Manabozho. The Discovery of the Upper World. The 


Funeral Fire, &c. 

Standard.—‘‘ These dainty little books supply a pleasant and fairly 
adequate popular introduction to the national stories and legendary lore of 
the past. The whole of these diverting and graceful stories illustrate the 
truth of Sir Walter Scott’s remark, that the mythology of one period passes 


into the romance of the next century, and then into the Nursery Tales of 
subsequent ages.” 


FRENCH FICTION, REPRESENTATIVE. 


Complete and accurate Translations, elegantly printed and bound. 
Crown 8vo, 3s. 6d. each. 


Mademoiselle de Maupin. A Romance of Love and 
Passion. By THEOPHILE GAUTIER. 


Salambo. ‘Translated from the French ‘‘ Edition Définitive ” 
by J. S. CHARTRES. By GUSTAVE FLAUBERT. 


Madame Bovary: Provincial Manners. Translated by 
E. Marx-AVELING. With an Introduction and Notes of 
the Proceedings against the Author before the ‘‘ Tribunal 
Correctionnel” of Paris. By GUSTAVE FLAUBERT. 

Renée Mauperin. By E. and J. pz Goncourt. 

Germinie Lacerteux. By E. and J. p—E Goncourt. 


The Bohemians of the Latin Quarter. By HENRI 
MURGER. 


The Marl-Pit Mystery. By Grorcrs OHNET. 
A Love Crime. By Paut Bourcet. 
Will. By GrorcEs OHNET. 


Truth.—‘‘ Who can take up such books and not be simply and absolutely 
spell-bound.” 
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FARMER (JOHN S.) and HENLEY (W. E.). Slang and 
its Analogues, Past and Present. A Dictionary of 
the Heterodox and Colloquial Speech of the last 300 years, 
treated Historically, and including Synonyms in English, 
French, German, Italian, Spanish, &c. In 6 vols. fcap. 
4to. Eachset numbered and signed. To Subscribers only, 
as follows :—Vols. I. (A & B) and II. (C to Fizz), and III. 
(Fla-Hy), and IV. (I to Myz), Vow Ready. Vols. V. and 
VI. shortly. The set, £10, Ios. net. 


The number of Sets still unplaced being limited, early 
application should be made. 
Dr. J. A. H. MURRAY, Editor of The New English Dictionary. 


—‘* The most complete and most scholarly work in its own field.” 


FLAUBERT (GUSTAVE). Salambo. Translated from 
the French “Edition Définitive” by J. S. CHARTRES. 
Crown 8vo, cloth, 3s. 6d. 

Westminster Review.—“ The translator has thoroughly understood 
the original, and has succeeded in putting it into good English. ‘The type, 


paper, and material execution of the volume, inside and out, leave nothing 
to be desired.” 


Madame Bovary: Provineial Manners. Trans- 
lated by E. MARx-AVELING. With an Introduction and 
Notes of the Proceedings against the Author before the 
‘*Tribunal Correctionnel” of Paris. Crown 8vo, cloth, 
3s. 6d. 


EMILE ZOLA.—‘‘‘Madame Bovary’ grips your very vitals with an 
invincible power, like some scene you have really witnessed, some event 
which is actually happening before your eyes. 


FOUCHE (JOSEPH). Memoirs of Duke of Otranto, 
Minister of the General Police of Franee. With 
Portraits on Steel of Fouché and Bonaparte as Consul and 
as Emperor. Crown 8vo, cloth, 5s. 


Daily Telegraph.—‘‘He commenced his public career as a revolu- 
tionist ; voted the death of the King; betrayed the Republic to Napoleon ; 
broke his faith to the usurper, then to the Bourbons ; then again to the hero 
of the Hundred Days; he was venal, mendacious, disloyal, corrupt to the 
core ; and all this he carefully points out to the readers ‘in a spirit of can- 
dour.’ His memoirs are indeed no less amazing than instructive reading, 
and in them will be found the secret history of the First Napoleonic Empire 
narrated with a cynical frankness little less than revolting.” 
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GAUTIER (THEOPHILE). Mademoiselle de Maupin. 
A Romance of Love and Passion. Crown 8vo, cloth, 
3s. 6d. 


A. C. SWINBURNE.—‘ The golden book of spirit and sense, the holy 
writ of beauty.” 


Mr. HENRY JAMES. —“ Gautier is an inimitable model. His manner 
is so light and true, so really creative, his fancy so alert, his taste so happy, 
his humour so genial, that he makes illusion almost as contagious as 
laughter.” 


GIBBON’S ROMAN EMPIRE, A New Edition in 4 vols., 
with all the Author’s Notes. ‘‘ Standard British Classics,” 
Demy 8vo, cloth, top edge gilt, 30s. 


Prof. SMITH.—“‘‘ Must always be considered as one of the most extra- 
ordinary monuments that have appeared of the literary powers of a single 
mind, and its fame can perish only with the civilisation of the world.” 


GILLMORE (COL. PARKER), ‘‘ UBIQUE,” Works by. 
Encounters with Wild Beasts. Third Edition. 
Crown 8vo, Illustrated, 2s. 6d. 


Liverpool Mercury.—‘‘ Will be welcomed by all lovers of sport.” 


Prairie and Forest. A Guide to the Field Sports 
of North America, Second Edition. Crown 8vo, Illus- 
trated, 2s. 6d. 


Scotsman.—‘“ Useful and enjoyable reading for a practical sportsman.” 


Gun, Rod, and Saddle. A Record of Personal 
Experience. Crown 8vo, 2s. 6d. 


Daily Telegraph.—‘‘Teems with valuable information and pleasant 
narrative.” 


Leaves from a Sportsman’s Diary. Crown 
8vo, with Portrait, 2s. 6d. 


Manchester Examiner.—‘“ Highly entertaining and instructive.” 


GONCOURT (E. and J. De). Renée Mauperin. Crown 
8vo, cloth, 3s. 6d. 
Morning Post.—‘‘One of the most pathetic romances of our day. 


Running through almost the whole gamut of human passion, it has the 
alternatives of sunshine and shade that exist in real life.” 


Germinie Lacerteux. Crown 8vo, cloth, 3s. 6d. 


Letrers on Booxs 1n Truth.—‘“‘ For myself, I can say that I could 
not lay the book down for a moment until I had finished it.” 
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GORDON (ADAM LINDSAY), A Memoir of the Life 
of. With New Poems, Prose Sketches, Speeches, and 
Reminiscences, and an ‘‘In Memoriam” by KENDALL. 
By J. HowLeTT Ross. With Portrait. Crown 8vo, cloth, 
3s. 6d. 

‘They did not know, 
The hundreds who had read his sturdy verse 
And revelled over ringing major notes, 
The mournful meaning of the undersong 
Which runs through all he wrote, and often takes 


The deep autumnal, half prophetic tone 
Of forest winds in March.” 


GOTTHELF (JEREMIAH). The Story of an Alpine 
Valley; or, Katie the Grandmother. Translated 
from the German of ALBERT Birzius by L. G. SMITH. 
With Ornaments from Designs by JESSIE CAUDWELL. 
Crown 8vo, cloth extra, 6s. 


JOHN RUSKIN.—‘‘ He wrote, in the quiet mornings of his well- 
husbanded and well-spent days, a series of stories of Swiss life, each 
beautifully, and with the subtlest literary art, led to its crisis through 
chains of modest and natural event; and in its course giving portraiture, 
exquisite in its sympathy, lovely in its delicacy, merciless in its veracity, of 
all that is best—and as much as it is needful to dwell on of the worst—of 
the Swiss character. . . . As studies of general human character, I know 
nothing but Scott’s soundest work which can compare with these books; 
nor, I believe, will any sensible reader find the details which give them 
local vivacity and precision other than interesting.” 


GRAY’S ELEGY, written in a Country Churchyard. 
Illustrated. Imperial 8vo, cloth elegant, 10s. 6d. ; smaller 
size, square 8vo, 6s. Edztion de Luxe, large 4to. Plates 
on India paper, and mounted on guards. Cloth, 63s 


Standard.—“ Assuredly ‘Gray's Elegy’ has never had a more beautiful 
setting than this. In point of drawing, delicacy, beauty, and finish they 
are unsurpassable, and this beautiful edition should command a very exten- 
sive sale.” 


GREENWELL (DORA). Two Friends. Fcap. 8vo, 
2s, 6d. 


The Patience of Hope. Fcap. 8vo, 2s, 6d. 


Dr. JOHN BROWN, Edinburgh.—“ Read and enjoy these works.” 


Christian World.—‘‘ These utterances of her sweet and lofty soul, in 
which, being dead, she will yet speak.” 
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GWYN (NELL). The Story of Nell Gwyn, and the Sayings of 
Charles II. Related and Collected by PETER CUNNING- 
HAM, F.S.A. With the Author’s Latest Corrections and 
Introduction, Notes and a Life of the Author by HENRY 
B. WHEATLEY, F.S.A. 4 Portraits. Crown 8vo, cloth, 5s. 

Saturday Review.—‘‘ The revival of this book—and a handsome re- 
vival it is—should be welcome to all who are interested in the history of the 

Restoration stage and of the reign of the Merry Monarch. Mr. Wheatley’s 

‘Introduction’ is written in excellent taste and judgment, and having the 

sympathy and knowledge that the undertaking demanded, and his brief 


memoir of the Author is not less satisfactory. ‘The book is beautifully 
printed, and the portraits are equally admirable in point of execution.” 


HAMILTON (Lady). Memoirs of. With Anecdotes of her 
Friends and Contemporaries. A New Edition. Edited 
and Annotated by W. H. Lone, Editor of the ‘‘ Oglander 
Memoirs.” With 3 Portraits of Lady Hamilton. ‘*‘ Memoir 
Library,” crown 8vo, cloth extra, 5s. 


Standard.—‘‘The life of this beautiful and remarkable woman is, in 
fact, a microcosm of all the follies, laxities, pettinesses, and hervisms of a 
very strong and picturesque age.” 


HAZLITT. Life of Napoleon Bonaparte. 3 vols. 
‘Standard British Classics,” demy 8vo, cloth, top edge gilt, 
225.00...'\. 


Athenzum.—‘‘The style is energetic, and often eloquent; a fine 
breadth is thrown over the details, and a fine spirit of philosophic energy 
breathes in every page.” 


HERBERT OF CHERBURY. Autobiography of. With 
Notes and Continuation of the Life by S. L. Luz. With 4 
Etched Portraits. Crown 8vo, cloth, §s. 


HERRICK (ROBERT). Hesperides. The Poems and 
other Remains. Edited by W. Carew Hazzirt. 
2 vols. feap. 8vo, buckram, top edge gilt, 7s. 


MARY RUSSELL MITFORD.—“ His real delight was among flowers 
and bees, and nymphs and cupids; and certainly these graceful subjects 
were never handled more gracefully.” 


HOMER. The Iliad. Translated by ALEXANDER POPE, with 
Notes by T. A. BUCKLEY, M.A., F.S.A., and FLAXMAN’S 
Designs. ‘‘ Standard British Classics,” demy 8vo, cloth, 
top edge gilt, 7s. 6d. 
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HOMER. The Odyssey. Translated by ALEXANDER Pops, 
with Notes by T. A. BuckuEy, M.A., F.S.A., and 
FLAXMAN’S Designs. ‘‘Standard British Classics demy 
Svo, cloth, top edge gilt, 7s. 6d. 


The Iliads and Odysseys of Homer, Prince of 
Poets. Never before in any language truly translated. 
Done according to the Greek by GEorGE CHAPMAN, with 
Introduction and Notes by the Rev. RicHaARD Hooper, 
M.A. 4 vols. wide fcap. 8vo, buckram extra, top edge 
gilt, 14s. 

W. E. GLADSTONE. —“ So long as the lamp of civilisation shall not 


have ceased to burn, ‘The Iliad’ and ‘The Odyssey’ must hold their 
forward place among the brightest treasures of our race.” 


““Oft of one wide expanse had I been told, 
That deep-brow’d Homer rul’d as his demesne; : 
Yet did I never breathe its pure serene, 
Till I heard Chapman speak qut loud and bold.” —Kerars. 


HUGO (VICTOR). Les Miserables. A complete Trans- 
lation from the French by Cuas. E. WILBouR. In 2 vols. 
crown 8vo, cloth, gilt top, 7s. 6d. 


HUNT (JOHN), D.D., M.A. An Essay on Pantheism. 
Revised Edition. Demy 8vo, cloth, 7s. 6d. 


Spectator.—‘‘ Mr. Hunt is quite aware of the danger he incurs by his 
appeal to reason in these matters, but he is one of the few people who 
see that there is really no help for it, that a man must use his reason, if it is 
only for the purpose of making up “his mind that he won’t. In language 
that frequently rises into eloquence, he maintains the supremacy of the 
much-abused faculty, and he commends the outcome of his patient labour 
to the sympathies of those who feel the necessities of the age and appreciate 
the value of truthful inquiry.” 


Religious Thought in England in the Nine- 
teenth Century. Demy 8vo, cloth, tos. 6d. 


Times.—‘‘ Painstaking, clear, systematic. An excellent book.” 


Scotsman.—‘‘The results of laborious and extensive study, ably and 
clearly set forth.” 


Inquirer.—‘“‘ Will take high rank as a faithful record of the religious 
thought of the centyry.” 
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HUNT (LEIGH). The Town: Its Memorable Char- 
acters and Events. ‘‘St. Paul’s to St. James’.” 
With Steel Portrait of the Author and 12 on Copper of 
Persons mentioned in the Text, and the whole of the Wood 

_ Engravings from the Original Edition. Demy 8vo, cloth 
extra, top edge gilt, 12s. 6d. 


Times.—‘“ We will allow no higher enjoyment for a rational Englishman 
than to stroll leisurely through this marvellous town arm-in-arm with Mr. 
Leigh Hunt. He gives us the outpourings of a mind enriched with the 
most agreeable knowledge. ‘There is not a page of this book which does 
not glow with interest. It is a series of pictures from life, representing 
scenes in which every inhabitant of the metropolis has an interest far greater 
than he suspects.” 


KEATS (JOHN). Poetical Works. Given from his own 

editions and other authentic sources, and collated with many 

- manuscripts. Edited by H. BUXTON ForRMAN. 5th Edition. 

With 7 Portraits and 1o other Illustrations. Crown 8vo, 
buckram extra, 8s. 


Letters. Complete Revised Edition. With a Portrait 
not published in previous editions, and 24 contemporary 
views of places visited by Keats. Edited by H. Buxron 
FORMAN, Crown 8vo, 8s. 


WALTER SAVAGE LANDOR.—“\Keats, in his ‘Endymion,’ is richer 
in imagery than either Chaucer or Burns; and there are passages in which 
no poet has arrived at the same excellence on the same ground. Timealone 
was wanting to complete a poet who already far surpassed all his contem- 
poraries in this country in the poet’s most noble attributes.” 


KINGSLEY (CHARLES). Westward Ho! The “Devon” 
Edition, with six Photogravure Illustrations from Drawings 
specially made by F. J. W1pGERY for this Edition. Crown 
8vo, cloth extra, bevelled boards, gilt edges, 7s. 6d. 


Evening Post (Exeter).—‘‘ Messrs. Gibbings & Co. send us the ‘Devon 
Edition’ of Kingsley’s ‘Westward Ho!’ which is really a superb book. 
The literary value of the Canon’s famous story has been largely enhanced 
by some exquisite sketches by Mr. F. J. Widgery, which represent some of 
the places described by the novelist’s pen—Bideford, Clovelly, Brent Tor, 
Northam Burrows, Plymouth Sound, and Lundy. ‘These illustrations are 
perfect gems of the engraver’s art, and, as we have indicated, form, in 
conjunction with this fascinating book, a most attractive object to all 
Devonians.” 
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KINGSLEY (HENRY). The Mystery of the Island. 
A Tale of Bush and Pampas, Wreck and Treasure-Trove. 
With Illustrations by WARNE BROWNE. Crown 8vo, 3s. 6d. 


St. James’s Budget.—‘“‘A story for boys by the late Henry Kingsley, 
whom the public treated with tolerable neglect while he lived; and yet a 
greater than Charles was there. It is a romance for boys of the old sort, 
inconsequent in its incidents as a log-book, but something more delightful, 
bewildering, and almost supernatural. If the modern boy cares for the old 
romance, then he will find this charged with fascination.” 


\ 


LAMB (CHARLES). Complete Works. Edited, with 
Notes, by PERcY FITZGERALD. A New Edition, with 18 
Portraits of Lamb and his Friends. 6 vols. fcap 8vo, cloth 
extra, 15s. net. 


125 copies on larger paper, with proofs of the Portraits 
on Japan vellum. Crown 8vo, buckram, 25s. net. 

ConTENTS.—Vol. I., Talfourd’s Memoir—Correspond- 
ence. Vol. II., Correspondence. Vol. III., Correspondence 
—Elia. Vol. IV., Elia—Essays. Vol. V., Tales, Plays, 
Sketches. Vol. VI., Sketches, Reviews, Poems. Index. 


DE QUINCEY.—“ His nee will be received as amongst the most 
elaborately finished gems of literature ; as cabinet specimens which express 
the utmost delicacy, purity, and tenderness of the national intellect, together 
with the rarest felicity of finish and expression.” 


Memoirs of. By Sir THomas Noon Ta.trourp, 
D.C.L. (one of his executors). A New Edition, edited and 
annotated by Percy FITZGERALD, M.A., F.S.A., Author 
of ‘‘ Charles Lamb, his Home, his Haunts, and his Books.” 
With Portraits after MEYER, HazLiTtr, PULHAM, JOSEPH, 
and Mactisg. ‘‘The Memoir Library” Edition, crown 
8vo, cloth, 5s. 


Daily Chronicle. —‘‘ For the social and domestic side of Lamb’s history 
Talfourd is indispensable, and he cannot be more conveniently read than in 
this handy volume.” 


LANDOR (WALTER SAVAGE). Complete Works. A 
Reprint of the Edition issued by Moxon. With Portrait. 
2 vols. royal 8vo, cloth extra, 15s. 


LANKESTER (EDWIN), M.D. Half-Hours with the 
Microscope. A Popular Guide to the use of the Micro- 
scope as a means of Amusement and Instruction, Numerous 
Illustrations. 19th Edition. Fcap. 8vo, cloth, 2s. 6d. 
With all the Plates coloured by hand, 4s. 
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LAVALETTE (COUNT). Memoirs of. Adjutant and 
_ Private Secretary to Napoleon, and Postmaster-General 
under the Empire. Portraits. Crown 8vo, 7s. 6d. net. Also 

125 copies, large paper, royal 8vo, 21s, net. 


Pall Mall Gazette.—‘ Lavalette was not the least in that army of 
history-makers which, under the fiery inspiration of Napoleon, went forth to 
change the face of things, and to reconstitute the world. He bore a man’s 
part in the whole magnificent adventure ; for he began in Italy—he won his 
captaincy at Arcola, and was brought to the very gates of death for service 
done in the Hundred Days. His story, which is modestly and simply told, 
is one to read.” 


LE SAGE. The Adventures of Gil Blas of Santillana. 
Translated by HENRI VAN LAUN. With Introduction, 
Life, and Notes. 21 Photogravures from designs by AD. 
LALAUZE. 4 vols. fcap. 8vo, cloth extra, Ios. net. 

The first handy Edition of this, the best translation of 
LE SAGE’s masterpiece, the previous Edition having been 
published by Paterson in 3 vols. imperial 8vo. 


LEITH (ALICIA A.). A Plant of Lemon Verbena, A 
Somerset Idyll. With a Frontispiece by WARNE BROWNE. 
Tastefully printed and bound. F cap. 8vo, 2s. 6d. 

The Queen. —“‘ It is perfectly charming.” 


MALTHUS (Rev. T. R.). An Essay on the Prineiple 
of Population ; or, A View of its Past and Present Effects 
on Human Happiness, with an Inquiry into our Prospects 
respecting the Future Removal or Mitigation of the Evils 
‘which it occasions. 9th Edition. Demy 8vo, 567 pp. 8s. 


Prof. SMYTH.—‘ Mr. Malthus published his Essay in June 1798 ; and, 
in the revolutionary state of the world at the time, the importance of the 
principle on which he depended was instantly perceived, and it has formed 
the groundwork of the reasonings of all intelligent men on the affairs of 
mankind ever since.” 


MANUEL (PRINCE DON JUAN). Count Lucanor; or, 
The Fifty Pleasant Stories of Patronio, A.D. 
1335-1847. First done into English from the Spanish by 
JAMES YoRK, M.D. With 30 Illustrations by STANLEY L. 
Woop. Crown 8vo, 6s. 

This book of ‘‘ Fifty Pleasant Stories” is, without doubt, 
one of the choicest productions of early Spanish literature, 
written a century before the introduction of printing, by 
Don JUAN MANUEL, ‘‘ The Spanish Boccaccio,” of whom, 
in the preface of the above Edition, all the information which 
is necessary for the reader to know is given. 
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MARGARET OF NAVARRE. The Heptameron. Now 
completely done into English prose and verse from the 
original French by ARTHUR MACHEN. Portrait and 73 
Illustrations after FREUDENBERG. [lx preparation. 


MALORY (Sie THOMAS). The History of King Arthur 
and of the Knights of the Round Table. Edited 
from the Text of the Edition of 1634, with Introduction and 
Notes by THOMAS WRIGHT. 3 vols. fcap. 8vo, buckram 
extra, top edge gilt, 10s. 6d. 

Sir WALTER SCOTT.—“ Indisputably the best prose romance the 


language can boast.” 


MOEHLER (JOHN ADAM), D.D. Symbolism: or, 
Exposition of the Doctrinal Differences between 
Catholies and Protestants, as evidenced by their 
Symbolical Writings. Translated from the German 
by J. B. ROBERTSON. Crown 8vo, 7s. 6d. 

Dublin Review.—‘‘ An inexhaustible treasure-house; the depth and 
comprehensiveness of its views, the acuteness and solidity of its reasoning, 
and the clearness and simplicity of its arrangement, establish beyond the 
possibility of question the claim to the character betowed upon it soon after 
its publication by one whose very name (Cardinal Wisenien) is an authority 


—‘The most profound work on the Philosophy of Divinity which our time 
has produced.” 


MORTIMER (GEOFFREY). Tales from the Western 
Moors. A collection of Dartmoor stories. Crown 8vo, 
cloth, 2s. 6d. 


Yorkshire Post. —“ Delightful pictures of West Country life, convincing 
in their truthfulness and in their unstudied humour.” 


MORRIS (CHARLES). Historical Tales; or, The 
Romance of Reality. 4 volumes, with 12 Illustrations 
in each. Crown 8vo, cloth extra, 3s. 6d. each. 


English. 
Scotsman.—“ The stories are well told, and are not only in themselves 


readable, but are calculated to arouse.in young readers.an intelligent interest 
in historical studies.”’ 
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MORRIS. Historical Tales— Continued. 
French. 


Scotsman.—‘‘ There are thirty-one stories in the volume, and the 
subjects covered are of a sufficiently varied character to make the tales 
appeal to youthful readers of widely different tastes. It need scarcely be 
said that many of the tales are as romantic as they are real, as startling as 
they are striking, and as dramatic as they are dreadful.” 


German. 


Daily Chronicle.—‘‘ Will charm many a reader with illustrations of 
‘The Romance of Reality’ from German history. The selection is full and 
judicious, and the episodes are narrated with spirit.” 


American. 


Publishers’ Circular.—‘‘ Fact is often stranger than fiction, and there 
are many tales connected with the history of the great American continent 
which were well worth the telling, and which in this handsomely produced 
volume are told to excellent effect.” 


MOTLEY’S RISE OF THE DUTCH REPUBLIC. A 
History. ‘Standard British Classics,” 3 vols. demy 8vo, 
cloth, top edge gilt, 22s. 6d. 


_ Saturday Review.—“ A work of the highest merit and of the deepest 
interest, and a great and permanent addition to historical literature.” 


MURGER (HENRI). The Bohemians of the Latin 
Quarter. Crown 8vo, cloth, 3s. 6d. 


Academy.—‘‘ The story is full of laughter-provoking episodes, and there 
is no lack of pathos for those who can see beneath the surface of wild heed- 
lessness.” 


NAPOLEON. See Hazuirt. 


NARE (JOHANN). The Collector’s Handy Book of 
Algee, Desmids, Fungi, Liehens, Mosses, &e. 
With Instructions for their Preparation and for the forma- 
tion of an Herbarium. Translated and Edited by Rev. W. 
W. Spicer, M.A. 114 Woodcuts. Fcap. 8vo, cloth, 2s. 6d. 


O’NEILL (H. C.). Devonshire Idyls. Third Edition, 


square I2mo, cloth, 2s. Paper covers, Is, 6d. 


Saturday Review.—‘‘ A charming little book of reminiscences of Devon- 
shire rural manners, customs, speech, folk-lore, and character, written by a 
Devonshire lady, whose sketches of country life in North Devon some fifty 
years since are marked by truth and simplicity, and a quiet yet penetrative 
pathos.” 
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O’NEIUL (H.C.). Told in the Dimpses. Square 12mo. 
Frontispiece by F. J. W1DGERY. Cloth extra, top edge 
gilt, 2s. 6d. 

Saturday Review.—‘‘ Like the delightful ‘Devonshire Idyls,’ by the 
same writer, these stories of North Devon are admirable for the truth and 


humour of their illustrations of the characteristics of the people and county 
they treat of.” ’ 


Spectator.—‘‘ Has all the charms of its predecessors.” 


OHNET (GEORGES). The Marl-Pit Mystery. Crown 
8vo, cloth, 3s. 6d. 


PEPYS’ DIARY, 1659 to 1669. With Memoirs and Notes 
by Lorp BRAYBROOKE. ‘‘Standard British Classics,” 
demy 8vo, cloth, top edge gilt, 7s. 6d. 

Athenzum.—-‘‘ Pepys is marvellously entertaining ; the times and the 
man peep out in a thousand odd circumstances and amusing expressions. 


The ablest picture of the age in which the writer lived, and a oe of 
standard importance in English literature.” 


PIERS PLOUGHMAN’S VISION AND CREED. Edited 
from a Contemporary Manuscript, with a Historical Intro- 
duction, Notes, and a Glossary by THOMAS WRIGHT, M.A., 
F.S.A. 2 vols. fcap. 8vo, buckram extra, top edge gilt, 7s. 


EDITOR’S PREFACE. 

‘This remarkable poem is not only so interesting a monument 
of the English language and literature, but it is also so important 
an illustration of the political history of our country during the 
fourteenth century, that it deserves to be read far more generally 
than it has been.” 


POKER STORIES. Edited by J. F. B. Littarp. As told 
by Statesmen, Soldiers, Lawyers, Commercial Travellers, 
Bankers, Actors, Editors, Millionaires, Members of the 
Ananias Club, and the Talent, embracing the most remark- 
able Games, 1845-95. Crown 8vo, paper, cut flush, 2s. ; 
or in cloth, 2s. 6d. 

Country and Sport.—‘‘ They are of surprisingly varied character, and 


of such general excellence that it is probable few will take up the book and 
leave it unfinished.” : 
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PRESCOTT’S COMPLETE WORKS. A New handsome 
Library Edition, printed on antique paper. 12 vols. demy 
8vo, cloth extra, top edge gilt, £3, 12s. Sold tn sets only. 


*“To this day he remains unrivalled among English historians for vigorous 
and direct narrative and for sustained splendour of colour. He is a master 
of narrative and incident, and there is not a dull passage in all his histories ; 
his pages have the vivid colours of reality and life.” 


ROBINSON (Mrs.), Memoirs of. From the Edition edited 
by her Daughter, with Notes and Introduction by Fitz- 
GERALD MoLLoy. Numerous Portraits of ‘‘Perdita,” Miss 
Farren, Duchess of Devonshire, &c. Crown 8vo, 7s. 6d. 
net. Also 125 copies, large paper, royal 8vo, 21s. net. 

Birmingham Gazette.—‘‘ We cannot follow her fortunes and her mis- « 
fortunes, which our readers can learn for themselves from these fascinating 
pages of vari-coloured life. We would call especial attention to the nine 
full-page plates, being portraits from engravings after Romney, Cosway, 

Reynolds, and Laurence. They are nearly all exquisite pictures, of most 


delicate finish, and the book i is well worth buying for their sake alone by 
all lovers of artistic portraiture.” 


ROUSSEAU (J. J.), Confessions of. A new Edition, 
thoroughly revised, corrected, and extended by the addition 
of passages omitted from former Edition. Portrait and 15 
Illustrations after MAURICE LELOIR. 4 vols. feap. 8vo, 
TOS.uHeLs 
Manchester Guardian (leader).—“‘ It is always consoling to know that 
one is not going beyond precedent. Perhaps this is why “Emerson and 
George Eliot agreed that they knew no more helpful book than the ‘Con- 


fessions.’ Without going so far as that, most readers will admit that they 
know few works of more absorbing interest.’ 


ROWE. A Perambulation of the Ancient and Royal 
Forest of Dartmoor. A Topographical Survey of 
Antiquities and Scenery by the late SAMUEL Rowe, M.A. 
Third Edition, revised and corrected by J. BROOKING 
RowE, F.S.A., F.L.S. Illustrated from drawings by F. J. 
WIDGERY. 25 full-page Plates, numerous Vignettes and 
Woodcuts, and 4 Maps. Demy 8vo, cloth extra, r5s. net. 

The Queen.—“ We have rarely met with a work so complete, so balanced 


in judgment, so admirably illustrated, dealing with kindred topics, as the 
one under notice.” 
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SCOTT (MICHAEL), The Sea Stories of. 
Tom Cringle’s Log. 2 vols. fcap. 8vo, 5s. net. 


The Cruise of the Midge. 2 vols. fcap. 8vo, 5s. net. 


With Illustrations by Mr. FRANK BRANGWYN. Special 
Title-pages and Binding Designs. Cloth extra, top edge 
gilt. 

Army and Navy Gazette.—‘‘ No man ever wrote better of the life of 
the sea, few ever so vividly, as the author of ‘Tom Cringle’s Log.’ That 
fascinating story is doubly welcome in the charming form that Messrs. 
Gibbings & Co. have given it. Two dainty volumes, most choicely printed, 


illustrated by photogravures from the pencil of Mr. Frank Brangwyn, and 
appropriately bound, enshrine the famous log.” 


SCOTT (SIR WALTER), Poetical Works of. Complete 
Edition, with Introductions and Notes. 3 vols. fcap. 8vo, 
cloth extra, top edge gilt, 7s. 6d. 

ALLAN CUNNINGHAM.—‘‘No one since the days of Homer has 


sung with such an impetuous and burning breath the muster, the march, 
the onset, and all the fiery vicissitudes of battle.” 


SELDEN (JOHN). Table Talk. With a Biographical 
Preface and Notes by S. W. SINGER, F.S.A. To which is 
added Spare Minutes; or, Resolved Meditations and 
Premeditated Resolutions, by ARTHUR WARWICK. F cap. 
8vo, buckram extra, top edge gilt, 3s. 6d. 

COLE RIDGE. — ‘* There is more weighty bullion sense in this book than 

I ever found in the same number of pages of any uninspired writer. . . . 


Oh, to have been with Selden over his glass of wine, making every accident 
an outlet and a vehicle of wisdom.” 


SHELLEY (PERCY BYSSHE). Complete Poetical 
Works. The Text carefully revised, with Notes and a 
Memoir by WILLIAM MICHAEL ROSSETTI. 3 vols., 
‘*Standard British Classics,” demy 8vo, cloth, top edge 
gilt, 22s. 6d. 


A New Edition of the above, in large crown 8vo, gilt 
edges, with Photogravure Frontispiece and Title, and Cover 
designed by WELLIE LyRETT, 2Is. 


Standard.—‘‘ We gladly predict for this edition a popularity which it 
so well deserves. We must Ace add that it possesses the merit of including 
many pieces of Shelley’s not usually found in previous editions of his works, 
and some not hitherto printed.” 
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SHELLEY (PERCY BYSSHE). Poetical Works. Given 
from his own editions and other authentic sources, collated 
with many manuscripts and with all editions of authority, 
together with his prefaces and notes, poetical translations, 
fragments, and juvenilia, edited by H. BuxTON FoRMAN, 
Third Edition, with the Notes of MAry WOoOLLSTONE- 
CRAFTY SHELLEY. With 2 Etchings by W. B. ScoTr. 2 
vols. crown 8vo, buckram, with Design by GABRIEL 
ROSSETTI, 12s. 


Primer. By H.S. Sat. Crown 8vo, boards, 2s. 6d. 


—-— Library. I. An Essay in Bibliography, by H. Buxton 
FORMAN, Shelley’s Books, Pamphlets, and Broadsides, Post- 
humous Lepascell Issues and Posthumous Books. Demy 
8vo, wrapper, 3s. 6d. 


Il. Ln the press. 


Memoirs. With a new Preface by W. M. RossErri. 
Crown 8vo, 3s. 6d. 


(MARY WOLLSTONECRAFT). Frankenstein. 
A New Edition with Illustrations. Crown 8vo, 3s. 6d. 


SHERATON (THOMAS). The Cabinetmaker’s and 
Upholsterer’s Drawing Book (1793). 4to, £3, 3s. 
A Reprint of this celebrated and excessively scarce book 
from the Third and best Edition, and containing the 
** Appendix” and ‘‘ Accompaniment,” and having repro- 
ductions of all the beautifully drawn designs. 


Cabinetmaker.—“‘ The book is in one volume, tastefully bound in cloth, 
and while its acquisition is practically a duty on the part of all who are 
responsible for the furnishing of English homes, it would be prized by all 
who take more than a passing interest in the development of the industrial 
arts.” 


SHERIDAN’S DRAMATIC WORKS. “Standard British 
Classics,” demy 8vo, cloth, top edge gilt, 7s. 6d. 


HAZLITT.—‘! His comic muse does not go prying about into obscure 
corners, or collecting idle curiosities, but shows her laughing face, and 
points to her rich treasure—the foll.es of mankind. She is garlanded and 
crowned with roses and vine leaves. Her eyes sparkle with delight, and 
her heart runs over with good-natured malice. Her step is firm and light, 
and her ornaments consummate !” 


SIDDONS (Mrs.), Memoirs of. By James BowpeEn. Inter- 
spersed with Anecdotes of Authors and Actors, with Por- 


traits. Crown 8vo, cloth, 5s. 
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SIDNEY (Sir PHILIP), The Miscellaneous Works of. 
With a Life of the Author and Illustrative Notes by 
WILLIAM GRAY, Esq., of Magdalen College. Demy 8vo, 
buckram, top edge gilt, 12s. 6d. 


250 copies only for England. 


EDITOR’S PREFACE. 


‘“‘ Ad/ our Author's published writings, with the exception of the 
Arcadia and the Psalms, have been collected from various quarters, 
and embodied in this volume.” 


SMITH (MOYR.) The Wooing of Aithra. With 5 


Etchings and numerous Woodcuts. 32mo, cloth gilt, 2s. . 


Scotsman.—‘‘A singularly beautiful little book.” 


Tales of Old Thulé. Illustrated. Square crown 
8vo, 3s. 6d. 


SMOLLETT (TOBIAS), THE NOVELS OF. Edited by 
GEORGE SAINTSBURY and illustrated by FRANK RICHARDS. 
In 12 vols. feap. 8vo, cloth extra, each 2s. 6d. net. 


Roderick Random. 3 vols. 
Peregrine Pickle. 4 vols. 
Count Fathom. 2 vols. 

Sir Laneelot Greaves. 1 vol. 
Humphrey Clinker. 2 vols. 


100 copies for England, post 8vo, with proof impression 
of the Illustrations on Japan vellum. 120s. 


Sir WALTER SCOTT.—“ His faults are redeemed by such richness 
and brilliancy of colours; such a profusion of imagination, now bodying 
forth the grand and terrible, now the natural, the easy, and the ludicrous ; 
there is so much of life, action, and bustle in every group he has painted ; 
so much force and individuality of character, that we readily grant to 
Smollett an equal rank with his grand rival, Fielding, while we place both 
far above any of their successors in the same line of fictitious composition.” 


Glasgow Herald.—‘‘It is incumbent on us to say of this new enterprise 
of Messrs. Gibbings that they are furnishing an edition which will be valued 
by the public equally for its handiness and its elegance. The volumes are 
thin and light, the typography is beautifully clear, while the illustrations 
by Mr. Frank Richards show that he has thoroughly caught the spirit of 
his author. This edition of Smollett is one that will be bought with ease, 
read with pleasure, and kept with care.” 
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STANDARD BRITISH CLASSICS. 


Manchester Guardian.—“ A notable list of reprints.” 


These have been prepared to meet the demand for a Series of 
Library Editions of the best Authors at a moderate price. 
Demy 8vo, cloth, 7s. 6d. 


1. Pepys’ Diary, 1659 to 1669. With Memoirs and 
Notes by Lord BRAYBROOKE. 


2. Evelyn’s Diary, 1641 to 1705. With Memoirs and 
Notes by WILLIAM Bray, F.S.A. 


3. Gibbon’s Roman Empire. A New Edition in 4 vols., 
with all the Author’s Notes. 


4, Walton and Cotton’s Complete Angler. _ Iilus- 
trated. Edited by G. CHRISTOPHER DAVIES. 


5. White’s Natural History of Selborne. Illustrated. 
Edited by G. CHRISTOPHER DAVIEs. 


6. Sheridan’s Dramatie Works. 


7. Swift’s Choice Works. Including ‘* Gulliver’s 
. Travels,” ‘Tale of a Tub,” &c. 


8. Bacon’s Essays and other Works. Including 
“ Advancement of Learning,” ‘“‘ Wisdom of the Ancients,” 


“New Atlantis.” 


9. Dante’s Vision. Translated by Cary, with Notes and 
Index. 


40. Homer’s Iliad. Translated by Porr, with Notes by 
BUCKLEY, and FLAxMAN’S Designs. 
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11. Homer’s Odyssey. Translated by Popz, with Notes by 
BUCKLEY, and FLAXMAN’Ss Designs. 


12. Motley’s Dutch Republic. 3 vols. 


13. Napoleon. Life of Napoleon Bonaparte. By 
W. HazuiTtT. 3 vols. 


14. Shelley (Perey Bysshe). The Complete Poetical 
Works of Percy Bysshe Shelley. The Text carefully 
revised, with Notes and a Memoir, by WILLIAM 
MICHAEL ROSSETTI. 3 vols. 


STRETHAM (F. REGINALD). The Fiery Furnace. 
A Tale in Two Acts. Crown 8vo, 6s. 

Daily Chronicle.—‘‘ We heartily recommend it to all andsundry. It 
is a straightforward story, though a long. It hangs fire a little at the 
opening, but when once fairly started there is no lagging. The character 
drawing is praiseworthy. Constance’s is a noble and beautiful portrait, 


finely conceived and executed. Altogether the book is a really good piece 
of work, and we congratulate Mr. Stretham.” 


~ 


Sporting Birthday Book. Quotations from Major G. J. 
Whyte Melville, Mr. Egerton Warburton, Captain Clark 
Kennedy, Somerville, &c., arranged and collected by A. E. 
Stuppy. With 14 Illustrations, square 12mo, cloth, gilt 
edges, 5s. 

Land and Water.—“‘ In this delightful little volume there are hundreds 
of cheering strains ; no dreary introspective nonsense concerning life, is it 


worth living? and so on. No, life is here depicted as jit should be felt— 
something jocund, exhilarating, enjoyable, and eee 


SWIFT’S CHOICE WORKS. Including ‘‘Gulliver’s 
Travels,” ‘‘Tale of a Tub,” &c. ‘*Standard British 
Classics,” demy 8vo, cloth, top edge gilt, 7s. 6d. 


SWIFT (in old age).—‘‘ What a genius I had when I wrote that book!” 
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TERRIBLE TALES. 


A Collection of really good Sensational Stories, by Authors of 
repute at home and abroad, many being especially translated for 
this Edition, and some appearing for the first time in English, 
Fcap. 8vo, paper, Is.; or cloth, top edge gilt, at 1s. 6d. each. . 


i. German. Conrens.—The Crystal Dagger. A Strange 
Bride, &c. 


2. French. ConTents.—The Mysterious Sketch. The 
Lyons Courier, &c. 


8. Italian. ConTEents.—The Bridal Wreath. Domenico 
Matteo, &c. 


4, Spanish, Conrenrs.—The Golden Bracelet. The Green 
Eyes, &c. 


The same, 2 vols. in one, picture boards, 2s. each. 


THEOSOPHICAL.—_Man: Fragments of Forgotten 
History. By Two Chelas in the Theosophical Society. 
3rd Edition. Post 8vo, 4s. 


THOMSON (JAMES), ‘‘B.V.” Poetical Works. Con- 
taining ‘‘City of Dreadful Night,” &c., complete. Edited 
with a memoir by Bertram Dobell. 2 vols. post 8vo, 12s. 6d. 


Biographical and Critical Studies. Post 
8vo, 6s. 


CoNTENTS.—Rabelais. Saint Amant, Ben Jonson. 
William Blake. Shelley. A Strange Book. John Wilson. 
James Hogg. Robert Browning, &c., &c. 
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TAYLOR (J.E.), F.L.S., F.G.S., &e. Notes on Collect- 
ing and Preserving Natural History Objects. 
Illustrated. Fcap. 8vo, cloth, 2s. 6d. 7 


CoNnTENTS. — Geological Specimens by J. E. TAytor. 
Bones, by E. F. ELWIN. Birds Eggs, by T, SNELLIWELL, 
F.Z.S,. Butterflies and Moths, by Dr. KNaccs. Beetles, 
by E. C. Ry, F.Z.S. Hymenoplera, by J. B. BRIDGMAN. 
Fresh Water Shells, by Prof. R. TaTE, F.G.S. Flowering 
Plants and Ferns, by J. BRELLEN, F.L.S. Grasses, by 
Prof. BUCKMAN, F.G.S. Mosses, by Dr. BRAITHWAITE. 
Fungi, by W. G. SmiTH, F.L.S. Lichens, by Rev. J. 
GEMBLE, F.L.S. Seaweeds, by H. GRATTAM. 


VAUGHAN (ROBERT ALFRED), B.A. Hours with the 
Mysties. A Contribution to the History of Religious 
Opinion. Seventh Edition, crown 8vo, cloth, 7s. 6d. 

CHARLES KINGSLEY.—“ There is not a page nor a paragraph in 
these ‘ Hours’ in which there is not something worth recollecting, aud often 
reflections very wise and very weighty indeed. No one can rise from the 
perusal of the book without finding himself, if not a better, at least a more 
thoughtful man, and perhaps a humbler one also, as he learns how many 


more struggles and doubts, discoveries, sorrows, and joys, the human race 
has passed through than are contained in his own private experience.” 


WALSH (WILLIAM S.). Handy Book of Literary 
Curiosities. Large crown 8vo, cloth extra, marbled 
edges, 1104 pp., 12s. 6d. 


A few of the articles in this curious, amusing, and in- 
structive volume may be mentioned: <Acrostics. Allitera- 
tion. Anagrams, Bibliomania. Binding. Book-plates. 

_ Cryptograms. Coincidences. Dedications.: Epigrams. 
Epitaphs. Forgeries. Indexes. Lost Treasures. Mistakes 
of Authors. Mixed Metaphors. Names, Curiosities of. 
Parody. Plagiarism. Puns. Real People in Fiction. 
Reviews, Curiosities of. Typographical Errors, &c. 

G. A. S.—‘‘The book runs to more than eleven hundred pages, and in 
these Mr. Walsh treats his many and various subjects in an exhaustive 


manner, The book throughout has been executed with care, and the volume 
will form a useful addition to any library.” 


Scotsman.—‘‘ Even the shortest articles are well written, and the vast 
amount of information which Mr. Walsh has collected is always given in a 
pleasing and interesting form.” 


Spectator. — ‘‘Of really remarkable merit.” 
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WALSH (WILLIAM S.). Curiosities of Popular 
Customs. And of Rites, Ceremonies, Observances, and 
Miscellaneous Rites. Uniform with above. [ Shortly. 


WALTON AND COTTON’S COMPLETE ANGLER. 
Illustrated. Edited by G. CHRISTOPHER Davigs. “Stan- 
dard British Classics,’ demy 8vo, cloth, top edge gilt, 7s, 6d. 


Sir JOHN HAWKINS.—“ Whether we consider the elegant simplicity 
of the style, the ease and unaffected humour of the dialogue, the lovely 
scenes which it delineates, the enchanting pastoral poetry which it contains, 
or the fine morality it so sweetly inculcates, it has hardly its fellow among 
any of the modern languages.” 


WHITE’S NATURAL HISTORY OF SELBORNE. 
Illustrated. Edited by G. CHRISTOPHER DAviEs. “Stan- 
dard British Classics,” demy 8vo, cloth, top edge gilt, 7s. 6d. 


London Quarterly Review.—‘‘A man the power of whose writings 
has immortalised an obscure village and a tortoise—for who has not heard 
of ‘Timothy’ ?—as long as the English language lives.” 


WILLIAMS (HELEN MARIA). A Narrative of the 
Events which have taken place in France from 
the Landing of Napoleon Bonaparte on the ist of 

’ March, 1815, till the Restoration of Louis XVIII. 
With an Account of the State of Society and Public Opinion 
at that Period. Large post 8vo, 7s. 6d. net. 


WISE (JOHN R.). The New Forest, its History and 
its Scenery. Fourth Edition. With 63 Illustrations by 
WALTER CRANE, engraved by W. J. LINTON, and 2 Maps. 
Medium 8vo, cloth extra, 7s. 6d. 


Also an Edition with 12 Full-page Etchings by HEywoop 
SUMNER, most careful impressions on Japan vellum, and 
bound in buckram, 12s. 6d. net. 


This is a complete history and description of the whole of 
that delightful part of England lying between Southampton 
Water and the Avon, with 63 woodcuts by the most eminent 
wood-engraver and after an artist whose reputation is world- 
wide. Besides the matter of general interest, there are 
chapters of special importance to antiquaries and naturalists, 
such as Folk-lore and Provincialisms (with glossary). The 
Barrows. Roman and Romano-British Pottery. Parish 
Registers. Geology. Botany (with list of the Flowering 
Plants). Ornithology (with list of Birds). List of Lepi- 
doptera, &c., &c. 
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WOLFE (THEODORE), M.D., Ph.D. A Literary Pil- 
grimage among the Haunts of Famous British 
Authors. 4 Illustrations, feap. 8vo, linen, 6s. 


CONTENTS, — Literary Hampstead and Highgate. 
Thames-side to Chelsea. Scene of Gray’s Elegy. Dickens’ 
land. Haunts of Byron. The Loamshire of George Eliot. 
Haworth and the Brontes, &c., &c. 


Literary Shrines. The Haunts of some Famous 
American Authors. 4 Illustrations, feap. 8vo, linen, 6s. 


CONTENTS.—The Concord Pilgrimage. In and out of 
Literary Boston. In Berkshire with Hawthorne. A Day 
with the good Gray Poet, &c., &c. 
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